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APP£KDL\. 


MEETLVG OP 'I'lIE LANDHOLDERS’ SOOlETr. NOV. 30, 1S39. 


A ORFAT meeting ot the momlers ot the liandliolder''’ Association 
was iield »t the Town Hah, thi«'day, at eleven utloc.k. T«Me« were 
placed along the whole lengtli of the l(»wer floor of the Hull, and in the 
centre were a smaller table and cliairs raised three feet above the rest 
to render the speakers more conspicuous and audible. 

When the meeting was assembled, Baboo DwarlcaiiAth Tafete 
proposed that Rajah Radhakant Deb should take the xhe 
proposition was seconded by Mr. Stocqueler, am) carried^ Ueaiilmously, 
When the Rajah had taken his scat, the other seats at the elevated 
table were immediately occupied by MesM's. Turton, Leith, HurrjL 
Dickens, and James Hume, Rajah Kalikrishna Bahadoo^ Rajah Ra| 
Narain Roy, Baboos Dwarkanauth Tagore, IVosonocoomar Tagore, 
AshootosM Dey, Ram Comul Sein, Radhapersaiid Roy, and otliere. We 


also noticed in the neighbourhood, Messrs* Colquhoun, R. B{%8h««r, 
Patrick, James Cullen, S. Smith, Cordon, Vint, CharlAs Hogg, W. 
Fergusson, Strong, the young Rajah Kissonauth B,xif iBahadoor, ^and* 
many other European and native gentlemen of note, Wj^ the' Ball 
had tilled, there might have been present at least 1,000 per^S*, 

Mr. William Cobb Hurry, one of the Secretaries, op^ed the 
business of the meeting by reading the report of the committee of 
the Association, of which the following is a coj^y 
IScntlemcn,— Your committee have now *^to perform the j^aamng 
task of submitting for your consideration a report of their proceedings 
for the year which » just about to expire;^ and in doing so, they ^g 
hm to- observe, that their operations, although slow, Imvo yet been 
. conducted on safe principles, ftading gradually to extend the jlamericat 
of the S^iety^ to increase usefolness^ iM to'^^kbllsh it 
ii^ a irm hliSts. ' < ^ 
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2. It is needless to bring tu jour notice facts with which you are 
so well acquainted, as the present state of the revenue, the Judicial 
Police, and other branches of the public administration of the countiy, 
and the extent to which they are susceptible of reform. On questions 
c<>iinected with these subjects, your committee have received numerous 
applications from various parts of the country. In regard to many of 
these, your committee have not thought it expedient to adopt any 
immediate measures, lest they should, by trespassing too frequently on 
the time and attention of the public functionaries, be thought impor- 
tunate, whilst they have been careful to bring to the notice of Govern- 
ment the more important points noticed by their constituents, and which 
require its immediate attention. 

3. In obedience to the instructions given at the general meeting 
of the Society, held on the 3lst of October last, your committee 
presented to His Honor the Deputy Governor of Bengal the memorial 
on the subject ot the resumption of lakheraj tenures, which had been 
approved by the meeting. They regi'et to state that the reply of the 
Bengal Government holds out no hope of redress or prospect of alle- 
viotiou of the distress of the suircring people set forth in that memo- 
rial. That document, together with the reply of Government, has 
already been published for your information, the committee therefore 
deem it needless to make any further reference to those papers. 

4. Your committee were further instructed to submit an appeal, 
in case of an unfavorable result Lo their memorial to the Government 
of Bengal, which they did in the first instance to the Supreme Govern- 
ment of India, the highest local authority for appeal. The reply which 
they have received, together with their address to the Supreme Govern- 
ment, the committee have now the honor to submit for your infornwtxbn. 

5. By the above reply of the Supreme Government, you will per- 
ceive that Hfs Honor in Council makes the following observations • 

• “111 reply, the''Hon’ble the President in Council directs me to say 
that he sees no reason to disapprove of the answer of the Government 
of Bengal ^om which the Society has appealed. The Government of 
ludia, anxious to remove every ground of complaint, has, after the 
most careful examination, authorized as extensive a relaxation of the 
law, bojliji in regard to the resumption and assessment of invalid 
free tenures, as appeared rei^uisite to secure the fifrlest consideration 
ibr the holders of the tenures iu question that could reasonably be 
eatpected, and His Honor in Council is'persuaded that lai^holders, 
under this presidency, will find abundant reason So he satMsd with 
the indalgence which has been extended io them,** 

6. In cottsequence of the foregoing expiossiott of ftie resets^ 
Government, your oommittee, without d^ay^, addhoased Ibi 
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Government, and requested to be made acquauited with at least the 
outlines of the indulgent order therein alluded to. But no reply 
has yet been received ; although, from the newspapers of the presi- 
dency, and other sources, your committee have learnt that the Supremo 
Government has been pleased to direct that, in all cases in which the 
right of Government may be confinned by the tribunals established 
for the resumption of laklieraj tenures, the ahscssnu'TJt be settled in 
perpetuity at one-half the gross rental of *he mehal. Under these 
cirnimstance!;, your committee can only recojiimeiid the acceptance 
of this indulgence with grateful thanks to th'^ 'mpreme Government, 
and the submission of an appeal to the autht^rities in England for tlie 
admission of that part of their claims which h y< t withheld. 

7. Vour committee takes this opportunity to l.u ing to your notice 
that all settlements of rent-tree tenure, at -i5<so-<qment as above 
alluded to, are directed to take effect proapect'v^^-ly innn the 15th June 
last, leaving the cases of those whose tenures have nlreiuly been settled 
prior to that date Jinredrossed. The justice of thj.‘- irraogoment is difficult 
to perv-ioive; your committee therefore beg your pormission again to 
address the Supremo Government on the subjc< *, as well ns on a few 
other points connected with the said order, as so<.n as they are furnished 
with an official copy. 

8. In regard to the appeal to the authorhies in Eng1anc|, youlr 
committee, when they consider the liberal and enlightened views which 
now direct the public feeling there, and which have been so auspicious 
to tliis distant and neglected country, as to give birth to tlic British 
India Association, the object of which is to pt our welfhre— 
they cannot but entertain a well-grounded hope that an appeal to 
England on the subject under reference, which is at ur;ce so just and so 
deserving the attention of a great nation, cannot fail to meet a favor« 
able reception in that laud of liberty, humanity, and justice. 

9. Besides the important question of resumption^ your eoDimit?tew 
have, during the yeai', submitted other interesting subjects for the 
consideration of Government, which they now proceed to notice. i 

10. Your committee had mut'h pleasure in observing an a&noau0p^ 

ment by the Government, in regard to the extension of the vernacular 
language in the proceedings of the Courts of Justice, firomidie l^noiiig 
of the current year. On that occasion youf committee addremi:.4ba 
Government, expressing the sat^fitetiou they felt at the pmpect ^ p 
salutary a change. ^ 

11. Your committee^ howem; bcseeiiil with ;reg^ ak .jdtbinjk 
% certaki intemtea particif' 
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for the eo/\sul oration of Government the propriety of publUliiag a 
dictionary , v.tther a vocabulary of the Court phraseology, which 
might ho nt<;vl as the standard in all public proceedings held in the 
vcrnaouhir lau^naoo. — Your oonnnittee have much pleasure in stating 
that their .suggestion was kindly received by the Government. 

12. In last April, your committee, in the midst of their engage- 
ments on ifa]*ortant busine>*s, had to perform the melancholy tusk of 
recording tin' death c»f Mr. G. A. Priiisep, one of their members, to 
whose indefatigable exertions the Society is much indebted, and whose 
untimely and sudden decease has been a loss no less severe to this 
institution than to the public at large. 

13. "Vonr committee had occasion to bring to the notice of Govern- 
ment the iniunous effects of the great difference in the rate of duty 
charged in Finglai.<i upon Indian and Canadian Tobacco, and to suggest 
an equalization. A repret'entation to the same effect having also beem 
made to Co\o>mnent by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the 
question has ueen bubmitted for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government, supported by the recommendation of the Government 
of India. 

14. The expected revision in the Stamp Act, in regard to the duties 
now levied on the kubulents and Rceurity-bonds of the village gomas- 
tahs, &c., having been delayed, y»mr committee took an opportunity to 
call again tbe attention of Government to the subject. They have 
been assured that tbeir representation will meet attentive consideration. 

15. Your committee feel much pleasure in directing your attention 
to a letter on the cuUivation of Jlax, &c., received from Mr. A. Rogers, 
who is now in England. This paper, which is recorded at page 82 
of your coiuiTjitfce’j proceedings, is one of the i)roofs of the )«eal and 
devotion of iNIr. Rogeirs, unlike to the generalitv of retired British 
Indians, to tlui mtcrests of this country, and for its wannest 
acknowledgments 

16. Your committee have had occasion to submit, for the consider- 
tion of Government, four representations on the follov^ing subjects, 
liiz , : 

On lalubaiinh, or daily allowance to the peons who bear perw<mQ8h, 
building ghatiy ghurs or village guard-houses, subsistence, or hhordkey^ 
for witnesses summoned in criminal suits, and on fining and imprison** 
ing for alleged neglect of Police duties, Of these the letters op the 
subject of talubamh and ghatty ghur$ have already been replied 
tp by Goveirnment in a favorable manner, and the othsM under its 
ocmsideratlon ; and will no doubt be fiaivorahly treated. 

17. Tour committee are parUcnlariy gnxioui tO bring to ympT xiPtiPf 
the zealous exertion of Mr. (>awford» yogr agent 
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whom they have kept up a regular correapondence ; he is the channel 
of communication between this Institution and the British India Asso- 
ciation of England, with whose objects you arc already acquainted 
tlirough the noWspapi'ra, and from whose eftbrts, for the improvement 
of this country, yo inueh may reasonably be expected, 

A subscription was raised and Co.’s Us. 2,500 or £2.50 has already 
boon remitted. Your committee strongly recommend you to co-operate 
with the British India Association, the (»bje'‘t of that Institution being 
eo nearly identical with that of your S^xaety. But on this subject you 
wiil bear further in the course of the proceedings of this day. 

18. Your committee having laid before you u brief outline of their 
labors since the date of their last general report, now beg to conclude, 
and In doing so, they feel it incumbent upon them to cal! your particular 
attention to the nature of this institution, to its national character, and 
th(', great objects of national improvement which form its basis, to the 
number of those who are likely to be benefited by it, and to the amount 
of the revenue they contribute in support of ibe Government of I he 
country. A consideration of these circumstances demands your 
particular sui-port for this Institution, whose very existence depends 
on the exertion in its behalf of the iiiiluenco which you, indiGduHlly 
and collectively, possess, Unless that be accorded with a liberal hand, 
this rising Institution (jannot be kept up in the manner which is ne- 
cessary for a full development of the advantages expe'Jted to result 
from it 

)9. Your committee now beg to direct your attention to the resolu- 
tions intended to be submitted in to-day’s meeting for your immodiete 
consideration, particularly to that which regards the tv<«tabiishmont of 
a Parliamentary Agency, the importance of which, not only to tliisi 
Institution, but to the country at large, cannot at present bo IWly 
estimated. 

(Signed) W. 0. Hcbbt and 
Fbosonocoomab 

Honorary Secretarieif, 

CAliCHm, 7, 1889. 

• 

When the report had been read, R^'ah Kalikiishna Babadoor read 
an address in B«ng»lii of which die foUawi^g U a free translation:-^ 

Jlr. Chairman and Gentlemop,— With great ,jilea8w?e I to i»y^ . 
jbtjuearly (bree yna» if % was estid^lhfi^ 

in nof 
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» hi’v. ioftson to believe that Gorcrmneut will be f 2 ;hwi to reeeive 
the . )i the Society ou the Draft Acts relating to Lan<l Hcvouue, 

. i.<j t!u l*olice, boftire their actual promulgation. In accordance 
m. > be Society will doubtless submit, from time to time, to the 
, (iovovi'dcent, such remarks as may appeal to them cxjMidicut and 
fseneficiul for Her Mo)C^ty*s subjects; and should onr wi'je and upright 
lulers be pleas^sd to afirud to our nuggestimis, much good wiih no doubt, 
bo the resuli.. At present, by the law regarding the sale of zemindaries 
f(yr arrearf, whi<5h the Government pjopoaes to enact, the charge of 
24 per ccuL. for interest and penaby whieh the /omindars used to pay 
with difficulty, will be done away. We therefore confe^8 it will be a 
boon conferred upon us : but the e^'ils that may still flow from the pro- 
,^o’sIons ot some of the seetious iu the sai<l Act, having been duly cou« 
ifedered by the Society, will be respectfully .-ubmit tod to the Government. 
Whenever common consent is obtained on mattttrs of general welfare, 
gi'cat hopes are entertained for their success. Besides, the advantages 
expected t'rom ihc formation of our Society are innumerable. 

The inhabitant'- oi the mofussii are also gradually appreciating the 
value of this Societ)', which J have gathered from the verbal expression 
of opinion ou the part of several iaiookdars, during my short stay in 
our zemindar ee ai Tipperah. 1 now hope that our Society will per- 
petually continue to assist in whatever may relate to the public good, 
and the trouble which its members may take-in performing its duties 
with heart and han(., will certainly be entitled to our unfeigned encomi- 
uina. It is generally known that^ while .public assemblies are wanting 
in any city, the distresses of the ruled can never be brought to the 
notice of the rulers, nor redressed. If their gidevances ere often 
submitted in application to the local authorities, tliey either cause their 
displeasure, or the complaints appear to them delusory. Consequently, 
the reformation of the condition of our countrymen is interrupted. 

Our present Honorable President in Council having published the 
two new Acts, one for the prohibition of swearing by the Gunga water 
-in the mofus.'^il tribunals, and the other for reducing the rates of 
postage, ^deserve our best thanks. By the latter Act, touch advan- 
tage will bo gained to the community at large ; and it is hoped that 
several communications on public subjects, will be forthcoming from 
time to time. Mark, Gentlemen, that in England the transmission of 
letters by po«t was so abundant, that during one day, nineig ihoueand 
letters were received in the London Post Office, and/or^ ikoueand 
nipees were collected on account of postage. But it is a «pitj that the 
greater of our countrymen are naturally so slothful, that tiiey not 
like to engage in epistolai^ correspondence. Borne are nnw^ng 
write in consideration of complimentary phnaea,!^ achie from Inder. 
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pendence ; ftiid others, from mutufil jealousy and for the preservation 
of dignity, &c., neitlief meet nor communicate with each other. How- 
ever, by the noble example of European policy and customs, these 
disgusting orientsd marners are now-a-dyys fast ilc'olining. 

I am glad to observe tliat some of the European gentlemen, who, 
although residing »t iulistaFK’o from us of about thoumnd miles, 
gontlenicn in Knghind i meun, out of compassion, ^re trying to confer 
bfiiiclitupon our country men; in eonsecpience of which, they have? 
established aii rostitution unclor the denorniLation of the “ British 
Indian Society.” At its first grand meeting, Lord Brougham, having 
taken the chair, delivered an exeellont spoecli, which has appeared in 
the Knglish paper**, and has been seen by all: he, therefore, is 
entitled to our hearty th:iuk‘> ; and it is advisable tor our Society to 
communicate tlicm to Hid Lordship, and to open a coirespondence with 
the said Society. 

J}y fbe list intelligeiico from Europe, wo have been informed that 
the Uighi lieveread the Bishop of London m.*x(o a speech iu the House 
of liOrils to the effect that to fill up the Government treasury with 
duties exacted from Hindu temples, was a mattei* of abhorrence; atid he 
at the same time unwarrantably vilified the general character of the 
natives ; but in vindication of these men, Sir Charles Forbes replied 
to the worthy Bishop’s observations, wherefore, Sir Charles should be 
thanked by us. Should the Government abolish the practice of collect- 
ing duties from pilgrims, and empower the Rajahs, Priests, or Brahmins, 
of the respective religious places, to manage the affairs thereof, without, 
exercising caution against extortion, and keeping the Police in proper 
order, I fear great injury will arise to the lives and properties of 
pilgrims ; because it will be quite impossible for them to conduct those 
duties ; for when the governed are made destitute of comfort, the 
Governor is not praised. 'When Mogul and Hindoo Kings had the 
ruling power in their hands, the outrages of burgees and plunderers 
were common. The acts of former violence have now, under the 
glorious Government of the British, greatly ceased, and all travellerakF' 
pass safely all over India. 

1 dtrnot wbh^to occupy much of your time, Gentlemen, <ind there** 
fore beg io put a period to my present speech. 

At the cloienf the foregoing address, tlie Bijah moved the i^wlag 
i-esolution .. 
mat the Annual Report of the committee be 
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The young Rajah Kissennauth Roy Bahadoor addressed the meeting 
in Bcng.'ili to the folloinng effect ; — 

It affords me great satisfaction to move the second resolution, the 
ofjjcot ot which is to pray the authorities in Europe to complete the 
jiisiice which the Local Government has allowed but by half. When 
1 think of the suffering of my poor countrymen in the mofussil, where 
1 generally reside, and where I have had some opportunities of making 
mvself acquainted with the real nature of the facts, and the sufferings 
consecpient on the resumption operations, I feel assured of the expediency 
ol appealing to England, and also of the favorable result of our appeal 
in that land of justice. We cannot for a moment doubt that the cries 
of so many helpless widows, orphans, and aged, who have been deprived 
of the only means of their existence by the resumption operations, 
will secure for us a favorable hearing. Under these circumstances, 
you will, no doubt, support the resolution I an^ about to move, especially 
when you will have heard from my friend, Mr. Dickens, who has kindly 
promised to second my resolution, the particulars connected with the 
important subject of resumptions. 

The Rajah then read the following resolution : — 

Resolved, that in the present state of the question of resumption of 
the rent-free tenures, and with reference to Mr, Secretary J. P. Grant’s 
letter of 2oth November, it is expedient to appeal to the authorities in 
England with the view to obtain complete redress. 

Mr. T. Dickens then addressed the meeting to the following effect 

I rise to second the resolution which has been moved by Cooar 
Kissennauth who has just sat down. Permit me to take the oppor- 
tiiiilty afforded by this our second general meeting since the formation 
of the liandhulders’ Society, to congratulate you warmly on the results 
which hare already attended our efforts in favor of the public good 
in general, and the just interests of the owners and cultivators of the 
soil. Permit me, too, to congratulate you on the extension and strength 
which our Society has already attained, though scarcely twelve months 
have elapsed since it was fully organized. Permit me lastly to con- 
gratulate you on the moderation and good sense which have charac- 
terized all your proceedings, and to which in a great degree must be 
attributed the generally successful results which have attended your 
representations. Before I proceed to the business which more parti- 
culary induces me to address you, let me notice the statements which 
have recently been made respecting this Society, and which I can 
only characterize as misrepresentations which may^have been mistakes. 
It has been said that you are purely a metropolitan Society, having but 
little or no connection with the landholders of the moifiissii, and that 
it is necessary, in order to render the Society useful, that branch Soeie^es 
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should be formed in the interior. I fully admit the propriety and 
utility of branch associations, but the fact is that many such have 
been formed, and more arc in progress, and more would have been 
formed but for the difficulty of intercourse and communication in this 
country, which by no means abounds in facilities for communication. 
As to the assertion that this Society is merely or chiefly a metropolitan 
association, having no roof in the provinces, and but little connection 
with their inhabitants, no assertion could have been hazarded that was 
more thoroughly inacenrute. In every zilluli of Bengal, in most of 
those in Bcliar and Benares, and in many beyond the Cnrumnassa, wc 
number associates and supporters, and those of all classes, both native 
zemindars, and English and European phmters. The amount of 
pioperty possessed by the supporters of this Association in the mofus- 
sil is enonnoas. I point to my young friend here, Cooar Kissennauth, 
the mover of this resolution, the second largest landholder in Bengal, — 
second, 1 believe to none but the Rajah of Burdwan, who, some day 
or other I hope to see also a member of this Society. I point to many 
of the native gentlemen and others around this table, and I see at one 
glance men po8sca.sed of landed estates in the mofussil which millions 
would not purchase, and whose connection with Calcutta is trifling, as ' 
regards property, compared with their interest in the mofussil. It 
is in vain then that our opponents affirm, with more or less good faith, 
that we have no branches in the mofussil. No, Gentlemen, it is pre- 
cisely because we have struck root in every zillah ; and have extended 
the ramifications of our Society throughout the land that these sug- 
gestions are made. Let us go on extending and prosper by it ; let us 
form, promote, encourage by all means in our power branch Societies ; 
but let us never forget the pai-amoant necessity of union and eo-opera- 
tion. By this alone shall we have power to aid the efforts of Govern- 
ment for the improvement of the country, when, as is generally th« 
case, the efforts of the Society are directed to ends which the local 
authorities approve; or power to aid ourselves when, as in the instance 
of the resumption of rent-free tenures, we find ourselves in apparent 
opposition to the opinions of, perhaps, a majority of the Council. I 
now turn to the resolution which is before you for consideratiour 
the present state of the question of the resumption of rent-free tenureSi 
it is expedient to appeal to the Home authoriti^,s.’' Thus the resolu^on 
is expressed, and the question to he asked and answered is, why it it 
expedient to appeal, and what is our chance of success in p a{^l ? I 
reply, that it is expedient to appeal because we have almdy,|ait^ here 
fU tl^ wq can exi$cttogeiii» and therefore we must abandon the eat^ 
or^cany it fbfNh«r,andperietminaatFenuoturlmt^^ 
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Since you began the contest, scarce a twelvemonth ago, you have 
already gained half the battle. One effort more— a powerful, a well- 
combintitl, a^rmly sustained effort — and yon may gain the other half. If 
not by one effort, then by many, renew the contest at every opportunity, 
and never abandon a cause wliich, by its strength and intrinsic justice, 
will in the end, in my beb'ef, assuicdly prevail, if it be not betrayed by 
its supporters. Kecollect, Gentlemen, what was tlic state of opinion on 
this subject a year ago, and look what it is now. I do not speak of 
piildic or popular opinion, but of the opinion of the Government Itsidf’ 
which in some sense we may be truly said to oppose, but which w'e 
oppose, without factiousness and with real respect, in n matter of the 
greatest importance to the interest of the country, and a matter re- 
specting which it is so far from being plain that tlie opinions of the 
members of Government agree, that on Ihc contr.uy it is a fair, neces- 
sary, and irresistible inference drawn from their acts, that they do not 
agree amongst themselves, and that they do agree with us at least to 
the extent of half our claims. I cannot pretend to allude, and 1 do not 
mean to allude in tbe remotest degree, to any private ('jiinions of any 
members of Government. I make no pretence to any knowledge of 
them on the subject of the resumption of rent-free tenures. I only 
icasori from llie public letters and the Acts of Government, and 1 sec 
in them sullicient reason to conclude that the Government is in reality 
by no means so unfriendly to our claims as sliallow and Jesuitical 
advocates of public bad faith would insinuate, and T do not think it 
altogetlier impossible that our appeal homo may be viewed in that 
quarter without disapprobation, although it is scarcely to be expected 
it could meet with direct encouragement. Supposing, however, that 
in a single question, we, as nicnibers of this Society, were in opposition 
to the views of Government, there is no reason why such an opposition 
sliould not exist, should not be avowed, should not be maintained. 
The concessions that have been made are at once testimonies of appro- 
batmn of tliC mode in which our opposition to the original measure of 
resumption was conducted, and an admission of its necessity. I should 
be glad to know, if this Society had not come to the aid of those 
members of Government who think that resumption, in the hands of 
its zealous professors and practitioners, was at no very remote a period 
carried with too high a Land and too unreflecting velocity, what chance 
should we Lave had of arresting those measures which have now been 
checked iu mid-career t If, however, because tlie Government only 
half agrees with us, and does not go the whole length which we wish 
and urge them to go, we must be represented as being in opposition to 
Govermuent. Be it so ; lam content. I know of no reason or law 
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which calls upon me to suiTcnder my opinion on this subject, in which 
I ha^e not a particle of personal interest, speaking of interest in a 
pecuniary sense alone, to the opinion of other man or meill^ whether 
members of Government or not. All I am bound to do, and all this 
Society is bound to do, is what we shall all take very good care to do, 
namely, to treat the local Government, which fully merits it from us, 
with careful respect, and to follow up our arguments and our appeal 
with equal moderation and firmness. If we under' akc this appeal, do 
not miscalculate your means— <lo not, as has too often been done, trust 
to the moral force of argument alone — do not relax after one eifort. 
Consider, if you do encounter opposition, what it is that you undertake. 
You would have to oppose incomparably the most powerful corpora- 
tion that has ever existed in England, and which, in all reasonable 
probability, would be aided, not opposed, by the ministry of the day. 
Against such a combination of power, nothing but organised and disci- 
plined exertion will be of the slightest avail. I have said it to you 
often, I repeat it here earnestly and emphatically, that without an 
organized agency in England, an extra parliamentary agency and an 
agency within the House of Commons, well-selected, paid, laborious and 
energetic, as well as well-intentioned, you will do absolutely nothing. 
Choose then whether you will support this, or abandon a struggle that 
will be utterly hopeless, and only expose those who threw themselves 
into the foremost ranks as leaders in the contest to certain defeat and its 
attendant mortification. 1 have seen sometbing of society elsewhere ; 
1 have had long experience of it here ; and while I feel bound to say 
of Calcutta that I know few cities where there exists a greater fund of 
public spirit, I know of none where there exists less union, and 
where public spirit is more wasted in ineffectual displays, or thrown 
away in single and desultory efforts. I am far from saying that, in the 
last few years, nothing has been achieved. Much has been gained 
for the cause of good government by the effirts of this community, 
but little indeed in comparison with what might have been attained 
by more regular and continued exertlbns. Let me impress upon your 
minds again and again, that nothing is to be expected, as nothing is 
ever, or if ever, but very rarely, obtained by a single effort— nothing, 
i mean, that is great or even considerable. As water wears the hardest 
Stone, not by force alone, but by continual ^falling, so does the perpe- 
tually renewed endeavour and the indestructible determination to 
win the right, enable the patient combatant to stand at last a viotor in 
the arena. Often, from defect in this obstintte perseverance, so essen- 
tial (0 success in aU poUtiGal di^renees, have I seen the Inhabitants 
of ildeatta resemUe the young and reckless duvalry described, by a 
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gfvat poet, and wbo was moreover what a frreat poet is not alwajrs— - 
a ^TC.it maii, that 


‘'Scomiiijc; danger’s name, 

In eager mood fo bailie came; 

Tlieir valour like liglit straw on flame. 

A tierce but fjulmg fire.” 

Let not your rflPorts resemble these, and give evidence where your 
interest and your rights are so nearly concerned of something better,'*- 
than tbc best intentions. Do not trust to those who would persuade 
you that you will always find leaders among lho^e who agree with you 
in opinion, and advocates for nothing. In England, there are hardly 
live men who understand your cause, or could be made to understand 
it thoroughly, however much they may love justice, unless it was 
urged and explained, and made clear by those who would have a stronger 
motive tiiui' a mere love of abstract justice and fair dealing to inspire 
them It is not popular enough for a party to handle, and far too 
dIHi('ult f(/r a mere rhetorician to touch with profit. In India you are 
not likely to- be better supplied with gratuitous leaders who can devote 
thmnsclves as zealously and as laboriously as the occasion requires to^ 
aid you. Few — very few men liere have any leisure at all. All must 
perceive that in this and similar questions, they are only likely to 
fltlainone reward, and that is the reward of their own approbation 
and their own consciences. If it be said to me, “but this will be 
oclioed back by the publu voic-e, and they will also obtain that highest 
of all rewards when really accorded to good actions, the meed of well- 
earned popularity.” J should say again, what is the value of this last 
reward, that a wise man should place his dependence on it ? Is not the 
shortness d the duration of all popularity the subject of warnings 
so numerous as to be the most hackuied of commonplaces ? Is it not 
as fickle as tbc wind, unstable as water, a type ond metaphor of all 
uncertainty, the very antipodes of all certainty, except the certainty oi 
di'^appoiiilraont, worn away by gradual envy, overcast by gathering 
misrepresentation, destroyed by open hostility ? Depend upon it, while 
a wise man always sets a just value on the kind of reward, he ^ets no 
more ; and if you mean to be well served, you musif make it the interest 
of those who have ability, as well as good will, to defend your interests. 

If wo pass the resolution which I recommend to your adoption, we 
shall express an opinion that it is expedient to appeal to the Ilome 
authorities. Permit me to recall to your recollect*^ that while we 
may infer that the Government here is favorable to us in principle, 
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although it prefers to keep half the profit of the measure that it 
virtually condemns, the Court of Diiectors must be deemed to be 
altogether favorable to our prayer. The only public document I 
know of on this subject emanating from that Ct)urt, is the public letter 
of (1 think) February 1831, an extract of which was printed in the 
parliamentary papers, and lias been so often quoted in this controversy. 
In tliat extract, the Directors distinctly announce the necessity of 
observing inviolate the principle that a certain lapse of time should 
j)rotect the owner of property from all resumption and all enquiry, 
they gravely recommend the adoption here of a law of limitation 
similar to that introduced with so much advantage, say they, at Bombay 
in 1S20, unaware that the law at Bombay was simply an imitation of 
one that had been in force here near 20 years before, the existence of 
which last law had, however, been suppressed and even denied in the 
public letter of this Government of 1830, which they were then 
answering, a suppression and a denial, the acts probably of some Secretary 
who knew enough of what he was writing about, to render the discovery 
of such a passage and state paper of this Government n source of 
rather startling rejections to the owners of land. But to resume : in 
addition to these recommendations, the Court of Directors add another^ 
namely, the necessity of rigidly adhering to those principles laid down 
in the preambles of Lord Cornwallis’s revenue laws, in which a public 
pledge is given that the question of right to the soil shall, as between 
the Government and the subject, be judged by the regular and per- 
manently constituted judicial tribunals, because, say they, with some 
exaggeration perhaps, but with a most honorable and praiseworthy 
anxiety for the strict administration of justice— “It is not only neces- 
sary that our Courts should administer strict justice, but it is even of 
more importance that they should bo believed to administer strict justice.” 
I say theu, Gentlemen, to these men, to this Court of Directors that 
writes words of so much encouragement, it is expedient to appeal. 
To this state paper, to this public record, so unlike many we have of late 
had to reflect upon, I point with trusting admiration, and I say that this is 
at once both a beacon of hope and a haven of safety. Its language is 
wise, philosophical, impartial, just; let us hope and believe, to coi^lete 
the catalogue of its merits, that it is also prophetic. 

As I urge upon you, GenUemen, the necessity of perseverance and 
the expediency of an appeal, it wfll be by no means sujierflaous that 
I should here give, though in a brief and condensed form, an exposl- 
tioD of the state of the argument on this question of the retom^on 
of free tenures. By the laws of Lmrd ComwaBii in 17 W, which, 
taken with die Limitation Act of Lord WeUesl^ of 1803 , may weU be 
termed the charter of the lakherajdars as of the h(^ef» of alt Jiadh 
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under the permanent Bettlcinent, and the permanent settlement itself; 
these things were in substance enacted. First, that no tenure, how- 
ever acquired, possessed as a rent-free tenure prior to the 12th 
August 1765, should, on any pretext whatsoever, be disturbed or re- 
assessed, and that no rent-free tenure, though subsequent to that date, 
should be re-essessed or resumed, provided the possessor could shew 
a sixty years’ unquestioned possession. Secondly, that a general registry 
of all rent -free tenures, a sort of Doomsday Book, should be forthwith 
Gonipiled tor each zillah (I may digress here to observe that some of 
the«e registry laws are subsequent to 1802, and as late as 1808, but 
that makes no sort of difference) in books made out in duplicate, which 
should be signed and verified in each page (I think) by the Judge or 
Collector of the zillali, and then one copy being kept at the zillah 
station, the other should be sent to the Sudder Board of Ilovenue, in 
order that, as far as human foresight could go, an imperishable record 
might remain of these claims to exemption. By these registry laws, 
it was provided further that personal notice should be served upon 
each lakherajdar to come forward and produce his title deeds and 
claims to exemption withm (I think) one year ; and it was further 
provided, that in default of the production of such deed and daims to 
exemption within the specified period, such rent-free tenures should be 
liable to forfeiture and resumption at the suit of Government before 
the regular tribunals, provided the notice and servants to produce was 
duly proved. Thirdly and lastly, those laws of 17y3, in most clear, 
precise, positive, nuy, even eloquent language— for words that have 
the character of such perfect wisdom have also the character of true 
eloquence- -enacted (and solemnly pledged this Government through 
nil time to come to adhere to the principle thus promulgated) that in 
all casc'^ of disputed claims to land betw een the posstissors and the 
(iovemmenr. the right should be decided by tlic regular judicial 
tribunals, and not by tbe Revenue authorities, or by special and excep- 
tional tribunals franied and organised for the express purpose of enquiry 
into obsolete Government claims, or more for that purpose than any 
other. 

This, Gentlemen, Is the substance of the laws of 1793, — a body of laws 
replete with ])o]i<*,y, unsurpassed in justice, more calculated to conciliate 
the subject and adviinct. the honor of the Government, than any colonial 
code I have ever read of, and which, until condemned and all but overthrown 
by men bearing only t)ie name of statesmen, might have been pointed at by 
Kngbshmen with pride tu* an unparalleled example of the moderation 
of a humane and civilized people in conquest. Should we be found in 
opposition to a Government that acted on such principles as that of 
Lord Cornwallis ; should we be found prompt or eager to blame, slow or 
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backwai\i iu appluiiLliiig ‘(uch motivcR and anoli practice Far from it; 
but prcciwely in tlio tlogree that, misled by sliallow experimentators, 
eager to make the fortune of an official representation by the easy 
process of giving a back him to the financial screw, the Government 
departs from the jmnciples of 2>emanent settlement and the jdedges 
-of Lord Cornwallis, it requires no supernatural gifts to enable us to 
foretell that the results of opjmsition will become more sordid and dense, 
and its calculations more (»f that class than according to a great general 
principle favor. We have then the laws of 1793, and the latter 
pledge oi the Court of Directors, that tho.-^c laws should and ought 
to be upheld. What is there against us ? the arguments of our 
opponent ! Tt has ])cen said over and over again, with every variety 
of ignorance and llippaucy in the newspapers, that the laws of 1819 
and 1828, both as to the limitations of time, the nature of the rights 
of Government, and the quality and composition of the trib»nal that 
were to try those rights when it pleased the officers of Government to 
urge them against the lakherajdars, completely changed, repealed, 
modified, and reversed the laws of 1793 and 1802 ; and moreover, that 
this was rightly done, that it was attempted, and as tar as the com- 
position of the new tribunals was concerned, perfected, I freely admit. 
The only question that remained behind, which minds of this stamp 
never thought of discussing, was whether it could be done lawfully 
and rightfully. Now I maintain deliberately, after long reflection, and 
pledge myself to maintain the proposition anywhere, that, neither as to 
the limitation of time, the necessity of notice before forfeiture for non- 
registry, the composition of the tribunals, could the law of 1819 and 
1828 repeal; vary, or modify by any one substantial particulai to the 
advantage of Govcruinent, or the disadvantage of the lakherajdar, the 
laws of 1793. I should maintain this quite as firmly if the Government 
of that day possessed, os these official sciolists suppose, a plenary 
legislative power, but it did not possess any such power or anything 
like it : its power was a strictly delegated power, with restrictions which 
it thought fit deliberately to disregard and did disregard with impunity; 
but impunity, however long, can never prevail against right, when well 
.urged and backed by power, and it is always in the competence of 
Parliament to set aU injustice, however snugly done, under the color 
of our assumed authority when the injustice is once made manifest, 
and it is shown that the root of this noxious tree was a sheer legisktive 
usurpation. If such a power had been assumed for good ends, and 
when it was assumed for good ends in these cases, indeed oonvenience 
may dictate the necessity of refosing to alter that to which 
aothiiig but a technical objection Is it were ; but it is otherwise, when 
wrong has been done, and the wrongdoers ate brought to^birof 
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h'gislativo judgment, T affirm, which may serve as^a summary of the 
whole proposition on this head, tlint the laws of 1793 and 1802 respect- 
ing both the limitation of time and the composition of the tribunals 
were not to be considered in the light of oTHlinary laws, laying down 
definitions of civil rights, and regulating the acquisition and extent of 
possession of property, but were distinct, delibcratti, solemn public 
pledges and compacts between the Government and its subjects, whicli 
ic was in the power of the successors of the former at no time to vary 
and alter in one iota to its own advantage,— when I say power, T speak 
of lawful power, of power and right as co-existent. I think the Indian 
legislative reformers of the modem school, the men of plenary powers, 
are apt to make the mistake of supposing that the rights of Government 
are co-extensive with Its power. There is a class of these men, and 
their miserable advocates of the newspapers, who lay down in almost 
direct and positive tenus a proposition equivalent in terms to this : the 
Government, being a mere rmatce for the public of the revenues, had 
no right, has no right to limit its demands under any circumstances, so 
as to produce the slightest inequality of taxation on land ; and if it has 
done so at any i)eriod of time, by pledges however deliberate, well 
considered at the time, and solemnly promulgated, the moment all this 
is found out or conceived to be a mistake, it is according to the eternal 
fitness of things to break these pledges and to equalize again all men 
under the revenue roller. I turn. Gentlemen, from men and from 
nrguments of this stamp without a word of comment mure. T will not 
waste my time and yours on such things. 

Our opponents have urged in the newspapers, and elsewhere, many 
things on the subject of registry, which it is, however, nece.ssary to 
notice. One word of digre.ssion may be allowed me on the subject qf 
newspapers. Coming forward as a public advocate, and a disin- 
terested Olio too, I may make bold to say, on this or any public (jues- 
tion, I will not, as a general rule, answer men who do not come forward 
in their own proper names, or who come forward half masked. Here, 
in this place, before this assembly, before any meeting of this Society, 
at the appointed time, T am ready to meet any man or any number 
of men on these questions, and to render reasons for my conduct and 
for my opinions ; but I will not bandy words in a fruitless and endless 
series of disputes with nameless men. I return to the subject of the 
registry of rent-free tenures. I asserted in my former address to you, 
that no such thing fis a full, legal, and authentic registration of rent- 
free tenures, according to the laws of 1793 to 1808, had ever been in 
existence at any one period of time in any one zillah of Bengal. I 
now, after the experience and eoqniri^ of twelve monthi and more, and, 
after the caution imposed by bold denials, here deliberately, advisedly 
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preparedJy^ and knowingly repeat the assertion, and distinctly pledge 
myself to uphold it. You will recollect wliat manner of registry that 
was to be, which was prescribed as well to the Government as to the 
lakliivfljdtti'. It was a registry eompiled, a/ler personal notice to the 
latter, fn^m his title deeds, entered into two duplicate original booksi 
signed by the authorities, one to be kept as an authentie public record 
in the zillali, the other to be traiiMnitted to thi^ Sudder Board of 
Revenue in this metropolis. I say no one such book kept according 
to law ever existed, Well do I recollect how one of my opponents 
attempted to deny my plain, precise, yet fully defined and guarded 
assertion. He said, “ How can it be coolly averred that no such thing as 
a full registry exists in any zillah, when in the province of Cuttack 
alone, there are 157,367 rent-free tenures” (or some such very precise 
numbers were given) “ sent in for registry.” I was staggered a little. 
Gentlemen, but only a little, and but for a moment, by the particularity 
of the denial and the way it was put. However, when I came to 
con^^de^, it was but for a moment I bethought me that the appearance 
of accuracy in minute details, the particularities and the circumstan- 
tialitu's acc^Mupanying the assertion of any fact had really nothing to 
do after all with the home question, is it true or notf I recollect 
reading an amusing way of putting this in the “ Antiquary,” when Mr. 
Jonathan Oldbuck, tired of waiting for the Portanferry diligence, 
by long behind its time, and reasoning on the logician's maxim, that 
between what is non-apparent and non-existent there is in reality no 
ditTcrence, takes to doubting of the physical existence of that coach, 
and informs the owner, Mrs. Macelcuchar, of his doubts. She re- 
sponds .—“Oh, Lord, Sir, a’ the neebors ken it weel; three yellow 
wheels and a black ane.” Oldbuck rejoins:— “Woman, thy special des- 
cription will not ser^e, for after all it may be only a lie with a circum- 
etance,” Well, Gentlemen, so did I reflect that this number of 157,367, 
and so fl)rth, might be not a lie indeed, but only a special evasion with a 
plural circumstance, and so I set myself to enquire, and 1 found what 
I expected after a very few minutes’ thought, which would be the fact, 
that there were vast bundles of Hredads' or little deeds heaped up 
ill the repositories of the revenue authorities, but which had never 
been authorized, arranged, authenticated, registered in a book in the 
prescribed form^ in duplicate, or in anywise detU with according to the 
requisition of the laws. So much for this denial. When I received 
it, I was, as I said to you, staggered; but, after one example of the 
kind, I felt very at ease as to the degree of respect necessary 
to pay to the candour of such an opponent I may llittstrate this 
Matter quality still forth^l^ one other ^^e queaWn between us 
was die registry or non-registiy aoeonMng to the laws of the perma- 
... • c 
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noatly settled provinces of Benp^l under the laws of 1793, and which 
hid been acquired at the time of the gi’ant of the Dewanny of 17G5 ; 
the instance of denial selected for choice was the proyincti of Cuttack, 
acqtiired in 1803 or 1804, and wliich did not bccouio a province 
subject to our Regulations till, I think, the letter year, or 1806; 
but, speaking, as I do purelv from memory and without any sort of 
preparation, T will not 'my I am sure of the latter dates, but 
before 1803, I am suie. I had aflSrmeh Gentlemen, another fact, 
namely, that the Deputy GoUeotoni ot Government forming the 
tribunal of first instance under new j)bilosopbical regimen 
admimsterod to the people of tills country, were instnicted, and did, 
in fact, proceed upon this prinr iplc, namely, that they knew the burden 
of pro>f of registry on the laklicrajdar summoned, and in default of 
proof of registry resumed his laud, ami this too without requiring 
from the Government, that is, from theroselvc!- or their ov u siiiior, 
client aiiy of the smallest proofs of notice to bring in the tiile deeds 
for registry. I affirm this fact, again I affirm it solemnly, 
without qualification ; after enquiry I was met here, too, by Skuue 
opponent, and informed that an order had been sent some time before, 
prohibiting the Deputy Collectors from such practices in future. 
Again I was staggered, though by this time instructed and inducted 
into a reasonable scepticism, as to the asserticu and denials oi my 
adversary. You will observe that the question was a general one 
pervading all the zillahs ; so my affirmation was couched, so you will 
perceive was the denial to all appearance. How stood the fact after 
due enquiry? I found, not to my amazement, for I had learned enough 
not Lo wonder at such trifles as those, that in one zillah, that of Rajsbnhye^ 
in V hich the lakherajdars had handed into the authorities their title 
deeds, which, by the neglect of the authorities, had been destroyed (no 
nncoinrnou case as I hear), Mr. Deputy Collector Goad, to his honor 
be it, spoken, had made earnest representa^tions on the subject of the 
harddiip and injustice be must needs bo the agent of, if he followed 
his c rdtTs, and thereupon a letter had been written — to whom f wliy to 
Mr. Deputy Collector Goad, aud I am not sure to any other in Rajsbaiivo, 
but I am willing to take it for granted to all other Deputy Collectors pf 
Raishahye, not to enforce resumption for mere defect of registry under 
the special circumstanceA of the case in that^ zillah. So here was nei- 
ther a public law duly promiilgatod, nor/k law contemplated, nor even 
a generid circular letter of the Sudder Board of Revenue, When I 
saw this last denial, feeling bound as a public dei^utant to a fiill know- 
ledge of aU public and published accessible records^ feeling bound to a 
fnli knowledge of the laws, common oandcztr as a man and gentlemani 
I enquired, I found how the matter stood, and then I feJi bound to 
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myself to discontiuue a dispute that could, as I thought, bo no longer 
persevered in with propriety. 

To recapitulate, Gentlemen, the strength, pith, and substanoo of our 
case as I behold it. We have had three distinct pledges of old time 
from this Government in its better da}S — pledges sanctioned by law, 
by reason, by justice, by time, by expediency, and by the sanctity of 
moderation in self-seeking imposed by conquerors on themselves— tlio 
pledge that a given limitation should protect, the pledge that an au- 
thentic »*egLstry should record and protect, the pledge that compara- 
tively pure and impartial tribunals should protevt. These pledges, I 
care not from whose fault, nor from what causes, the Local Government 
has not kept. These pledges, at least two of them, the Court of 
Directors, in its general letter so often alluded to, has recommended 
its Oovonimont to keep inviolate, and pledged itself again and doubly 
and by anticipation, not to break. It is expedient, therefore, when half 
is given to you for justice, and half retained by the Local Government, 
as the profit of injustice to appeal to the Home authorities. Appeal 
then, appeal, and persevere. 

Before I sit down and leave this theme, once more let mo entreat, let 
mo implore, let me counsel and advise yon, if my advice have the least 
weight with you, and I think not much of persuasive oratory and 
would fain couvince rather than perauade ; and if I do not convinoe 
would not care to persuade, even an opponent, to bear impressed upon 
your inmost minds the necessity of union. Let it be ydur banner cry 
and your rallying word, with it and your own strength, and the strength 
of a cause that supports oven the feeble } you must, you will, you 
cannot fail to conquer. 

The Chairman briefiy explained, first iu Bengali, then in Oordo, 
the object of Mr. Dickens* address and the resolution, and put the 
latter to the vote. Carried asm. co». 

Mr. Turton, on rising to propose the second resolution, said that he 
was always anxious his motions and objects should be clearly under# 
stood, and that those whom he addressed, and whose support he asked 
for any proposition which he submitted to them, should be well aware 
of the nature and effect of it If he felt that anxiety generally, he 
was more particularly pressed by it on the present ocoaeion, Irom what 
had appeared in the last number of a newi^er called the Frimd 
IndiOy an article which he greatly regretted, because, whilst he approved 
' of the general tone and tenor of that pi^, lie could not but think that 
in the present instance they had miiUlm and misiepiomted the 
el^ti and the conduct of that Society, with which iiwnahia.. (Mr. 
. T/a) lutotttbn to reoocunend the preaeot to 

niaU eoihaoa eanMi 
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That Society was accused by the Friend of India of having “ mani*' 
ibsted a disposition to receive and disseminate every charge against the 
Government of India, however preposterous.” If he ( Mr. T. ) thought 
they had manifested any such disposition, he should not recommend 
to the Landholders’ Society to unite with them. But in his opinion 
they had merely manifested a disposition to give thtdr attention to the 
interests of the inhabitants of India as a portion of the unrepresented 
British subjects; to gather information, and n* disseminate it; to 
enquire into any grievances of which they might complain, and if such 
complaints should be found to be just, — if on any qm‘stion after enquir- 
ing, it should be found that the Government were wrong, and the people 
right, “ by all peaceful, lawful, temperate, moderate and cordial means 
to endeavour to obtain the people’s redress.” These were the words of 
Lord Brougham, and in this spirit he (Mr. T.) proposed the resolution. 
When he read the language of Lonl Brougham in detailing the general 
objects of the meeting, and saw that he congratulates the meeting 
that it was composed of men of all parties ; when he saw one of the most 
active members was Sir Charles Forbes, whom the meeting so justly 
designated as the “l>enevolent Father of India,” one of the most 
amiable and benevolent men he (Mr. Turton) knew, and one certainly 
the least open to the charge of supporting a factious opposition ; one 
who was notoriously opposed to that line of politics which Lord 
Brougham had generally pursued; he could not, and he would not 
believe, that the objects of the meeting, at which Lord Brougham 
presided, was to shew any factious opposition to the Government of 
this country, or to do more than to aid the unrepresented people of 
India in obtaining a hearing of their complaints, to investigate them, 
and, if found tA) be just, but not otherwise, assist them to obtain redress. 
It was for this reason that he, who could not but be interested for the 
prosperity of India, in connection and union with his native country, 
proposed co-operation with a Society having such objects. Before 
making further observations, he would read to the meeting the resolu- 
tion, which, in conclusion, it was his intention to move, and which 
would render the comments he might make more intelligible. 

After reading, the following resolution was passed 

8rd. — Resolved that the Society see with extreme satisfaction the 
formation of the British*^ India Society, and ^at it is expedient that 
all persons interested in the prosperity of India should give their 
hearty co-operation to its objects, in order to identify the interests of * 
the inhabitants of this country with those of Great Britain. 

Mr. T. proceeded It was well known to his native ftieilds, espe* 
dally to his friend, Dwarkanath Tagore, who stood behind him, . 
prepared to second the motion, that he had never professed to propose 
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measures to them, which liad for their object enabling them to govern 
tliemselves, looking forward to a period when the country should no 
lofiger form a part of the British Empire. He looked forward to no 
such period. If he thought that any measure would lead to such a 
result, he would not be the man to propose it ; he would oppose it. 
He sought by every means in his humble power to support sm^h inoa- 
i^uras as in his judgment would augment tlie splendour, and preserve 
the integrity of the Uiltish Empire— to extend and uphold it-s rule, 
including its foreign dependencies throughout the world, by all lauda- 
ble means, so long as that rule was maintained on principles of equity, 
justice, and equal rights to all. But it was not as a con(|uercd nation 
that ho desired to retain the inhabitants of India as British subjects, 
but {IS brethren in every respect; as constituting a part of the kingdom 
of (Beat Britain as fellow-subjects — with the same feelings, the same* 
interests and objects, and the sjime rights as the British-born inhabitants 
of England. He admired the principle adopted of old by the Romans, 
of irw v)rporating their coiupiests with Home, and granting to the con- 
qiuucd tlie privileges of IBunan citizens. It had frequently been said, 
tljut the British rule in India was but the empire of the sword. He 
wished to see established in its place the empire of opinion. He 
thought one of the first and most important steps towards creating 
opinions in favor of the British rule in India, was the settlement of 
1793. It was notorious that, where that extended, the people had the 
moat attachment to the British Government— let the principle be 
extended throughout the British territories in the East, and the people 
will find it their inierest to support the Government. If th{tt wereso, 
it was most impolitic to interfere or tamper with that settlement. It 
was, and it was considered by all here, a species of charter, a bargain 
between the governors and the governed, and it should be maintained 
in all Us integrity. He stopped not to enquire whether or not, as was 
stated by the Friend of India^ it supported on unequal and therefore 
unju4 fixation; but, admitting it to be so, he still hoped to see, ^ as 
anticipated by the Friend of IndiOy “ the eloquence of George Thomp- 
son, and the sarcasm of Lord Brougham,” employed in support of that 
good faith which was essential to the maintenance of the opinion of the 
people of India in favor of the British Government, under which they 
live, being that upon which they could bes^ roly for the protection of 
their property and rights. This would be the best assurance which the 
Home Government could possess for the maintenance of their power* 
If the Association at home thought the same, they would support the 
objects of the Society here, not oihmrm. He ifouhl uoirexamaie 
hmhv that Associatiott merited the ehanoterithidi the Frimd i^finditt 
had assigned to it ^ ^ . 
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i'fr '< ilu’n proceeded to read various extracts from the article ill 
iL of India, aud compare them with passages in Lord 

fu’. ng'iaiu’s Speech, with the whole of which he eutirely concurred. 
'W'lt'u him, said Mr. T., I enter not into the question of the policy of 
ilic Government of India, in a national point of tiew ; but 1 agree that 

hat dominion cannot be possessed without entailing a co-relativo 
duty on Ergland. She must govern it upo/i principles which consult 
thi good of the millions of her subjects.” Let her do that, and the 
ompiiC of opinion will supersede the empire of the sword. Now let 
u.^ how far Lord Brougham .ittacks, or invites attacks upon the 

nipany. Mr. T. thou read the following passages; — 

“ It in a thing the furthest from any intention of mine upon this occasion 
to offer one single word in disparagement, or betokening the slightest 
dist'rspect for the ‘ Company* I heliece ike intention of the Company 
to he good (Hear, hear), I believe the Company to have done all the 
good it can. 1 beliere it has done immeasnreable good to India, 1 believe 
that htdia, from the picture I am about to give, had cause much more 
loudly to complain when it was groa^nng under its native chiefs — the 
Mnhomsdan Government, or the Mogul of (he country. The Company 
hm succeeded to their dominion, has mitigated the hardship of (heir 
rule ; has swayed a sceptre of good policy for which the natives of 
India have reason to be thankful, I behove, as firmly as 1 believe that 
J am at this moment in this Hall, that the natives of India owe a bounds 
less debt of gratitude to the Company and to the people of England 
(C'heei’s), Much may have dictated their course — much of selfishness, 
as will always happen in the best of Governments, and as is always sure to 
happen most where those Governments are the least under popular control, 
may have existed, and much intoleration has necessarily arisen both i\ 
justice and in policy ; but upon (he whole, the government of India by 
the Company has redounded not more to the benefit of the Govermont 
than ft) the governed*'* 

Mr. T. then proceeded : — In all this I agree entirely, and what 
Lord Brougham uttered in the heifring of the descendants of some of 
those very Mahomedan Princes whose Government he denounced, 1 dg 
nut liesitate to reiterate here. I believe the people of this country have 
sense and intelligence enough to f*jel, to know, to acknowledge that 
the Government of Engimid is immeaaurttbly«supenor in every respect 
to the Goveniment of the best of the Mahomedan Princes wMch pre» 
ceded it, and secure to them the possession of their property beymid 
what they could hope to expect from any Government which they could 
establish, if the British rule were put an end to. If, then, with these 
feelings towards the Company, Lord Brougham states Iho otgects of. 
the combination to be in order first : to derive extensive infonatlten at 
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home as to the rotate of tlniigs in India ; next, k> point out tlio just 
wanU of Ihelv i(*llow-8uhjot ts to the people at homo ; and lastly, to 
endc‘avi»ur by dv^i U'sion, and by nil peaceful and irKKierale and U-.m* 
peraie moans to prociu'o reformation of I hose abuses, mid t j cure iJiose 
evils, would it become us on this side to hang bade, to t’e^u^e that 
inform.itim^ they ^eck and a>k ?” J^ati^hod iu n*y miml, aaid Mr. 
Tiirton, that benevoh'nee and philanthr<)pv arc th*' motivi'? vvln'eh liav^o 
originated the So<-iety, and peaceful repre.-teiitatjon, diseu-sien,' and 
reraonstranee, the mean,-! whi< h tliey w'oiild empio)'. 1 recommend to 
your adoption the reMdvui</n wliich 1 have read. 

Mr. Turiori tiicn iidv^orted lo the resolutions of ihe Society as piib- 
li8he<l in the p.ipers here, and said that, he found iiotiung iu them 
which alarmed hijtt nr le<| iiim to .suppose that the (‘hjeols of the Society 
were otimr than what they were described by Lord Bnmgham ; and 
after some fiirllier observations, which we regret being unable to report 
at length, again read the resolution, and stro.igly recommending it to 
the adoption of iJie meeting, Mr. T. sat down in the midst of loud 
cheers. 

Baboo Dwavkanath Tagore spoke to ihe following effect : — 

(hIentleman, — After the able and eloquent manner in which 
my friends, Mr, l)iekon.s and Mr. Tiirtou, have explainorl to you 
the nature of tlie subject, espeeiidly the expediency of oo-operat- 
ing with the Society now fi^rmed jn England for tlx) benefit 
of this eouniry. niithing rornaina for mo to add, except a few rc- 
insrks which my perscmal, experience lias suggested, and which 
liuve not b-tuu brought to your notice. It is a matter of congratulation 
to me and to all true fnendin of India that in a meeting convened 
chiefly for the purpose of co-operating with the Society in England, 
tlr*re are present landholders of the highest respectability. I am sure 
I cannot be wrong, were I to estimate the an||»unt of Government 
revenue paid by those present af^bout a cron of rupoes annually, being 
nearly a third of the aggregate land revenue of ihe permanently settled 
provinces. The Inst number of the Friend of fndia, adverting to the 
pre^t meeting, charges the Landholders’ Sociely with selfishness. 1 
^am willing to allow that self-love is the mainspring of human actions, 
and that every society has some particular ohjjecfc or objects in view, 
which it endeavours to accomplish; but before I plead guilty to the 
charge made by the Friend of Inik against this Isstitutioii, on the 
groaod of its agitating the reausipttoii question, I should like to be * 
informed how many of the meijlmm of it pqisess rent-free land (Umr^ 
htar.) fbriraMn, 

I ask, mn M ba nI^ in agita^ f 

eiten). Is , it theii ^ oantim « dht iw#) at kn^ tjuit tavare 
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agitating tins subject? I take no notice of what any Lord Bishop or 
Arclibishop may say in England regarding an Indian question of which 
he knows nothing ; but when I find the Friend of hulia^ whose Editor 
is well acquainted with those subjects, endeavouring to mislead the public 
in the manner he has done in the present instance, T cannot divest my 
mind of the impressiorj that he is guilty of wilful misrepresentation. 
Does ]\rr Dickens, 1 ask the Friend of /ndin, possess any lakheraj 
Inml ?— yet Mr. Dit kens, you all know, takes much interest, and a pro- 
minent part in our proceedings ; — nay, he has devoted a largo share of 
his valuable time to tlie service of this Institution, and has subscribed a 
sura which, I feel ashamed to acknowledge, has not been exceeded by 
any of our countrymen. Is this selfishness ? Yet the Friend of India 
charges us with being selfish ! Mr. AV. F. Fergusson is another similar 
instance of disinterested liberality toward.^ this Institution. Yet the 
Friend of India calls these men selfish, and their acts a conspiracy 
against the Government. It is not necessary to tell you that there is 
nothing in the character of this Society that has the remotest tendency 
to alien;} ic the. affections of the people of India from their rulers; on 
tlie contrary, the aim and end of all its eudeavmirs is to strengthen that 
bond of union with which the two countries are linked, and to arrest 
the progress of the rcHumption, and all other operations which tend to 
make the British sway unpopular {Loud cheera.) 

My friend, Mr. Dickens, has, upon general principles, fully explained 
the nature of these operations. 1 shall now, in support of his position, 
mention a fact pointing out the injustice and hardship of resuming rent- 
free tenures, on the ground of inability on the part of the lakherajdar 
to prove the registry of his sunnud. The Ranee Kateani, who is a 
member of t}n,s Association, and one of the few who possess rent-free lands, 
affords the instance I allude to. The property in question was sold 
by Govemment for arrears of rent due to the state by its former owner 
on account of his revenue lands. At the time of the sale it was declared 
to be rent-free, and purchased by the predecessors of the Ranee, upon 
the honii fide understanding, and at the hona fide value of rent-free 
estate. Now, Gentlemen, you will be a little surprised to hear that 
this very estate has since been resumed, because the present owner of it 
cannot .shew the registiy of her claim in the CoUectorate of Behar, 
where it is well known the Government officCrt never kept a proper and 
complete registry as required by the Regulations. 

But has resumption been tlic sole object of the attention of this Associ- 
ation ? You need but look at the report that has been read to you to 
be convinced that many other questions of great importance to the people 
at large have engaged its time. To tiotice a few instances, I would 
mention the subject of the vernacular languages, in which the Friend 
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of India makes common cause with the Landholders’ Society. Who 
I ask, are to benefit by the introduction of the vernacular, and its 
being freed from obsolete Sanscrit terms ? Not I, not others who can 
understand them, but the poor ryots. Does this arise from a selfish 
feeling ? Ts it for the benefit of the lakherajdars only, that we wish to 
co-opernte with the Society which has been formed In England for the 
amelioration of this country ? The Laiidholdei's’ Society has petitioned 
Government to reduce the duty on stamps for certain documents. Is 
this an act of selfishness ? They have said, as stated in the Secretary’s 
report just read to you, that they are endeavouring to render the 
condition of the poor witnesses more comfortable, by urging that 
maintenance be allowed to them in all cases where they are deprived 
of it under the prevailing practice. Does this arise from a selfish 
feeling? Take any or all of these facts, and you will find that, if 
anything can be called disinterested, it is the act of the Landholders’ 
Society. I beg now to conclude, Gentlemen, by seconding Mr. Turton’s 
motion. 

The Chairman explained in Bengali the substance of what Mr. 
Tiirton and Dwarkanath Tagore had said, admitting that it was not in 
his power to inform the meeting of even a hundredth part of what had 
fallen from those gei^tlemen. 

Baboo Bycoontnanth Roy then moved the following resolution : — 
Resolved that a Committee be formal to correspond on behalf of 
this Society with the London Society, and that their attention be par- 
ticularly directed to the following objects : 
l«/.— The prevention of the resumption of rent-free tenures. 

2mi.— 'The extension of the permanent settlement, or a measure of 
the same nature, to all British India. 

3rd.— The reform of the Judicial Police and Revenue systems, for 
the better protection of all classes of theupeople. 

4eA.— The granting of waste lands to occupants on equitable terms, 
so as to encourage the application of capital to the soil of India. 

In seconding this resolution, Mr. Leith spoke to the efiect 
‘♦Mb. Chairmab and Obbtlembw,—! have great pleasure in seconding 
Jhe motion which you have just heard read, and in doing so Icannoi 
but congratulate you that a body, such as ‘the British IndiaU 
Social^,* has betta orgamsed to take under its fostering care the interest#*^ 
of the people of British India. The result of this union of men of all 
political views meeting on the neutral ’ ground of philanthropy and 
hpnevolence, must be good to India, the declared and immediate ol^oet 
the Sociei^ l (Bear, hear,) The talents, character, and aoal of the 
I support^ of that Booie^ must gttaranteoiWuaefU 
give it an influence wlakk will floihaMnd what has been so ioiig.imitti% 
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niul so much desired, attention and consideration in the highest places, 
as well as among the general body of the people of Great Britain, to 
the wants and grievances of India. These, as you have already heard 
from my learned friend Mr. Turton, require but to be attentively consi- 
dered and redress must follow {Cheerst.) One of the leading members of 
“'riu* British India Society” is Lord Brougham, a nobleman of whom 
you have already heard— one who is foremost in every scheme which 
bus for its object the amelioration of the condition of human kind, 
without reference to color or clime. He was mainly instrumental in 
effecting, after years of labor and of hope deferred, the emancipation 
of the West India slaves, and happy am I to see that he is now devot- 
ing the gigantic powers of his comprehensive mind to ameliorate the 
condition of the millions of British India, I congratulate you on 
possessing a place in the thoughts, and being the objects of the exertions 
of this truly great man, whose indomitable zeal and perseverance, ahd 
commanding talents, must «:arry through to a successful issue whatever 
his philanthropy originates Another of the leading men of 

the London Society, and differing widely in European politics from Lord 
Brougham, i.^ Sir Charles Forbes, whom I am proud to call a friend. 
Aly learned fj lend, Mr. Turton, has already made honorable mention 
of Sir Charles Forbes, and I am happy in being ab]^^ to bear testimony 
to the excellent qualities of bis heart, and to his private worth, of 
which 1 have personal knowledge hear.) But it is his public 

chancter which may most interest yon, and this is beat known by his 
exertions to promote the best interests of India. In his place in the 
House of Commons, in the India House, and whenever an occasion 
offered, he has been ever found the warm advocate and tried friend of 
the people ot India, and in particular at a time when India had but 
few friends, and created little interest in the British Isles. Sir Charles 
IVrbes is not less strongly acted upon by pure benevolence and philan- 
thropy in cominor forward as a member of “ The British India l^iety’* 
than my Lord Brougham, and possessing equal zeal in the cause of 
India, he brings with it a practical personal knowledge of the condition 
of the people, which a residence among them on the other side of India 
of a quarter of a century could not fail to supply. Since bis retuni to. 
Krigland, he has never let slip an opportunity, nay, he has made- 
opportunities, if I may be allowed the exihression, to further the best 
interests of the people of India, and therefore well deserves to be 
called ‘‘The Benevolent Father of India” (CAecrs.) It is with a body 
composed of such men that we are desirous of opening a direct correa- 
pcndence, by means of a special committee, as mentioned in thhl" 
motion ; and it is with tliat body that we are desirous of co-operating 
to promote the Catholic object— the good of British India. I dtielaim 
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and repudi?»tc on t’lcir bcl M\ on v »urs, anil on my own, the unfounded 
charge that eith r they v wo advocate pai tinl interests, or that either 
they or we arc suited to ronoto a factious opposition to the Govern- 
ment of the cf antry, th • li ^sd ns well as the members of which I esteem 
and ro8i»ect. And I * ueerely believe and say, and each of you must 
Admit, that the East India Company has done nuich {^ood to India. 
And with reference i this charge which appears in the columns of tlie 
Friend of India^ f cannot but express my deep regret that the Editor, 
who is a personal ^ .end, and whose talent I respect, should have so far 
forgotten himself; and the declared principles of his papiT, as to attnek 
those who have at ociated themselves with the purest and nu>8t disin- 
terested motive? ami the most benevolent object— an ol>jcct, hitherto 
kept in view, an aimed at by the Editor of tiiat paper, os I sincerely 
believe— the d of India, which has, however, been lost sight of in 
penning the b .ore-mentioned article,— an aiticle I must say, little to be 
expected froi one calling lumself a friend of India ! (ITear^ hear.) 1 
should have t’ might the character of the men com])OBing “ The British 
India Societ; ” would have protected them against the charge of misre- 
presentation f' hich T regret to find in that paper (Heur^ hear.) In reading 
the report « f their speeches, the wonder is not that a few mistakes, as to 
local circun uanccs, have crept in, but rather that there are so few mis- 
takes, consi lering that several of those who spoke have never been in the 
country of which they were speaking. But I deny that there is any 
ini[)ortttnt nistake (much less any intentional error or “ mi8rcpres|pita- 
tion,” of A nch he is incapable) in Lord Brougham’s speech, which I 
have most 'arefuily read over again and again. 

1 know vhat it has been said in some quarters that Lord Brougham is 
in error w', on he states that “ Lord Corwallis’s arrangement in 1 7^3 
gave 18 sh.llings out of every 20 shillings to the Government, by way of 
rent, and :he two shillings that remaineil were to be for the laborer and 
owner.” 

He is D.'t in error; for although the rates to be received by the 
Governmei t and zemindar out of the produce of the land under the 
}>ermaneut settlement were not declared in British sterling money, yet 
.they were decliu*ed and fixed in very nearly the same proportxon.m 
nvunbera ai; 18 shillings bears to 20 ahillinga. The rote fixed by ^ 
permanent settlement for the aemiadar to ree%ive waa just 10 p^ cent, 
on the amount of revenue realized by Government, after allowing 5 per 
cent. &r tlie expenses of collectioii (in which the Govenunent was 
eqiiaUy, but in a iafger proportion, iateroated with the xemiiidar), so it k 
4Ul^lly }A ^lie proportion 8(ated,rfiMr la per eeni beine the tm» pih 
{^tk^talODpereeuias2a^ikfibei« tksaah^ Andiieeill, 
Oieaeofi^y of theatOM^ refinr you toihe 44tk 
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Section of Regulation VlII of 1793, by wliicli the allowance which 
the zemindars are to liave, in consideration of their proprietary rijrhts, 
is expressly fixed by Government at 10 'per cent. Oh ! but, say 
the objectors, the zemindars of Bengal now receive much more than 
this ; if they do, this in no way proves that the original settlement was 
liberal, and^caniiot be urged as a ground for taking from them their 
lakheraj, rent-free, or any other description of lands. The solemn en- 
gagement of the Government with the zemindars, set out in Regulation 
1 of 1793, which declares that they wei’e to consider th<‘ orders fixing 
the amount of the assessment as irrevocable, and not liable to alteration 
by any persons whom the Court of Directors might thereafter appoint 
to the administration of their afimra in this country, and that they and 
their heirs and lawful successors would be allowed to hold their estates 
at such assessment for ever, cannot be receded from by the Government, 
either by directly raising the amount of the annual assessment, or by 
indirectly doing the same thing by assessiui’' or resuming their lands. 
It was not until Ihe Local Governnu td Jud ascertained what amount of 
iar.d vk‘\ i'sni ' : Ic ("cu ■ t ' f 1 /'r.. cfors would be satisfied with drawing from 
11 k n , ( M ‘ IrjuvJ ^ h\ jdengal that the permanent settlement was made;. 
The amount settled was even more than the Court’s limit, and large that 
amount certainly was, mid most diligent and most laborious w’ere the 
Oovernmeut servants then employed to raise that amount, which wa,M 
79,48,677 Sicca Rupees, nearly 80 lakhs of rupees in excess of what 
our Maliomedan predecessors, governors of the country, could draw 
from it. This excess appeurwl as early as the year 1765-66, and we 
can be at no loss to ascertain the actual condition of the zemindars, or 
the fact that th<iy were then taxed above what they could well afford 
to pay, for this ajtpears from the Govemor-Generars minute, dated 3rd 
February 1790, an extract from which I shall read to you. ‘‘I am 
sorry to be obliged to acknowledge it, but it is a trutli too evident to 
deny, that the land proprietors, throughout the whole of the Com-^ 
pany’s provinces, are in a general state of poverty and depression. I 
i cannot even except the principal zemindars from these observations, and 
it is not without concern that I saw it verified very lately in one 
{instance by tlie Rajah of Burdwan, who pays a yearly rent of upwards • 
of i; 400,000 t<j Government, having allowed some of his valuable land 
to be sold for the discharge of a considerable balance due to Oovern- 
. ment.” 

The truth of this sad picture is confirmed by the tact that in about 
six years from the date of the permanent settlement, nearly one-third of 
the whole of the lands within the permanent settlement were sold for 
arrears of Government revenue, and only realized the paltry sank of 
65 lakhe of rupees, not one yeai'’s purchase^ while the whole of the settle 
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lands were assessed at about 3 orores t)f rupees annually I {Hear, 
hear, Aiul not one of the larger zemindaries (with the exception of 
Burdwan) is now in the’ family which had it at tlie time of the Govern- 
ment settlement, all having be''‘n sold to satisfy arrears of Government 
revenue, and having passed into other hands, and you know that the 
lust thing a Hindoo will part with is his iinecstorial lands (Hear^ 
hear,) Out of the 24 zemindaries comprised in the Dcwaiiny portion of 
the settled lands, I shall select the cases of two or three as illustrations 
of what I have said. The zemindar of Jiojshahye was the greatest 
territoriallord throughout Bengal, perhaps throughout Hindoostan, the 
extent of his lands being nearly 13,000 square miles, and the annual 
ainonni of Government revenue at wbi<di these were assessed being 
about 25 lakln of rupees, or about 250,000 pounds sterling I The whole 
of this priofN ly domain has b(‘cn swept away from the family, and has 
]i;isscd into the bands of strangers in miniito divisions and sub-divisions, 
under the ligorous opeialion of the permanent settlement law, and 
through means of sales by the Government Collectors to make good 
arrears ot Government revenue. All that was left to the family for 
was some lakheraj or rent-free land, and that is now in tho 
'u*fids of ; ' ' resumption ! The zemindar of Dinajpore was 

4,110 square miles of laud which composed his zemin- 
ry, and not a biggah remains to the family. All have been sold to 
make good the deficiency of the amount of the Government revenue at 
which they were assessed. He had no extensive lakheraj lands to fall 
back uiion, and from which he could derive his .subsistence, and all that 
the. fejnily now have to support themselves upon, are some lands pur- 
chased with tho moneys obtained by them on a sale of the jewels of 
their h'uiales, as was proved in a suit in the Court of Sudder Dewanny 
Adawhit respecting tliose purchased lands. The last I shall name is 
the zemindai’ of Nnddm, who held 3,151 siiuare miles of beautiful 
arable fertile lands in the neighbourhood of flourishing European estab- 
lishments, which impn)ve(l and increased the resources of the zemindar 
thi-ongji means of the commercial and agricultural pursuits ; but all 
could not save the lands, which have been sold, and have passed away 
like tlmse I have already particularized. The lakheraj lands of the 
fkriily have been resumed. And thus the descendanto of Riyah 
Kissonchnnder Roy, the man who rendered swrvice to the Company 
while acquiring and settling the country, are now reduced to beggary. 
But I am glad to say that although revenue sales and resumptioxi laws 
have deprived them of their ancestorial posseisioiii, that the hemn^ 
lenee and liberality (rf the members of the Local Government have In* 
.clined them, tal nm told, to consider the propriety of granting thoie 
.^cemtote a to save them from aMiite want Bill 
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lot. nio jjawss ou from tLib sad picture to tlio more pleasing task of con** 
.‘.Moring the progressixe improvement of the incomes of the present 
zemindars of Bengal. This is not denie<l, and, no doubt, the penna- 
neucy of the settiement has had no inconsiderable elfect in promoting 
this improvement ; and let it not be forgotten that British enterprise, 
skill, and money ha\c been mainly instnimental in increasing the 
means of the zemindar.*. At the time of the penaanent settlement, 
thta^ was little or uo indigo cultivation, and now there are at least 
25 lakhs of biggahs of land under indigo cultivation, the rent of which, 
calculated on an average at one rupee per biggah, will give to the 
zemindar 25 lakhs of rupees annually. But it must not be forgotten 
that the expenditure of the zemindars' own ca]>ital and labor on the 
assessed lands, as well as on waste lund^, has materially improved them ; 
nnd consequently improved the income of the zemindars, and t<> effect 
these objects, was the declared object of the Government in making a 
permanent settlement. And we must not lose siglit of the fact that the 
zen^indar is not alone benefited by this increase of cultivation, for the 
Govemraent receives a corresponding legitimate benefit in the shape 
of duties levirnl by it on the export of the country’s prod 
zeinindary of Burdwan, which is the only one of "rPHt zemiml: 
which remains, will host illustratciund prove the acrurai)^'^*" 
Brougham’s statement as to the relative shares of the Oovcmmc‘u\ 
zemindar in the profits of the soil, for the wliolc of that zciiiindary 
leased out uuder piitiiec leases to cultivators. 'I'he lessees lay out t ■* 
money necessary for iiiipr(>\'irig the land, and, of ('onrsc, receive the^, 
lerest of their money, am! a return for the labor they expend idfi' 
shape of profits. All tliat tlie zemindar gets is his rent as landlord, and 
it appeared, as 1 uiiderstiinil, on recent investigation made by an ex- 
perienccHl and talented Coiumissioiu*r of the Government, deputed for 
that purpose, that, while tho Govemment received annually about 32 
hikhs ot rupees, or about 320,000 pounds sterling, that the zemindar 
receiveil about 6 lakhs of rupee?, or about 50,000 pounds sterling, 
which, after making a deduction of 5 per cent, for the expenseB of 
collection, will give to the zemindar, in projmrtion to what is received 
by the Government, nearly the rate stated by my Lord Brougham. But , 
let me return to the motion which I hold in my hand, the' object of 
which is to appoint* a special committee to glVe information to the 
London Society. In doing this wo are but acting in accordance with 
their own wishes, for it appears by the speech of my Lord Jl’^oughani, 
tJjat they are desirous of enqtfiring into your circumstances,^ in order 
to publish the information which they may acquire among the people 
of Great Britain. The London Society have all the will the power, 
to assist you,* they only seek for that local infonnatioB whidi 
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them to exercise that power most beneficially for you. The particular 
points to which the attention of our committee is directed is — 1st, 
“ The prevention of the resumption of rent-free tenures." The question 
of the justice or expediency of the Government resuming their lands, 
has been so ably end eloquently discussed by my learned friend, Mr. 
Dickens, that it would be a work of supererogation on niy part were I 
to attempt to follow him. The 2iid point is — “ The extension of the 
permanent settlement, or a measure of the same nature to all British 
India." And 1 cannot more forcibly put this than in the words of 
Lord Cornwallis, in arguing the expediency of a permanent settlement 
in 1789, and with him 1 may say a great part of tlic Company's terri- 
tory in Hindoostan is now a jungle inhabited only by wild beasts. 
And with him I may ask now, will a ten years’ lease induce any pro- 
prietor to clear away that jungle, and encourage the ryots to come and 
cultivate his lands ; when, at the end of that lease, he must cither sub- 
mit to be taxed ad libitum for his newly cultivated lands, or lose all hopes 
of deriving any benefit from his labor, for which, perhaps by that 
time, he will hardly be repaid ? Notwithstanding all the hardships that 
was experienced by the original zemindars in consequence of the high 
rate of the land assessment, there is no qnestion that the permanency 
of the assessment, as established by the Bast India Company, has been 
most beneficial to the settled provinces. The present condition of Uio 
zemindars and ryots, and of the lands, in the settled provinces, as com- 
pared with those of the provinces not settled, is the best proof of the 
beneficial working of the permanent settlement. The 3rd point — Reform 
of the judicial police and revenue systems so ns to give more protection 
to all classes of the people." I need not tell you that the first duty of 
every Government is to give security to the lives and pt^perty fk its 
subjects; and I need not tell you that the people of this country have 
not that security to the extent which we and the Goveniment could 
desire. 1 am, however, happy to say that the attention of the most 
talented and experienced in the Government service is at this moment, 
under the directions of our able and excellent Governor-Genera!,* 
directed to this sul^ect, with the view of introducing a more perfect 
.system of police. In bringing this sulject to your notios^ I cannot but 
observe upon the unfounded ehoige brought against this Sodei^ of ad- 
▼CMattngmeTeljpitttisl interests, and attending te the interests of n 
seodott of theeommnmty— the semindan who compoie fbondbietyMfe)^ 
gettfogoroverloolungthehiteiests of the ryots. Ws Is imtrat* In 
proof that the oontraiy is the feet, 1 have but to appeal to om^pwt 
reooidedfesolutioiii, which yon and commeiited npm 

hyn^fitedlhtiiilmmthTa^ I dJaefeim for myi^ the unwo^ 
motiftp iifitilMid, If Wifi ai nay iwh partial tfows at tl^ 
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the Societj uf Tvhicli T nm a member, I have not a single biggah of 
land in India, and I expect to be believed, when I assert, as is the truth, 
that I am a-i ciesirous of promoting the interests of the poorest ryot, as 
of the poorest or wealthiest zemindar, and that 1 would not lend myself 
to make a factions opposition to the Government, which I respect. But 
I considCi^* the interests of the ryot and zemindar so far identical ; for if 
the zemindar bo oppressed or overburthened, the ryot must necessarily 
be so too. If the zemindar be taxed above the fair income of his land, 
the poor ryot must be in proportion overworked and depressed. Re- 
move the pressure on the zemindar, and the pressure will be removed 
from the ryot— this is one of the objects which we have in view in seeking 
a permanent tax on lainl, instead of a fluctuating one, which must act 
as a clog on industry and improvement. If the ryot should be oppress- 
ed, let the Government enact protecting laws ; they have the power, 
for this is expressly reserved to them by the resolution which declared 
the permanent settlement in 1793. We respectfully ask the Govern- 
ment to ex^Tcise this power. And who, think you, is most interested in 
a reform C)f the judicial and police system, the zemindar or ryot ? 
The zemindar may purchase justice, and under the present system is, 
I am afraid, ( <'»inj>elled to do so (Hear^ hear.) The poor ryot cannot. 
It is to his <loor, as well as to the zemindar^s, that we wish justice to bo 
brought, and it is to his life and property that we ask the Government 
to yield protection (Cheers.) The 4th point to winch the attention 
of the committee is directed is,-—** The granting of waste lands to occu- 
pants on equitable terms, so as to encourage the application of capital 
to the soil of India.” That there are large tracts of country still lying 
waste you well know, which are the habitations of wild animals, 
instead of tljc habitations of an industrious people. That there are 
those who tvould gladly clear those lands cannot be doubted, as we 
find that large tracts of the wastes of Goruckpore ha’^^e been taken by 
enterprising individuals, who have already cleared much of the deep 
forests and thick jungle, and have in their place cultivated crops of the 
staple articles of commerce, indigo and sugar, and who have benefited 
by the outlay of British capital the ryots whom they employ, and who 
hold lands under them for the cultivation of grain (Bear^ hear.) 
Something, although little, has also been done with grants in the 
Soonderbunds, and we tad a fair prospect of seeing that wilderness 
* cleared, and become fruitful, and the salubrity of Calcutta itself, and of 
) the neighbouring country improved, but this prospect was destroyed by 
; orders which, unfortunately for Calcutta and India, generally have pat a 
I stop to further applications for grants in that quarter (Hser, hear,) 
The jungle mehahi, my friend, Mr. Turton, has incidentally mentloiied.. 
This is another waste, covered with a dense forest, the la^ of which. 
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if clewed, would afl<»rd the means of subsistence to thousands and 
thousands of the people of this country, and open a new field for the 
exertions of British enterprise, and ot*en a new channel for the flow of 
British wealth, so that if ghmts were made by Government, we might 
see, instead of a useless forest, and a half savage population in its 
neighbourhood, fields smiling with plenty and a civilized and happy 
peasantry. Such are the subjects embodied in the motion wliich I rose 
to second. {Cheers.) 

The Chairman, as before, briefly explained the resolution and the 
purport of the .speech in Bengali ; and having put it to the vote, it was 
carried nem. coil 

Mr. G. J. Gordon, with a few appropriate observations, moved the 
following resolution: — 

Resolved that the following gentlemen be appointed the 
committee of correspondence : — 

T. Dickens, Keq., Baboo Dwurkunatb I'agore, Rajah Radhakanth 
Bahadoor, Baboo Kalinauth Roy, Baboo Ranirutton Roy, Baboo 
Raincomul Son, Cowar Kissennanth Roy Bahadoor. G. F. Remfry, E.s(i., 
W. Fergusson, Esq., Janies Himic, Esq., and T. J. Taylor, Esq. 

This was seconded by Baboo Radhapersaud Roy, and bemg put by 
the Chairman, was carried unanimously. 

Mr. W. F. Fergusson, wnth a few brief remarks, moved the following 
resolution : — 

6/A.— That a subscription be opened to establish a permanent parlia- 
mentary agency in England, and that each member subscribing annually 
be bound to continue his subscription for five years, or a payment in 
lieu thereof. That the following gentlemen be appointed a special 
committee lo carry the above resolution into eifcct; — . 

Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore, Mr. Leith, Mr. Remfry, and Mr. Vint. 

In seconding the above resolution, Baboo Ramcomul Sen made a 
very neat and appropriate speech, of which the following is the 
substance : — 

In seconding the resolution (made by Mr. Fergusson), I wish to say 
something in sapport of it. We have been patient during the last 
.fifty yean, relying on the dharma (the deity from heaven) and depend- 
ing on the dharmavators (the public functionaries in India.) Now 
compare the condition of the zmnindars alone prior to 1798 and in 
1839, and say whether they have been raised or reduced ; if they are 
Men ire ikioM no longer be silent b seeking redress and ameUoration 
by nsikisig nor situation known to the dkanmoHUarc in Eiiglaiid ; this 
Is the bsst oppertanity ofMl to ns> and we should wltboat Jcb 
theBoebty <881^^ k whew we saurt 

name of one «f tbelaadiiif tten in the ▲tsociation is knowalo fiw.{by 
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public prints) and from bis character and philanthropic acts, no doubt, 
we ^bull have benefit. The agency will cost you some expense, but it 
wiJ) ijot be one-tenth of the cost incurred by the zemindar in the Col- 
lectors and Judges and Magistrates’ cutchery annually, and 9-lOths will 
be saved at the end.” 

This being put from the chair, and brielly explained in Bengali, was 
carried imanimously. 

Mr. J. Hume, in moving the next resolution, spoke to the following 
efloct : — 

Ah a lueeting of the Landholders* Society, there are few resolutions 
that could be (jiitrusted to me, a comparative slt auger, or that I could 
vfciiinre to introdtice to your notice ; but tlie one that has been put into 
my hands is so extremely 8iHi])le, that a man need but be acquainted 
V. illi two facts to justify his speaking upon it. Those tacts, Gentlemen, 
urc. tliat this country lubor^ under many grievances, and that a Society 
has been formed in England to .ud you in obtaining redress. On a 
former occasion, when we m«>t to address the Government on the sub- 
ject of the overland comnuimcation with India, I took theo pportunity — 
I thought it a legitimate on('— of allnding to the formation of the British 
India Association. Without further preface, I shall read to you the re- 
solution that is before me. ‘ Resolved, that the thanks of this Society be 
given to Lord Brougham and the other founders of the British India 
Association.” Tt is not my intention. Gentlemen, tfl repeat the humble 
tribute 1 paid to the nobleman whose name you have just heard, on the 
occasion lo which I have alluded, though 1 might doubtless do so with- 
out the risk of wearying you, us the people, no matter of what country or 
eVunc, arc good and ready hankers when drawn upon for praise in favor 
of the man, or amni, who may have labored in their cause, Such a 
man i-' Lord Brougham, and such are those who have associated them- 
selves with him in the noble cause of justice to India. Of that great 
man, whose cliaracter has been so ably drawn to-day, and whose meritj 9 
have been so well appreciated, T shall simply say that, with a heart 
that embraces as much of human byrapaihies as his vast . mind embraces 
of human knowledge, and with an eloquence always commanding, and 
fre<piently irresistible, you would have, even though he stood alone, ft 
giant in your cause. 

Gentlemen, 1 could net with propriety have called upon you to re- 
spond favorably to this resolution, had not the report, which I hold in 
my hand, of the meeting of the British India Association, been cleared 
from the charge of exaggeration and mi8re[»x»entatk»n which ba^ 
been brought against it by theFrie?ido/ Indian and had not the caltmuiy 
directed against thu, the Landholders’ Society, been trhimphaa^ re- 
futed. The speakcia who have preceded me accomplished these taski 
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^0 effectually that it la not neceswiry I should follow in their steps, yet I 
cannot forbear expressing my opinion of the article of which you have 
heard so much to-day, and pronouncing it a calumnious libel — a libel for 
which the writer has not tho excuse that might bo fairly offered on be- 
biilf of speiikei's at a public laeetiog if they were guilty of some exag- 
geration, that they spoke in the enthusiasm of the moment, when worm 
upon their subiect, and addressing a popular assembly. Hero the writer 
has deliberately prepared a statement in the ipiict of his own chamber, 
and deliberately printed it,— a statement which, if the report we have 
heard read, and the speeches we have listened to io-day, be true, must 
be false. In the first place, let me observe, that the Friend of India — 
Hod defend ns from our friendt^ and we’ll take eare fff our euemics — the 
Friend of India declares that the fck)cicl.y at home is a very unsafe 
guide to the truth. Gentlemen, there are among you here, those who 
have not only talked, hut written, who have eoininittcd their opinions 
and judgment to the test of publication, the best criterion of their be- 
lief in the truth of the faith avowed by your friends in England, Let 
us see how he proceeds : “ It is admirably adapted as a receptacle for the 
resentments of the Native Landholders.” This is something more than 
an insinuation that it is such a receptacle, which I again say is false. 
It is a {Society established to promote the general interests of the 
country, and the temperate language of their resolutions as read to you 
by my friend, Mr, ^'urton, corroborates this. Now, let us read what 
is written by the Friend of India^ touching this Society. lie says : “ The 
Landholders’ Society, on the other hand, represents but one local 
interest ; and that the interest of the strong and not the weak.” Is that 
true ? It cannot bo, if there be truth in your Secretary’s report, if 
thei’C be truth in the speech you heard from Baboo Dwarkanath 
Tagore, confirming that report. One local interest I Has not the Society 
addressed Government on the propriety of reducing a part of the stamp 
duty ; of equalizing the duty on Indian tobacco with that of the produce 
of other countries ; of introducing ^ the vernacular tongue into your 
Native Courts, instea^of dead Sans crit, wSchTaa foSowe^ abo’^ 
; "and last, tnoughliot leaii^bf pfovIdlHgTSaainte- 
nance ibr the lower classes of ryots when called to a distance as witnesses 
in criminal cases ? 

That your Society has done these things, and not without a favourtble 
reception by the Government, is a ihet that the Friend q/ India cannot 
get over. Your annual report oMures you of it, a report prepared be* 
fore it was ever surmised that such an article could appear In such a 
paper* Ckntlemen, I moat aay a word or two upon the charge of exigw 
gemtieii brought a^st the at the first meeliii| of the BMk' 

India Association. 1 hate eareIhUy read the r^portof what wieeidd; 
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anti I must in common candour admit, that I have found one solitary 
instance of exaggeration. It is in Lord Brougham’s speech, and that 
part of it in which he bestows so much praise upon the East India Com- 
pany. Qcnlleiueu, I say that such praise was an exaggeration, and was 
wholly uncalled for. With the general asseition that the Company had 
done much good for India, I might not be inclined to quarrel, but when 
he says it has done all it could do, and seeks to exonerate it from the 
blame of that state of things which called you into existence, and not 
only you, but the very Society in which he was speaking, I say it is un- 
justifiable adulation, the more unjustifiable that Lord Brougham could 
not have forgotten that at the very time, the question of improving the 
communication between the two countries — the first great step towards 
the reciprocation of benefits — had hold of the public mind, that the 
people here and at home were clamorous upon the subject, that the 
Government was friendly to the proposed measure, and willing to pay 
one-half of the necessary expense, and that the Company and the Com- 
pany alone was the drag upon the wheel, the sole obstacle to this most 
important step. I blame Lord Brougham for this — ^he was more gener- 
ous than just, it was a weak moment — nevertheless, gentlemen, 1 call 
upon you to thank him and those associated with him. The Friend of 
India has said, that no doubt the rhetorical misrepresentations which 
he charges to have been put forth by the members of the London 
Society would be repudiated and reprobated here tS-day. If you have 
heard anything of the British India Societjf to repudiate or reprobate 
do not give the thanks I propose, but if you believe that your friends 
at home intend to serve you, thauk them for their intention already 
carried into action, and direct your reprobation and repudiation to the 
self-named Friend (f India. You have been told, and truly, that the 
British India Association is a body of men of all parties in politics, 
linked in one common cause, the regeneration of India ; there can be no- 
tliing factious in what they do, for faction could not be formed of such 
dissentients in all opinions but the one that has drawn them together, 
viz., that it is incumbent on the British people to exert themselves on 
behalf of their fellow-subjects here. They are a body of men com- 
prising all that is great in birth, station, talent, and private worth, they, 
are men who will be your unwearied advocates in both Houses , of Par- 
liament, and who, let me impress ibis upon you, wjll be the best judges 
of the fitness of the men who shall be your immediate representatives 
in the House of Commons if you carry out, as I oanuot doubt you will, 
the proposition that has been sanctioned to-day, and who will enstiie 
with the least possible delay, and the smallest possible expense, their 
introduction into Parliament, where bey<«d question they ean most 
effectually serve you. Agaii:.'][ say, thank them, and let ih« iwoova of 
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tl»w meeting be as grateful to their feelings ns the report «f their pro- 
ceedings, put for facility of distribution into the pamphlet shape, was to 
yours. I need not tell you that the praise of the people ia the most 
acceptable reward that patnotiam can receive. In a distant land they 
are %hting,— the Friend of India says ^ crusade— it is a crusade, for it 
is a hol^' war iu behalf of your liberties. 

“ ’Tis liberty aione, that giyiw the flower 
Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume; 

And wc are weeds without it.” 

I speak not of liberty as a freedom from shackles alone, there is a 
tyranny more odious than that of the body, — the tyranny of the mind, a 
power more hateful than that which binds a poor wretch in chains and 
confines him to a dungeon,— the power that curbs his energy of action 
in honourable pursuits, that cramps his faculties, limits his speculations, 
denies his means, and would keep him comparatively helpless tliat he 
may be more easily oppressed. Although, as I have told you, there is a 
mighty voice raised iu your behalf, a voice which triumphing in the 
emancipation of the West, is now heard in behalf of the f\*ecdom of the 
Kn«<t, indulge not too readily in sanguine hopes of immediate success ; 
all the energy and genius of the world cannot at once break down the 
strongholds of corruption that years have been building up ; but, on the 
other hand, you need not despair, you are engaged in a cau.se not often 
unsuccessful, and the best incentive you can have to continued exertion, 
is the knowledge that 

Power usurp'd 

^ is weakness when opposed.” 

The learned gentleman concluded by moving the following resolu- 
tion: — 

7th.— Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be given to lA>rd 
Brougham and the other founders of the British India Association. 

Mr. Torton, in seconding the above resolutions, spoke as follows:— 

. , He said he seised with avidity and thankfulness the opportunity 
which was afforded to him by those who managed the business of the 
meeting, to second the vote of thanks whioh his learned friend piwposed 
to Lord Brougham. The number of years of Lord Brougham's life 
whioh had been devoted to the assiftanoe of every meisuie of benero^ 
lenee, toevexy measm which had for ila ohiect amelionUion or 
tion of mankM in general, entitled Mm to the of oteiy onn 

.protended to «»y wiA hii ^ 

more poehfiarly to 



xxxviii APPENDIX. 

oxciting an interest in England, or obtaining an audience there upon 
Indian subjects, for which Ijord Brougham was now attempting 
to find a remedy, which he (Mr. T.) trusted would be complete. 
But he (Mr. T.) had another motive to make him anxious not 
to remain in the rear, when a vote of thanks was proposed to Lord 
Brougham. He (Mr. T.) had known Lord B. personally (everybody 
had known him publicly) for many years, during which lie had always 
found him a sincere friend, and he had a deep debt of gratitude to pay 
him, which he did most readily from the heart. He did not mean to 
have said anything upon any other subject but Lord B., but with refer- 
ence to some observations of his learned friend upon the Friend of 
India^ he felt bound to offer a few remarks. For one error in judgment, 
in an article which appeared to him (Mr. T.) to have been somewhat 
hastily penned, he could not look upon a person as the enemy of India, 
who had written many articles in favor of its inhabitants. Chance had 
thrown in his (Mr. T.’s) way a file of that paper on his voyage out, and 
he was much struck with the justice of its observations, the soundness 
of its remarks, and the moderation of its views on all subjects, even on 
that on which the Editor might have been expected to have been most 
rigid, and feeling this, he should be sorry to convert a friend into an 
enemy, or to use harsh expressions of one whom he still considered 
(self-styled or not) the Friend of India^ although he (Mr. T.) had that 
day endeavoured to shew him in error. He trusted that on considera- 
tion the Editor of that paper would be satisfied it was not a just charac- 
ter which he bad bestowed on the society. It was impossible not to 
think that the article was penned in haste, when the Society at home 
were represented as accusing the Government of causing famines. They 
did no such thing. They said the roads were neglebtcd, and the internal 
communication was bad. That this was true, whether from necessity or neg- 
lect, would not be denied, and hence they said, one province of that large 
empire might be overfed whilst another is starved. This was to state a 
fact — not to accuse the Government of occasioning famines. Nor could 
he (Mr. T.) agree with his friend Mr Hume, that Lord Brougham had 
overstated or improperly lauded the Company iii the passage which 
he (Mr. T.) had read, the praise was very properly qualified. The posi- 
tion and difficulties in which they were placed were also , properly 
adverted to, and taking the whole together, he (^r. T.) could not but 
approve of all contained in the report of Lord B.'s speech. He (Mr. T.) 
would not longer detain the meeting from the resolution of thanks to 
Lord Brougham. Thanks must always appear to the giver a poor 
reward for valuable services ; but next to the eonsciouiness of deserving 
them, it was always most grateful to a tbeling heart and noble disposition,, 
to find that his conduct had been appreciated by those whom he had 
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endeftvourctl to serve, and had excited the gratitude of his fellow-mcn. 
Such poor reward for us to give, concluded Mr. Turton, I call upon 
you unanimously to offer to Lord Brougham and the other founders of' 
the society at home, who will more highly estimate them than they 
may appear to you to deserve. 

The whole being explained by the Chairman, Mr. Hume*s resolution 
was put and carried nem con. 

Mr. llemfrey spoke to the fallowing effect:— 

The resolution you have given me the honour of proposing is one 
which would claim all the eloquence of those, more aj>Ie to speak, who 
have preceded me ; it is a vote of thanks to an individual who has ever 
been devoted to the cause of Iiidi#and her best interests, and the zeal 
aud effects of whose co-operation are worthy of your gratitude— this indi- 
vidual is Mr. John Crawfurtl. Many of you will recollect him personally 
as a resident here 12 or 14 years ago 5 his intelligence then recommend- 
ed him to the Government, and he was sent on an embassy to vSiain. 

Afterwards, in England, he wrote a book on “The History of 
the Indian Archipelago,”— replete with information,— and this was the 
means to draw public attention to the eastern world. You may witness 
the influence of that attraction by looking to the thriving colonies that 
have lately sprung up at Singapore and all along the eastern coast of 
the Bay of Bengal. Subsequently, Mr. Crawfurd sought an opportunity 
to benefit India in welcoming the first public Association formed in 
India, the Trade Association, and in a letter to the Chairman, he pointed 
out various useful objects claiming attention from that body, offering at 
the same time disinterested services in their aid in England ; and it may 
be mentioned, in proof of his sincerity, that on being called upon to 
forward or present a petition to both Houses of Parliament, on the sub- 
ject of ameliorating the duties levied on Indian produce, he refused to 
receive any remuneration for extraordiuary efforts in obtaining that 
object. Latterly, if you look for instances of Mr. Crawford’s desire to 
serve India, 1 refer yon to his correspondence and to hb service on 
behalf of the '* Landholders’ S(»ci€ty.” The influence of his character 
as a man of facts, in defending which the public have never been inia*^ 
..led, has made public men of the first talent see there are inductmente 
to lo(^ well after our eastern possessions, and we may oongratulate 
ourselves that we have so able a representativeV the elbows of men of 
influence at home* to give data for their working out the real inthrfefP 
of this oonnttx and of its inh^itaiitf. 

He eoflcltided by moving the following riioI«ito&:w . 

6tli.<«--13iattho thaiibof thoSoOfoty be Am to 
' Ar kb )«t|, 
lOdSik 
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This was seconded by Rajuli Rajnarain in a Rengali speecli, of 
wbicli the following is a free translation : — 

(jENTLEMET?, — Til Seconding the proposition made by Mr. Remfry, 

1 beg to observe, that the long and elaborate speeches by which our 
friends, Mr. Turton, Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore, and Mr. Dickens, have 
communicated the objects of this meeting, the present state of the 
country, the (oppression we suffer, and the means to be adopted to stop 
the progress of the evil, have left nothing for me to speak hpon. To say, 
therefore, anything cm the subject will be wearing out your patience. I 
shall, therefore, be as brief as possible. 

To see at a time when the Government is busily engaged in the 
rc.siinjption of rent-free tenures, itf defiance of all the rules of justice 
and humanity, so many of my countrymen assembled in a public place, 
to raise their common voice in favour of their suffering countrymen — 
to see, r say, snch good feeling at so critical a time, 1 feel a degree of 
pleasure which I am sorry I want words to express, and which certainly 
affords a fair hope that we shall 8ucccf4i in gaining the object wo 
have in view, for the (Government has already agreed to give up half 
of their claims upon rent-free lands. This at once proves. Gentlemen, 
that the resumption operations arc not consistent with justice. It can 
reasonably be conjectured that, having found it very difficult to resume 
the whole, the Government wants to take the half, as the Bengali 
adage .-ays, “ When it is difficult to take the whole it is prudent for wise 
men to be satisfied with half.’* To make an appeal to the authorities 
in England seems to me to be the best remedy. It is therefore advis- 
able that a coalition be made with the British India Society lately 
established, with the avowed object of rendering benefit to the 
natives of this country ; in that society are to be found many well- 
wishers of India, amongst whom Mr. dohu CrawTurd, the founder of the 
institution, deserves our highest commendation and the warmest thanks of 
gratitude. 

Mr. Turton rose, and said that he also had the satisfaction to enjoy 
the personal friendship of Mr. Crawfiiird, and therefore be could not 
allow this resolution to pass with a silent vote, especially as he himself 
was under particular obligations to Mr. Crawfurd for taking the manage-., 
ment of the pelitions with which he (Mr, T.) was intrusted, during his 
absence in America. lie need not assure the ifieeting that this business 
had been attended to by Mr. Crawfurd with the utmost zeal and devo- 
tion, though unfortunately the objects of the petitioners had not been 
attained. But he also wished to express bis deliberate opinion, that 
India has not \n England a warmer friend than Mr. Crawfurd, aud cer- 
tainly no one who brings to her cause the same amount of knowledge 
with the same business-like habits and untiring industiy. He therefor^' 
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joined most uordtallj in the proposed rcs^dution, which he could not 
doubt would have their uuanimoos concurrence. — 

Mr. Dickens made the followiifg remarks on this resolution : — 

I cannot let a Tote of thanks to my friend John Crawfurd be moved 
and give it merely the su])port of a silent vote. Long and disinterested 
services, most truly does the resolution say, he has given to the best 
interests of British India. Indeed, if length of time as well as disin- 
terestedness be coupled and considered together, be is not only one of 
the first among the foremost men in England entitled to our thanks 
as friends of India, but the very foremost man of all— I do not take up 
the consideration of his career at a very early period cither in saying 
so. I do not at the moment speak of his useful services and researches 
in Java and the Indian Archipelago, of his embassies to Siam and Ava, 
of bis wise, politic, and liberal government while resident at Singapore, 
but 1 speak of him from the period of his return to England, since 
which time he has been at all times, and on every question, the laborious 
and untiring advocate of the just claims of ail classes of the inhabitants 
of British India. In 1827 he went home os the accredited and paid 
agent of the inhabitants of Calcutta, in order to oppose the confirmation 
of the Stamp Act. Before the Council out of doors, and with the 
members of the House of Commons, then unreformed, be did his very 
utmost in the performance of an arduous and hopeless task, and well 
earned remuneration that was honourable both to the giver and 
receiver. When that mission ceased, he became the unpaid advocate 
and agent of the inhabitants of this place and of the natives of 
India generally, during the whole discussion that preceded and 
accompanied the renewal ,>f the Company's Charter. No doubt 
Mr. Buckingham and many others did do us essential services in the 
great questions then under discussion, and particularly in the abolition 
of the monopoly of the trade to China, and the removal of obstruction 
to free trade with India ; but the burden of the labour iu the Committee 
of Houses, the preparation of questions, the bringing up and selecting 
of witnesses, the conversation with the members who were friendly to 
ns, bat as usual wholly uninstructed in Eutem affiiirs, this laboar, com^ 
psi^tively obscure, inglorious, but absolutely essential, was ebeeribUy, 
aMy, iode&tigably volunteered for, penevmred, and thoroughly well 
formed by John Orawibnit He won, ihoa|^ unanited» nuxtest mtd, 
iinimiispiottoua---l may say with perfiset froth mid withouk iiii iota 
poerieH eiaggttfitimh tb^ I me ihe words Of 

bo'hitifr^ beetii(^' . 
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found a staunch friend and volunteer combatant. When the Land-' 
holders' Society was formed, he proffered his able services, and few men 
have been more active and efficient in fdrming the British India Society, 
which now tenders to you its powerful aid and oo-operation, and with 
which I hope wo shall soon be closely linked in bands of friendly inter- 
course. 

I am proud to call John Crawfurd my friend, and I may truly say 
(though it may seem like praising myself, which is not what I mean) 
that the cause of our acquaintance, as the bond of our union, has been 
his devotion to the interests of India. It is not, however, because I am 
his friend that I say these things in his praise, or recommend him to 
your notice as one of } our best agents in England, but because 1 am 
perfectly coni'inced that in point of statistical, politicu.1, and commercial 
knowledge of the British possessions in the East, there are very few men— 
if there be any one man — who can be compared with him, and because he 
has been a long-tried, zealous, and proved friend and servant of ours, 
and the cause which wc advocate.** 

It was then proposed by Mr. Turton, seconded by Mr. Leith, and 
resolved unanimously— 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to Rajah Radhakanth Deb, 
for his able performance of the duty of Chairman. 

Several letters from Dacca, J ullalpore, Chittagong, and other places, 
intended by the writers to be read at the meeting, containing various 
details of grievances, were referred to the committee for more deliberate 
consideration. 

The meeting then adjourned, every one apparently quite satisfied 
with the business of the day.— jffurAortt, Dec. 14 and 16. 


APPENDIX B. 


TESTIMONIAL TO DWARKANATH TAGORE. 
f From ike Englishman, Jamasy 8, !a42>. 


The meeting called for the purpose of offering aome tesMmony of 
the esteem and regard of this community tbv Dwarkanath TagOMk 
held yesterday at the Town Hall, pursuant to public ttotliyo. * * - 

The Sheriff* having stated the businesa for whuffi Ihc meeil^ Iriai. 
called, Mr. Turton rose to move t^ addreaa propoaodf aii|^ afrCf 
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it, apoko in a strain of feeling eloquence of Dtrarkanatli's many olaims 
to the esteem and r^ard, not only of this community, but of the people 
of India. Among many piK)of^ cited by Mr. Turton of the charity, 
the princely munificence of this excellent men, to all without distinction 
of creed, or caste, or color, he stated, that besides Dwarkanath's splen* 
did contribution to the District Charitable Sociefy, it was entirely 
owing to his admirable suggestions that that society owed its present 
fiourishing condition. Mr. Turton cited for this interesting fiict the 
authority of Sir Edward Ryan, and informed the meeting that that gen- 
tleman would hare liimself been present on this memorable occasion 
but for the pressure of official duties, and that ho fully concurred in the 
address, and was prepared to join in any tribute which might bo pro- 
posed to the merits of Dwarkanath Tagore. Mr. Turton observed 
that Dwarkanath was the first, if not the only native gentleman who 
ever went to Europe without any object of personal or pecuniary advan- 
tage, stimulated alone by that curiosity, and that desire of enlarging 
his ideas by a wider survey of the human race, which are the attributes 
of the intellectual mind; and he justly remarked that, if the natives 
had, after the utmost deliberation, selected or elected a man fit to re- 
present them, and to raise the estimate formed at home of native 
gentlemen, they could not have fixed on one better calculated to secure 
this object, or more worthy in every way of their choice. 

We beg, however, to be understood as not pretending to convey any 
adequate idea of Mr. Turton’s eloquence, still less, of course, of the 
feeling tone and manner which mariced the earnestness and sincerity 
of the speaker. No report that can be published will do justice to 
him or to several other speakers on this occasion in these remets; 
but the address when it appears will be found to embody the subetanee 
of whet Mr. Turton stated, and of the sentiments of the other gentle- 
men who addressed the meeting, though the written record, ably as it 
ia drawn up by a master hand, wiU be, indeed, but a feeble echo of the 
vivid eloquence of the spoken words, which elicited the bud and re- 
petted eheers of the meeting. 


Mr. Mansell, late of Agra, now O^iy Aeeonntaiit-GeiieraL second, 
qd the address, in a speech which we hate saldott, if 
passed k ^ucnce in the Town Hril, k which we hate heard so 
admiieblc orations. Ho claimed the character of DwaiAanith a s tim 
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honored, the merits of a native gentleman of this city, who has stood 
forward on all occasions of noble example of exalted moral courage, 
of lofty integrity of intellectual culture, and of a liberality v bich has 
never been equalled among hi?' countrymen, and never exceeded any- 
where. It is true, indeed, as ^Ir. Tiirton remarked, that Dwarkanath 
was happily possessed of means to act up to the generous dictates of 
liis heart, and that he had an understanding to give to those dictates 
a wise direction ; but how many of his countrymen possess equal wealth, 
and therefore equal power to confer equal benefits on the community, 
and yet how few have followed his noble example. We say this rather 
in soiTow than in anger — not with a view to reproach, but to stimulate 
our native friends to folhw the bright path thus marked out for them, and 
to earn for themselves the honor and happiness that spring from con- 
ferring benefits on our fellow-men. 

Major Forbes moved one of the resolutions, which was seconded by 
Rustomjee Cowasjee. 

Mr. Henry Meredeth Parker then rose to move another ; but on his 
first rising his feelings so overcame him, that wo were inclined to d«>ubt 
whether he would be able to sf>eak at all, and, indeed, he said much 
h\ss limn he is in the habit of saying, but the little he did say was to 
the poinh and if it was less brilliant than usual for him, or rather if 
it was not brilliant, it was marked by deep feeling, which on such an 
occasion could not fail to be appreciated. Mr. Parker had known 
Dwarkanath (br nineteen years, and when he was in the public service, 
liad warned him that that was no service for him, standing forth, as he 
did, as a retbrmer in advance of his counti^men, since it would expose 
him to the slial'ts of envy and malignity. Mr. Parker’s prophecy was 
verified by ilie result ; but, though Dwarkanath thus shared the fete of 
all men who have dared to show themselves more enlightened than the 
community to which they belong, still when an opportunity was afiforded 
him of retiring from the .service, he characteristically refused to do so 
until the charges which iniquity had engendered and preferi'ed against 
him were refuted. They were all refuted, and then he retired, or rather^ 
as Mr. Parker emphatically remarked, he did not retire, but he nobly 
advanced to that lofty position as an example of all that is honorable an^ 
liberal, as a benefactor of that community, wWch be has over since 
so ^^eadily maintained. 

One other remark of Mr. Parker’s, which was a severe but rather weQ- 
merited rebuke of his brother civilians, we must not omit Mr, jpar- 
ker observed, that he was sorry to say that^he had hundireds of 
seen assembled round the social board of Ittriu^canath, many 
these gentlemen than were assembled on the present to pay 

liim a tribute of respect on the occasion of his quitting India, in par* 
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suit of objects so honorable m themselves, and so likely to be produc- 
ti^’o of benefit to liia country. We may add Fhat Mr, Parker did not, 
that, we have reason to believe that many in that service owe their 
1 elease from the burden of difficulties which would have otherwise over- 
whelmed them altogether, to the liberality of him whom on this occa- 
sion they thus neglected. We must in charity hope that some of them 
at least who might have been expected to be present were not willingly 
but unavoidably absent. 

After Mr. Parker, Mr. Henry Piddington addressed the meeting in a 
speech in which he warmly supported the object of the meeting. In 
the cour«e of his address he quoted from the Friend of India the fol- 
lowing passage : — 

“ Taking leave, as we thus do, of one of Rammohun Roy’s warmest 
frieudh and earliest adherents, when on the eve of following his foot- 
steps to our own beloved country, may we venture to hope that one of 
J^warkanath 's first efforts in England will be to rescue the grave of that 
illustrious man from the neglect to which it has been consigned, and to 
erect over it some memorial which shall at least serve to direct the steps 
of future pilgrims fitim India to England tt» the place where his remains 
rest. When one of the conductors of this journal was last at Stapleton^ 
hi the vicinity of Bristol^ where Bammohun Hoydied^ he was distressed to 
fnd that the Vandals who own the spot where he was buriedy considered it 
as haoirif' been so greatly dishonored by affording a grave to his ashesy 
that they had endeavoured to efface every memorial of him. It is not 
for the credit of India thai Ilammohu?) Roy should lie in an unknown 
grave in England. We could almost wish that at the meeting held this 
day to do honor to Dwarkanath, some expression of public feeling on 
this subject should be recorded ,• and, if possible, a small subscription 
raised for the purpose of erecting a tomb over the remains of that 
eminent man ; and that the application of the sum be publicly delegated 
to bis friend. We can answer for Dwarkanatb’s most cordial concurrence 
in such an appointment” 

We have marked in italics the sentences on which Mr. Piddington 
cemm.e%ited with great seventy, certainly not unmerited if the statement 
be warranted. Dr. John Grant rose to call ff>r the authority a 
stalement which, if true, reflected so much di^race on the national 
cha^cter, and he appealed to Rammohun Roy’s son, who was preamit^ 
a& 4 to some other gCaUemefl, particnlarly Mr. Fulton, reoeutiy fbm 
if they C0|^ speak to the The kstgeuHte* 

mauil^aii^ hh had seen in August litll, moo^ k irhioh^'le 
left dkt^^r of the g^ntiemin in hottsh 

hull Boy die4 bin ^ n Mh 
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friven of it, tlirt it is every way unworthy of a. man so distinguished. 
Kight sure are we, however, that Dwarkanath, with the zeal and ear- 
nestness which are characteristic of him, will set about removing from 
us this reproach. 

We have omitted to state that the address of one of the resolutions 
proposes that the testimonial to Dwarkanath shall be a picture to be 
suspended in the Town Hall. A native gentleman, Degumber Mitter, 
moved as an amendment that there should be a bust, and this was 
seconded by Bykaunt Rai. Upon this, a discussion arose, in which Mr. 
Turton, Mr. Xjongueville Clarke, and others joined. 

Mr, Lotj;riicville Clarke explained that there should be a statue in- 
stead of 11 ph tiire, and that he had replied to them what he would then 
repeat, that if the fuiid.s were sufficient, there would be no objection to 
both. Mi\ Clarke observed, that there were many individuals among 
them, who could, out of their own private means, fnmish the whole 
amount re<imred, without feeling such a deduction from their annuiil in- 
come. Tliw is unquestionably true ; but we dasire to see the subscrip- 
tions V ido!y diffused, and if the nmober that subscribe bears any justpro- 
ponion t(* that of those who have been benefited by Dwarkanath’s 
mu!iificcu(H., setting .wide his public claims to the gratitude of the whole 
courumnity, there will be ample funds for both the picture and the 
statue. If that should be otherwise, however, we are decidedly of Mr. 
Turton’s opinion that a picture is preferable to a mere bust ; nay, wc 
are inclined to prefer a good picture even to a statue. To our mind, a 
statir^ h. bolter fitted to represent the dead than the living, for, in the 
statue, the e)e.s through which the soul speaks are wanting ^ we trust, 
however, that we shall have both, for we have no hesitation in saying, 
that no niiiu who ever left the shores of India bad higher claims to such 
marks </f the esteem of the community than Dwarkanath Tagore. We 
have honored in such a manner men who have been going home to 
enjoy tiieir fortunes in the country of their birth, by whom the voyage 
was looked forward to with emotions of pleasure, to whom it present-^ 
ed only pictured scenes of joy in store; but when we consider all 
that Dwarkanath (be will pardon the familiarity which omits his second 
n encounters on quitting his native soil for lands so remote, tb? 
high moral couimge, the spirit of enterprise, the enlightened desire ibr 
kuowledgc which could alone screw his courage to the sticking place 
so to exile himself we must feel that even were the claimf of o^ers 
equal in other respects, he is in this superior to all whom the community 
hd» been called on to pay a similar tribute of respect. 

We had nearly omitted to state that Mr. Lmigneville Clarke, though 
last, certsiuly not least, iudi^endent of the share he took in the dis- 
cussion about llnmmohuti Roy*a tomb, addressed the meeting in 0 bri^ 
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])Ut fe<3liiig auil elo<ineut .speech iu support of the resolution for the 
picture. 

Wo must thiw ourselves upon the indulgcucc of our readers to 
excuse this very hasty and most imperfect outline of the proceedings 
of the meeting, in which we have, we fear, not even observed the pro- 
per order of them; but wo write without the aid of any notes, and 
without having even the resolutions or the address or anything before 
us by which we could give wore regularity and fidelity to tliis hurried 
account of what took place on an occasion so dcc{)ly interesting to 
every one who can appreciate sterling worth. 

We have only to add that the meeting was crowded, Yhe number of 
natives especially very considerable; and that the greatest enthusiasm 
prevailed throughout, the speakers being repeatedly interrupted by loutl 
and unanimous cheers. The address is to be presented to Dwarkanath 
at the Town Hail, by a deputation chosen at the meeting, to he joined 
by^ all who may feel disposed to attend. 


APPENDIX 0. 


MEETING HELD IN COMMEMORATION OP THE MEMORiT 
OF DWARKANATH TAGORE. 

(Ftom the IlurkarUf December 4 , 1846 ^. 


The meeting of the inhabitants convened by the High Sberiff, for 
the purpose of adopting measures to “ commemorate their admiration 
of the enterprise, the talents, the fine qoalitie.s, and charitable acta ” 
of their lamented iellow-citizen, the late Dwarkanath Tagore, oanie 
ofi in the Town Hall, pursuant to adverUsement, on Tuesday evening. 
The requisition to the Sherifi* to call this meeting bore no less than 
about one hundred European and Native names, being headed by that 
of our excellent Chief Justioe, Sir Lawrence Peel The attendance at 
the meeting, as might have been expected, was more nnmeroui than 
tiiere usually is at Calcutta meetings, representatives of all classes of 
the community being present. Among the rest there were Sir J.F. 
Grant, D. Elliott, Esq., of the Law Cotnmissien, Sir T. E. IL 
Dr. Dealtry, the ArchdeaccOt X W. Colville, Esq, G. A« Bnshhy, Ehq., 
A. X Sfunui^ Esq., Col I^fbes, F. BaHiday, Esq., X 
C. Beadon, Wa&aivEsqi;, h dacko^ W 

Dr; hnn, 

af,dMir .dqpvtod 
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4 o’clock the High Sheriff, J. P, McKilligin, Baq., opened tJie meeting 
by adverting to the public requisition to him hi conyene it. 

On a motion then of G. A. Bushby, Esq., the Honorable Sir John 
PeU*.r Grant was voted to take the chair. 

Sir John Peter Orant rose and made a few introductory remarks in 
his UMial neat and effective style. He had great plea.-?ure, he said, in 
taking the chair on the present occasion according to the request of the 
meeting. lie thought it was unneces.‘<ary for him to enlarge upon the 
numerous virtues and merits of his deceased and most valued friend 
Dwarkaaath Tagore. Ho had known him for a long series of years, 
and truly might lie say he knew no man who^ possessed in a higher 
degree the excellencies of a goo<l man. He could speak with feelings 
of sincere friendship and most sincere regret at Dwarkannth Tagore’s 
having been called away from amongst us in the midst of his honor- 
able career of usefulness, while so actively instrumental in doing good, 
not only to his countrymen at large, but also to thi» Government to 
whom is entrusted the sovereignty of this country. He could con- 
fidently say that no man wa.s better qualified than Dwarkanatli Tagore 
to do away with the uneasy discrepancies of feeling existing between 
Natives and Eiiropesiis. Not only was he possessed of virtues pecu- 
liar to hli^ own country, but to them he added the excellencies belong- 
ing to educated and enlightened Europeans. He was free from the 
narrow-minded prejudices regarding differences of custe, sect, and 
religion; he was ever ready to devote his talents ond energies for the 
diffusion of moral and intellectual improvement, which could not be 
more etfectually accomplished than by placing his countrymen under 
the guidance of mind. 

Jlr. Thomas Deaitry, the Archdeacon, then came forward to propose 
the first resolution, in doing which be addressed the meeting to the 
following effect 

It may, perhaps, be asfeefl why I am present on this occasion ; I, a 
minister of the Gospel, to do honor to the memory of one who wa» 
known only as Hindu. My answer is, because 1 rejoice to recognize 
good wherever it is to be found, and I believe there were many good 
qualities in the character of this distinguished individual that shoul^ 
not be permitted to pass without beiug held up for imitatioii, and 
a’l^.- because the manner hi which it is propoihd to dp him honor, ia 
in itself calculated to promote the welfare and civilizatioa of the 
natives of thri country. It is, then, to bear testimony to those henevolmt 
quaUHesin the character of the deceased which thi resohttion em- 
bodies, that Inow stand before .yottt nnd these so diltin* 

gttished and manifest, that they already %aoim to mpst^of tl^ 
residents in this great city 
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They were manifest in the moit distinguished liberality to the poor. 
Tou arc all aware that iu his one lac of rupees was placed by 

him at bhe disposal of the District Charitable Society for the benefit 
of the poor and the destitute. What a noble gift t But this is only 
a moiety of what he has actually given. He has bequeathed another 
lac of rupees in his will for the same excellent and praiseworthy cause. 
These were public acts, but it is well known to many here that the be- 
nevolent qualities of our late fellow-citizen were manifested in private 
charities, which were known only to the Omniscient God, and to those 
wiio were the subjects of them. Are not these acta worthy to be bad 
in remembrance ? Do they not stand in striking contrast with the con- 
duct ot many Christians, who have drawn immense wealth from the 
resources of this country, either to consume and s<|uander it upon their 
owr lusts and follies, or to retire to live in luxations ease iu their own 
land, without leaving any such memorials to perpetuate their names as 
the bem'frctors of the people trom whom they have derived that 
w< alth ? 

That benevolence has been shown again in his anxiety to dijffuse the 
hlesfiings of secular knowledge among his fellow*comtrymen. While 
f cannot but feel and express surprise at the conduct of many of my 
fellow-Christlnns and countrymen who are actively engaged in the 
work ('f education, to the exclusion of the only remedy which has been 
given for the restoration of our race, viz., “the doctrines and the 
morals of tiie Gospel,” I look upon it in a very different light in regard 
to one who )i;id not received that Gospel. What is blameworthy in 
tliem ^U'serves the highest praise in him. He 6rmly believed that it 
alone would break the shackles of the galling slavery in which bi« 
countrymen arc held } he had the impression that it was the cbiefi if 
Tiot the only remedy ; and his time, his abilities, and his fortune were 
devoted to tl)o noble object I honor him in the principle, it only 
required dU ine light and right direction to make it all that could be 
desIrecL It led him to send the native students to England. 1 honor 
also his countrymen who are treading in bis steps. It is in them as 
honourable — believing, as they do, that it will be the principal means 
of good to their country— as it is in zealous Christians to desire that the 
whole world should obtain the knowledge and share in the happiness 
which they possess. It is, in fact, the pure?t philanthropy of 
they are capable. 

But I should be much wanting to his memory if t did not 
parthmliidy how ^se qualities were enhanoed in Atm hy the difficulHei 
he had to mcomUeriinJhoir exereue. With iu it is only acting coiitibt* 
endy with our when we seeh to dp good to the poor, ami to 

diduse the blessingB id knowledge and truA amof^ those aimiiKl yio^ 

G 
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nay, wc betray our principles, if we are not actively employed in these 
objects. Sut H was far otherwise with oui late fellow-citizen. He had 
to encounter prejudice at every step. Bigotry and superstition scowled 
upon cveiy effort that he made to enlighten his countrymen. It was 
breakii^g in upon the system of the ftiith. It was against the way and 
manners of their fathers. How were superstitious fears appealed to 
with reference to his visit to England. It was said that he would never 
live to return. But his safe return on a former occasion has left no 
room for that absurd notion to rest upon. I think nothing can be more 
appropriate than the tribute which it is proposed to pay to his memory. 
It is one which he himself would have desired, as it is one which will be 
most iikely to be useful to his countrymen. I believe that nothing is 
better calculated to ^promote this object than sending yo-mg men to 
England, and bringing them in contact with our habits, our religion, our 
literature. 

All these things have induced me to stand forward on this occasion, 
and, my friends, they show that you have good ground to go upon in 
expressing your high sense of the cstimnbk qualities, and your regret 
at the untimely death of this lamented individual. I therefore doubt 
not the favorable reception of the resolution which I now beg to propose : 

“ That this meeting publhly record the high estimation which they 
entertain of the benevolent qualities of their lamented fellow-citizen 
Dwarkanath Tagore, and their deep rcgi'et at his untimely death. Ac- 
cumulating vast wealth by talent and assiduity, he liberally employed it 
in charitable and national objects, v/hilst in private life his advice and 
aid was at every applicant's command, imd his house was a home not 
only to liis own countrymen but to Europeans of every nation." 

The resolution was seconded by Baboo Russomoy Dutt, and being put 
from the chair, was carried unanimously. 

J, W. Cohille^ Esq. the Advocate-General, got up to move thesecoud 
resolution, which he introduced with a very excellent speech : 

Sir John Grant and QenlUmeny — I take it for granted that all present 
have come here with the common purpose of doing honor to the mem- 
ory of TJwarkanatb Tagore, and of showing their sense of the services 
which he has rendered to this countiy;. It is my task to propose to yon 
the mode in which, as it has appeared to some of ns, this may be best 
atia moat appropriately done. The resolution Which I have the honor 
to propose is this ; 

[The Advocate-General here read the resolution,] 

Gentlemen, — ^it would have been more satisfactoiy to me had the duty 
of proposing this resolution devolved, as at one time I hoped it would 
have devolved, tipon one not only of higher station* but of &r greater 
abllfty— upon one whose larger and for m<)re effectual serricea m-the 
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causo of education in this country would have givoii wei^'ht. to hia 
words, and enabled him to urge the arguments which reconuriond this 
propo^l to your adoption, with a force tii wliich I cannot jiretcnd. 

I may, however, confidently state that aithoagh this gioitleuuin, the 
Hon’ble the President of the Council of liducation, i.s ipa^iudably 
absent, this proposition is made with hi^ fill concuvrcMicc, and I be- 
lieve I may also state that it is approved of not only by the learned 
Judge in the chair, bat also by lii< Ipainod colleagues, who, though un- 
able to take part in tin's public meting, are r^^.uly to give to (his, as u) 
every other good work, the intluence of their names and their substan- 
tial and liberal sapporl. 

I do not know whether I ought to regret that the task of reconnnond- 
ing a proper testimonial to tiie monjwiy of DwarkanatU Tagore, has 
been intrusted to one who has not hau the advantage of knowing him 
here In his own country, or intimately anywimre. If, on the one hniwh 
I may wiem to lack the warmth — on the other, 1 cannot be suipocted 
of the partiality which a long and intimate fre^ndship might beget. 
And it is not necessary for me to speak of wliat )io has done hi this 
country; it is known to you all. The records of almost every iusti- 
lutiou in this city, whether for educatbnal or other charitable pur- 
poses, attest his active bounty and his working benevolence, and htivnng 
known him in England, I can, if need was, freely speak of the edbet 
which he produced there, by the union which he exhibited in a ’ 
markable degree of an acute intellect, tbe nicest tact, and unaffected 
good sense, with the most active benevolence and unceasing zeal for 
the improvemeut of his fellow-conutrymen—not only upon that re- 
fined society in which good taste is pushed to the verge of fastidious- 
ness, but upon men of the highest order of mind. 

To come then to the immediate object uf this resolution, That we 
mean to do something in honor of this remarkable man ; that we cyme 
hither with some further purpose than that of uttering empty words 
in bis praise, I must asslime. The question is— what that thing shall 
be? We might no doubt do, what has so often been done here, sub- 
scribe our money to buy a picture or a statue. Bnt to say nothing of 
.^the flmt that jmoh p^o testimonials in honor of Dwarkauath Tagore 
already eadstr^ h <Ws irery buUding— that which I propose is, 
in my btuable IwrtBsnt, io be preferred to any wO* of art, howf^er 
^abomtef 7^^ memorial the most endn^ materia? ip 

wbkdi eaa work-tbis foitodat^, we fain wduid wilf « 

lns^,ea,m^v grant that youjp porMT or your ftatueiimuldbe 
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amongst us, and will continue, f^r bejond the limits of the life of mao, 
to do what he did whilst he could, and would have desired ever to do. 
Look, too, at the Oature of the reputation which we thus hope to secure 
for him. Suppose some student of limited means who in one of our 
colleges shall have imbibed the tliirst of knowledge, the desire to 
measure his mind with those of other men, and that love of foreign 
travel which, if well directed, is a characteristic of an active and in* 
quiring mind— such an one, if these exhibitions be founded, may say, 
and say with gratitude — there was a* man-— one Dwarkanath Tagore— 
a man of large and generous spirit, who had the improvement of bis 
race at heart, and did much to effect it. Above all, he showed that 
prejudice had no bonds for him ; he crossed the dark water; he was 
admitted to the society of princes and men of letters ; lie shared in 
the most distinguished society of Europe of what cultivation a Hindu 
is capable. In his honor his fellow-citizens established that which will 
give me the means, otherwise denied me, of visiting Europe, of con- 
tinuing with ampler opportunities the purauit of science, and of re- 
turning thenoe with improved abilities and enlarged understanding, to 
tread, it may be, at however humble a distance, in his footsteps, and to 
benefit, like him, my kind. That this should be said will be surely more 
for the honor of Dwarkanath’s memory, than that yeais^ hence some 
stranger should be oold tha« some mildewed picture or mouldenng bust 
against these walls is a monument of the gratitude of Calcutta towards 
a distinguished fellow-citizen. 

So much for the proposal as it affects him im whose honor it is de- 
signed. Let us consider what objection can be made, to it. I can well 
conceive that a year or two ago some practical man might have said- 
why send Hindu boys to London? when exposed to the temptations of 
a foreign capital they can do no good. Such an objection is now too 
late. The experiment has been tried, and never was experiment more 
completely successful. Nothing can be more satisfactory than the ao- 
oounta received of the progress and conduct of the four youths sent 
to XiOndon from the Medical College— sent, two of them, as my vener* 
able friend the Archdeacon brought to your attention, by the bounty 
of Dwarkanath himself. They have carried anay prises from Euro** 
pean competitors, they have received the highest praise from Sir Benja- 
m'*' the first surg son of London (praise which reflects great 

credit upon those who have the conduct of the Medical Qcdlege hero) ; 
and at the same time they have shown that the temptations of the place, 
and the attentions of which they have been the oiyecti had no power to 
coerce them from their studios. It would be necdteii to anticipate other 
objections. The advantages of a^ scheme which Wilt^ afierd to young 
men from this eountiy the means of completing a scientifio education 
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in^ Europe are too obvious to require to be mentioned. I confideuti/ 
th^n, recommend the adoption of this resolution to you, as being not only 
in accordance with what we may suppose would be agreeable to him 
whom we wish to honor, but as being no barren testimonial, but a 
source of permanent benefit to the community. 

Before, howerer, I put the resolution into the hands of the Chairman, 
let me say one word as to the next which will be proposed to you. [The 
Advocate-General then explained that the only reason why it was proposed 
that the fimd should be vested in official trustees and persons connected 
with the Government, was the necessity of providing something like a 
perpeiutd succession of persons responsible for the due administration 
of the funds of what it was hoped would prove a permanent institution.] 

“ That a subscription be entered into for the purpose of raising funds, 
to be vested in the names of Trustees of the Dwarkanath Tagore 
Endowment, to procure for the Native youths of India, at the Univer- 
sity College of London, the benefit of European education cither gene- 
ral or professional.” 

Hajah Suttochurn Ohoml seconded this resolution, which likewise wa^' 
put, and carried unanimously. 

It was then proposed by Rustomjec Cowasjce, Esq. and seconded by 
J. F. Mc&illigin, Esq., and carried unanimously also : 


That the President of the Council of Education for the time being, 
the Advocate-General for the time being, the Government Agent for 
the time being, the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the time 
being constitute the Trustees of the Dwarkanath Tagore Endowment.” 

G, A. Bushhy^ next rose to move the fourth resolution, and ob- 
served that the next step in the proceedings was to suggest names of 
those gentlemen who were likely best to represent the feelings of the 
meeting, in giving effect to the wish of the subscribers with reference to 
^e last resolution. Without entering into a detail of the virtues of 


his lamented friend Dwarkanath Tagore, which, without flatttty or 
exaggeration, would occupy a considerable length of time, be felthim- 
self bound to say that a bng acquafntance with Dwarkanath Tame 
attached him to everything connected with his memory. Indwea^ 
^ntly of the private ^alhig which he might seem to be actuated now. 

he fidt It due to native worrit to assist in paying the oomplimeiii to tlite 
memory ofhis deceased frfeod. The Darien brought fbrwmd 
Doriibywaaaafrffiow*^ // 

the Mowing gentlnBma be appoint 
'mitten:*^ ^ \ \ • ‘ .'v 

(MfeU liimum, 
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Any five to form a quorum. The Committee to appoint their Secre- 
tary, and to have power to frame a scheme to carry the above resoj i- 
fions* into effect, subject to the approbation (;f the Council of J&du- 
cauon.” 

Baboo Kasipersad Ohose seconded this resolution, and being put to 
the votes of the meeting, was, like all the others, carried unanimously. 

The Hev Dr, Nash then addressed the meeting in a long and anima- 
ted speech which called fortli much applause. We regret that we are 
unable to give more than an imperfect outline of it. He rose by request 
to apologize for the absence of the Lord Bishop, whose duties for- 
bade his appearing at that meeting to do honor to the memory of Dwar- 
kanath Tagore It was a source of great satisfaction to him (Dr. Nash) 
to hear tb. . ^vhic[l fell from the archdeacon. And here he 

would that, of all the virtues possessed by the lamented de- 

ceased, there was one pre-eminently possessed by him, — that he harbour- 
ed )io sectarian feelings, Lis humanity extended beyond a class, it was 
shared alike by all His benevolence was pure as it was bonntiful. 
llis muinhcence was known far and wide ; how many a poor widow and 
orphan had been relieved from distress by his bounty. It was well 
known the respectable position he occupied as a merchant in the mer- 
cantile world. His dealings bad ever been creditable and honorable 
in the highest degree. Dwavkanath was the first who possessed the 
moral courage to break through the prejudices which environed the 
minds of his countrymen, and to sweep away the barrier which prevent- 
ed their crossing the seas to visit the Western world, to open and estab- 
lish there lus commercial connections. He proved by this boldness that 
a native leaving this country to journey to England would not find his 
grave there. His moral courage had put to flight these fears which 
were so readily entertained by his countrymen. He did return to his 
native land alter his first visit there, and made the voyage again. On 
this last occasion he had been received frequently at her palace by the 
Queen, with at least as much cordiality as was the Emperor of all the 
Ruasias. He went on the Continent and visited France. He was re- 
ceived into the' domestic circle and enjoyed the friendship of the Queen 
and family of a sovereign, whom, without derogating from the honor due. 
to gratitude, he might call “the Prince of Peace”— he meant Louis 
P'''”.ippe. Native friend% said the speaker, IJwarkanath Tagore has 
elevated your character in the eyes of Europe, he taught them that 
you possess education and enjoy a liigh degree of civilisation. He 
showed that you are good and loyal subjects and worthy of the confi- 
dence of the Government. He begged te introduce to the notice o| 
the Chairman one subject which the deceased felt coifid not be too early 
introduced into his country. It was female education. He had n strong 
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desire iliat the female members of his family should be educated. Ho, 
.W. Nash, had spoken with many native gentle7nc.n on this point, and 
tiey were without exception extremely anxious to carry out their wishes 
in this respect. The eikcliisibn of females commenced with Tamerlane, 
who, when he unfurled his standard, shut out from society the mothers 
and daughters of the natives (cheers) ; there is nothing in the Shastera 
and other sacred books which command the withholding from woman 
the means of intellectual improvement. He .spoke his mind freely on 
this subject, knowing well the deep consideration it ought to wceive from 
them. The poet had told them that the touch of the chisel m:ikes the 
rough marble start into life. Education would regenerate the females 
of India. In not educating their wives, the natives had not adopted the 
civilization of their conquerors, but he hoped the day was not distant 
when it should bocome general, and the natives feel how much the 


child depends on its mother for its education. The rev. speaker 
conclude^l by expressing his deep lyjgret for the loss of Dwarkanath 
Tagore, whose moral courage would have revolutionized the manners of 
his countrymen and advanced them in all the blessings and sweetr. of 
Ufo. Long might his memory be cherished and adord a oright example 
to his countrymen. The rev. gentleman thanked the Chairman for the 
opportunity which had been granted to him to bear his testimony to the 
worth of the departed. 

B(iboo Is 9 urchunder CVtunder^ an assistant in the Kevenue Depai't* 
meet, here read a written speech to the meeting, embodying a panegyric 
on the character and worth of Dwaikanath Tagore ; having been sup* 
plied by him. The address is here subjoined 

It is our painiul, though at the same time our satisfactory duty, to 
meet in this hall for the purpose of commemorating the disiuterosted- 
tiesi and philanthropy of our departed friend and beneihetor Baboo 
Hwarkamath Tagore painful, when we recollect the man, and call to 
otu mind the inestimable benefits which he rendered to bis country, and 
satisfiictory, when we look around, and see this assembly compel of 
his fHends, both £uro|Ma%and Native, who had been priifilege<^to 
enjoy intimate intercourse with him, now met to express their admira* 
tioB of the enterprising spirit and charitable acts of our noble eountiy- 
mam It may be asserted without ext^gcration, that felr tdm in the 


course of a lengthened existence have rendered such essential a&d 
doubted* servioe to the Indian eonmianity; Ibwer stiilf perimps» have 
(elt bi^nd them a meinory that ppnseerat^ by general eitecg^ffihotioiv 
and reapQ|^ k a good bualifndy an^Mui^ 

• 

prienid' mk fkwm 
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inaii. When we aerioiulj^ reflect on the common destiniea of man, how 
liic exRlted and virtuous are snatched the scene of life in the pleir- 
it'Kie of mental and bodily power, without a warning,— and as on tnis 
deplorable occasion far from their kindred and thoir native soil — may we 
not be iKjrmitted to say, — ruthless Death, which has drank the blood of 
thousands, and swept away our noble generations into oblivion, is still, 
more ruthless in hurrying away the soul of one who lacked neither the 
character of the politician, the sage, or the legislator. 

He was not, I admit, endowed with splendid talents, nor blessed with 
extraordinary parts like that illustrious countryman of ours— that dta- 
tingulshed pattern of excellence in learning, the late Rajah Rammo- 
hnn Hoy. He was not possessed of that superior genius which exalted 
the other to pre-eminence. But Dwarkanath Tagore was not infrrior 
to Idm in all the other endowments of the m}nd — was not less informed, 
than he, of mau as man. Possessed of a mind which procured him the 
respect, and admiration of the world, he cultivated it to better purposea. 
Benevolent and urbane in his manners towards all with whom be had 
intcrcmrso, he uniformly condescended to men of low estate. He was 
held in veneration and respect both by tlie orthodox and unorthodox 
Hindus. The youthful student always found in him a friend from 
whom he received every mark of encouragement. The man of buai'* 
ness leoled upon him as an untiring friend and adviser, whose kindnesi 
and benevolence he ever experienced; the houseless found ia him a 
home; the naked was supplied by him with dothiiig; the hungry with 
food. Whenever I was favored with an interview with him, 1 invariably 
foui'id him crclreled with men of every class and denomination, to whom 
he alfovled every relief which their circumstances required, mediating 
with imp irtuil judgment to restore peace among the rich ; and X was won* 
dcrfoll^ irvitiried in observing that none — none departed with a hcayy;^ 
besii t or a dissatisfied countenance. 

The public acts of benevolence of Dwarkanath Tagore need no re» 
capituhitfou here. They were varied. His liberal donation of a lac of 
rupees to the District Charitable Society— a donation from whicb tbon;* 
sands of the sick and weak find adequate relief; his prominent exortioni, 
for the abolition of the horrible rite of the suttee, so great a diagrace 
to thi^ code of Indian morality— exertuma for which the enlightened 
of this country feel & deep and permanent gratitude— aie only 
a few of the benefits which our lamented Dwarkanath confoxred on the 
inhabitants of his fatherland. ^ 

‘Thai man, ordained by Providence to shine^ afnong his specit^s— set^' 
ting at defiance the horrors of superstition and priestcrafr winch ^ 

hold an asoendant sway over the benighted land,, heeding M the J 

' of envy and malice, rending all fomtly eonaidentioim— braved^ ; 
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*Se Atlantic Toi^ the Western lieraisphcre; not to) selt-nggrah^ 
(UzeinoDt, as has be^'n wroaj'full)^ imputel to him by bij^otry ond short- 
fiahteincss, bwfc \nth the laudable motive of ennobling his country, hy 
ht)o hetnis^>here 9 to a st^ierhj oJUachment and depmieMC. With 
tills view, lie had the magnammity of <<pirit to take along with him four 
me;1ical students, and to place them in a celebrated univerpity ut his 
(;wn expeiKic. 'J’hua it was loft for Dwarkanath in England to display 
hia JOid for the good of to country ; there he devoted best his limn 
to dial noble objnet, and as a mark of approbation of licr loyal sub- 
ject’h conduct, our beloved and gracious Queen presented him with her 
-.wn rtnd her Royal Consort’s portrait^ which now grace the centre of our 
n t rropolis,— the place of our present meeting. Well might that truly 
good end hcncdcont individual, whoso Hie and energies were mainly de- 
voted for the well-being of thi^ community, exult in his jjphmdid »U)d 
Ivmoroble achievements. Well niiglit he whose liberal hand was ever 
open for the relief of poverty, whose name glows with unsullied 
lustre in our remembrance, and whof-c words of encouragement were 
KO creative of noble emulation in the youthful mind, ixvjoice at his 
liitest hour iu the retrospect of hia bridiaut career. Whatever were 
hi^ tiailtics and defects (and who was aver free from them), praise, 
undying and just praise, will ever attend among the people of India 
the honored name of Dwavkanath Tag<ire! 


Oentlomcn. wc have lost a dear friend and a jewel of our country. 
Every fr cling of gi’atiiude recommends the adoption of some measures 
to perpetuate his memory. India has now no friend to plead for her 
rights and privileges, no advocate to espouse h^ cause—sbe has but 
a foreign friend and a foreign advocate. The Govovnment of India has 
shotycM advantages on its conquered subjects, and, like 

k pftterbi^4Gfovecnmcnt, has studied their moral well as physical 
pecawides^ It» moderation, justice, and liberality have been voader- 
ihtly iiflpikyed. Bat all its efforts for the moral regeneration of to 
pto^*rlddcn land wifi not be effectnal, unless, like the oxcelien| indi* 

assembled, the iiatives of to soil 
ptit tor toulders to the wheel, identify toir iuttost Viih the inttot 
come forward and suppwt ttaj^ertakings wbic^f arp^ 
.feigeuei^ thecommunityf Alatl to thought 

itself npeu my mind, that toirealthiest po^ou of 
ktolberiiig to ^otoew of age*--men, who Jfmve thplatou^s 
>nd edtotag^ljl as.o^ tomhfod frrkmd had, lito to wtBi 

‘thich-^ to ‘to ' 
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^ttUi country, to entiiWlsh nocicties ffer amelwrating 
and political oonditioiK^ and for dutminatiitg the mind— oponvig bieftit 
inga of esdncation, so alwolnt^ly wcmmj to Iriae a degraded jnation 
tbepitelj of civilisation. Oh I howl kmg for tha time, that bhtjwad 
time, when>j>hmty, casting away from lieif,jhetrt «?«fy sordid ieeling of 
cnptdity, effacing from it the deformed image of iiM«nrao», and «uS^ 
tuting in it* plaoe the breastplate of philanthrophy, shall co-operate wilii 
our benign Government in arte of enlightenment ;’-«*aiid, roused by 
the stirring example of a llammohun Hoy and a Dwirkanath Tagore, 
the twin stars of our Indian galaxy, shall ever aet before her eyoa (hoSe 
diatingnished patterns of rare excellence, and imitate thefc vittnea 
and their actions. Then, and not till then, India ahall add nn 
isbahle lustre to the Bi‘iti8b Crown. Such was the character and iWch 
the benevolent acts of the mournful subject of thu meeting. Our 
luoited time does not allow us to dwell at length on the merits of this 
distinguished individual, but should there appear any regular sketch of 
him, there is an ample 6eld open to the writer for doing adequate justice. 

Dwarkanath is no more 1 let us shed no unworthy tear over his mem* 
ory. His fame has extended wherever the beneficial results of hia 
exertions liavo been felt awe! appreciated by the public. Hehas lofr tb 
his country and family the remembrance of hia talents aa ^ fit aubfect , 
for pions gratitude, and bis character as a noWe example fo^ imititiaift 
Peace bo to ids ashes I He now sleeps the sleep that knows no isjidl^ig 
in some sulitary spot of England. But even though no cololsal bo 
monument riisod by the hand of mortal and fleeting man reia»n^' tltd 
travclltc of tie hallowed earth wherewitli'liis own bone^ shall njihmfle 
rhretornity ~-di< re h nobler, a more lasting monument ^aU 


Wilds tbcmpolvf*^. 'P'hich shidl enshrine his thme and virtues-^As Jkfsixfi 

tpf'/' Intho ! ! I if; 

'Pho last ’ evolution passed (he meeting was a rote of ( 

Cliair, wliich was ficoorded on a motion of D. Blliott, Esq.' 

The ilmhlfi Chairman then, in returning thltfin Ibr the 
passed, reniarlied that he had never presided nt a ineeting 
pleasure. He experienced also singular sa(iS(hctioii 
stances that the meeting had been addressed by a dis^gUbdiQlil V' 
tary of the Chu ch of England, and an eminent divine 
Home, who had united in acknowledging the mlNtS of ^arkiiil^^ 
gore in such high yet deserved teryus. In oonclnsit^; h4 
when the papers were sent round for eubscripl|o»^ lbw<^,#a^ 
ally and promptly be responded ^ 

The lueetlng sepasated a Utile ; 

' \ ' f . . - , , ' ^ V ' 
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“ I ADMiUR." HMys Kuierson, “great men of all classes, 
tlioso wlio stand for facts and for thouglts; I like 
rough and smooth, ‘ scourges of God ' and ‘ darlings 
of the human race,’ I like the first Cmsar and 
Cliarles V of Spain, and €ha) les XU of Sweden, 
Richard Plantagenet, and Bonaparte of France. I 
applaud a sufficient man, an officer equal to bis 
office, captains, ministers, and senators. I like a 
master standing firm on legs of iron, well-formed, rich, 
lifindsome, eloquent, loaded with advantages, drawing 
all men by fascination into tributaries and support- 
ers of his favorite sword or staff, or talents sword- 
like or staff-like, cjirry on the work of the world.” 
The true secret of this admiration, as well as the 
true moral of biography, is our intense desire to 
associate with superior and uncommon men, and our 
unlimited capacity to emulate their merits. They 
ore belpM through their moral and mental and 
wers, and they speak to oi«;.wante, answer 
oh*M5|ifipon8, and solve important problems in fife. . 

has, of late, not been sterile of . 

and coid^caous men. But of indlviddidif as^ 
sway society and influence the aofa^ # 
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ment; no one has attained such position since Dwarka- 
iipin Tagore passed away from among us. He 
reached a height of popular ^favor and political 
])owcr l)eyond wliich no advance of a Hindu was, 
in liis time at least, possible. Tlie career of such a 
man, however briefly or imperfectly told, must be 
instructive. 

Dwarkanath was born in the year 1794. He 
was the^adopted son of his paternal uncle. Babii 
Ram Lochim Tagore. 

The pedigree of tlie Tagores deserves some men- 
tion. A pamphlet was recently put ibrth by, or 
under the auspices of, a late mem1>er of tlie Tagore 
famiiy, tracing it to Bliatta Narayam and describing 
himself as the thirtiecli in descent. 

In the latrodiK tiou to the VertUaiihara, published 
VLiiihr the same auspices, he is, hotvever, made to be 
the thirty ‘Second rrumthe five Bralimins who came 
to Bengal during the reign of Adisura. Tlie Tagores, 
belo.oging as they do to the Sandillo Gotra^ have, no 
donht, as inm h right to call Bhatta Naryan their 
ancestor, as the Moofeerjees to call Sri Harsha as 
theirs. 

But I have grave iloubts of the present race of 
Tagoivs being the thirty-third or thirty -fourth in 
dcst:eet irom Bliatta Nai'ayan, who migrated only 
about s 70 years ago, from Kanouj to Bengal, at the 
instance of x\ disura. 

♦ 

The analogy of the Koolin Kaists does not sup- 
port the theory of the pamphleteer. 

At the last Akjije held by the late Sir Rajah 
Radhakant Deb Bahadoor, the muster roll showed 
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tvrenty-eight generations of Mitters, Boses am^ 
Glioses. How, during the same i»c r!od, tl^c Tagores 
should have multiplied to so many more geneiations 
seems unaccountable. 

In the misty land of pedigreemianufacturers, we 
find Ilalodhur, the sixteenth in descent from Bliatta 
Narayan, described as an accomplished lawyer and 
the Prime>Minister of the Court of Bengal, as the 
architect of the city of Gour, and the founder of Koo- 
linisrn, but the statements are not supported by well- 
ascertained facts. We next hear of Jaggarnath, 
said to be twenty-fourth in descent from Bhatta 
Narayan. Following the example of his ancestor, he 
emigrated from Kanouj to Jessore, where he settled 
and married flie beautiful and accomplished 
daiightei of Sudha Ram, the Sudra Raja of Esob- 
porc. This intermarriage is supposed to have cast 
the Tagores out of tlio pale of enste and converted 
ihm) lij Peeralks, But descending from tlie conjec- 
tural to the historical domain, we find Jayrani, son 
of Pancha Ram, as the first distinct figure who steps 
out of cloud land. lie may be said to be the true 
founder of the Tagore family — ^the strong man who 
built himself a house and stamped his name on the 
soil of Sutanatee. 

Jayram held the situation of Ameen of the 24- 
Pergiinnahs. It was his bi^siness to collect the 
revenues of that metropolitan district. During his 
time the building of “ Fort William'' was undortajeeu 
by Government. Jayram somehow or other be^ 
came connected with the department to whiohiho 
I)ailding was entrusted, and which Cf)rresponded to the 
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j|^blic Works Department of the present day. The 
building cost a mint of money, and its completion 
was indefinitely delayed. Every one, from the 
Chief Engineer to the Sirdar Mistree^ reaped a. 
rich harvest of rupees. Whether Jayram was or 
was not behind-hand his European superiors in the 
process of harvesting, wc have no means of deter- 
mining. But we should not be surprised if, in 
those days, when cfiiciai supervision was not only 
lax but nil, and official honesty was the excep- 
tion and not the rule, Jayram was unable to 
withstand the temptation with which he w^as sur- 
rounded. Anyhow ho died a well-to-do if not a 
rich man, leaving five sons ; two of whom, Darpa 
Narayau and NU Money, were the founders of two 
•hous<^s, 

Darpa Narayan, the elder brother, remained at 
homo to manage the ancestral estate, which he 
considerably improved and enlarged. 

Nil Money, the younger, w'ont out to the mofussil 
to seek his fortunes. He first served as a subordi- 
nate Amla in a Zillah Court, and gradually and 
steadily rose to the post of a Sheristadar — the highest 
post to w hich a native could then aspire. He used to 
remit to his brother, in Calcuttii, his savings. Subse- 
quently, when he retired from official life, he had 

dispute with his brother about the aggregate sums 
remitted by bim from time to time. An amicable 
settlement was at last effected, under which he 
received from his brother one lac of rupees as an 
equivalent for his sliare of bis ancestral and self- 
acquired^ property . 
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With this sum ho quitted iiis nnt:cstral (Iwolliiiii; 
house, and built one at Jorasanko. The site on 
wliicli it stands is said to have ])oen orantod l>y the 
late Baistam Dass Sett, liimsolf a ri<jid tJindii, as a 
testimony to the piety of Nil Money as an unoeinpro* 
inising Brahmin. As an illustration of his ad- 
herence to ortliodox Hinduism, it may he mentioned 
that Daistam Dass Sett was considered as tlie cusfo- 
Jiau and chief exporter of the sacred water of (he 
Ganges. Ghurahs tilled with this water and signed 
and sealed by him were despatched to different dis' 
tricts whore the (ranges does not j):iss, and w'(T(^ 
received as the genuine article. Nil Money left tlii’ee 
sons, Kam Lochun, Kam Money, and Bam Ballah. 
Ram Moisey had two wives. He had three sons, t/r., 
Dwarkanath and Radlianath by his first wife, and 
Ramanath by his second. As Ram Lochun, tlio 
eldest brother, had no issue, he adopted as his son 
and heir, Dwarkanath, in accordance with the rites 
enjoined in the sliasters. 

Dwarkanath learned his vernacular in a Pat- 
shalla, and acquired the elements of his English 
education in Mr, Sherbournc’s school situated on 
the Chitpore Road. The books Dwarkanatli wavS 
taught in this school were “Enfield^s Spelling,'' 
•‘Reading Book,” “ Tooteeiiamah, or Tides of the 
Parrot,” “Universal Letter Writer,” “Complete 
Letter Book,” and “Royal English Grammar.” 

What he picked up at school was but little, but 
he was one of those who thought out his own 
eondiusions and who could read men and deciphei?. 
thO book of nature. 
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Besides, he made up for his deficiency of school 
instruction })y an aftor-course of education which 
h(' pursued ^nnder the pilotage of the Reverend 
William Adams, Mr. J. G. Gordon, and JamOwS Oalder. 
tlie two last gentlemen, partners of Mackintosh and 
Co., wliich was a leading firm in those days. 

Ilis iraininte association with tliCse men served in 
no i.jconsiderahie degree to expand liis ideas and 
enlarge his mind. He also made line acquaintance, 
while young, of Ram Mol am Roy, under whose 
inspiration he Imhil^ed liberal sontimouls aiul elevated 
views on religion. 

He had been a staunch Hinda, tike his grand- 
father, fiind of celebratiug the Ilrnna perfbnuing 
Foojalis. But at tiiC school of Ram Mohim Roy, 
lie ')\as convinced of the folly of idolatry and the 
abMD’dity of the ceremonial part of Hinduism, 
and ho learnt at iast to worship God in spirit and 
ill truth. 

Tt' have been in the close presence of the Hindu 
— to have read with him, argued with 
*^him and thought with him —to have co-operated with 
him in the establishment of the Brahma Somaj and 
other re ligious works, — all this enabled him to eman- 
t'ipate his mind from the fetters of an antiquated 
bigotiy and superstition. Thus disciplined and 
liberalized, he gave practical proof in his subsequent 
career that caste should not stand in the way of 
moral or social refoim. 

In (jonnection with this part of the subject it may 
be m«^ioned that he nevejrrforgdt Hiis old and hum- 
ble tutor Mr. Sherboume, but awarded him pen- 
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sionary support during the life-time of the latter. 
Dwarkanath applied himself to the study of the 
Persian language, and acquired a very respectable 
knowledge. Without being a scholar cither in Per- 
sian or Arabic, he was a fluent speaker and a ready 
writer. 

His adoptive father was a zemindar, albeit not a 
large one, and he lived after the manner of zemin- 
dars. But it was of no slight importance that the 
estate inherited by Dwarkanath was not extensive, 
nor enough to make him independent of official or 
professional income. He was not born with a silver 
spoon in bis mouth. Although liis means were 
ample and sufficed for the wants of a Hindu gentle- 
man of the past generation, yet he was not above 
that necessity which is the stimulus to exertion. 
A writer has remarked that a state equally removed 
from poverty and luxury is the temperate zone in 
which mental development appears most to flourish. 
Of the truth of this remark, Dwarkanatli was a signal 
illustration. 

Dwarkanath lost his father at an early age,! 
Among the properties inherited by him was a zemin^ 
dary called Berampore, situated in Zillah Pubna. 
He took up the management of this and other estates 
a few years after the death of his father. This' 
(ivent necessitated his application to zemindaree 
business* It familiarized him with Jumma a^d 
Jumma Wassilbaki, Jureep and Jumma Nesheest^ 
Fykast and Khod £^t tenures. 

The knowledge ih;dt8 acquired proved of great 
service to him in afh^Iifo* Suoli Iniowledge liee ii4, 
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the foundation of the judicial and fiscal systems of 
the country. More than two-thirds of the cases which 
arc adjudicated by the civil and fiscal courts arise 
from rival claims and disputes about land. 

From the study of zemindaree accounts and tenures, 
he tui"^ . ’ his attention by a natural process to the 
study oi law. In the acquisition of this branch of 
knowledge he received valuable assistance from Mr. 
Cutler Fergiisson, a leading barrister of his time. 
Indeed the two chiefintiueuccs in his early life were, 
intellectually, Rammohun Roy, and legally, Mr. 
Cutler Fergusson, He had a portrait of the latter 
taken by a very al)le artist, arul it may now bo seen in 
the gallery of his town house. Guided »and aided by 
Mr, Fergusson, Dwarkanath was able to grapple with, 
and niasti r, the leading j)rjiiciples of jurisprudence. 
He was not only well versed in Regulation Law, 
but was thoroughly acrinainted wdth the procedure of 
the late Supreme as w^ell as the budder and the Zillah 
Courts. Fortltlcd with this knowledge, he set liimsel* 
as a. law Jigeul, and ably and succcsssfully conducted 
several cases. Among them may be mentioned the 
cases of Doorga Churn Mookerjeo of Bagbazar, the 
proprietoj* of Pergunnah Bogrec ; of Rajah Borroda- 
kant Roy of Jessore; and of Kumar Harinath Roy 
of Cossiai’nazar, w hose claims to an immense estate 
were contested by bis kinsmen. 

^Vs a law agent, ho won the confidence of several 
Rajahs and large zemindars. The success which 
crowned his exertions to save several other estates 
from hostile proceedings which had threatened theii 
integrity, established his reputation as a sound and a 
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practical lawyer He became the trusted adviser 
and law agent of lianee Katcyane(*, Uajali Borroda- 
kant Boy, and several other priiicii)al landed pro- 
prietors, both of Bengal and the North-West Pro- 
vinces. It is an office requiring a rare combination of 
talents in a country where one class is estranged 
from another, and where justice was till lately a 
lottery, and where legislation is still greatlvy in ad- 
vance of the wants and wa'shes of the peopleX 

To the office of law agent he added that ofVom-' 
mercial agent, purchasing indigo and silk, and dip- 
ping the same to Euroj^c m execution of orders. 

The career of Dwarkanath, at this eai’ly stage, 
sho\ved to his countrymen, that it was possible for 
a young zemindar to lead a useful and many- 
coloured life, instead of collecting and counting rents 
and sinking into a useless and purposeless existence. 
Endowed with consummate ability and rare tact, and 
capable of sn stained exertion, he very soon created for 
himself a position and influence among his country- 
men as well as among official and non-official Euro- 
peans. 

To the officials, he was known as an able man of 
business. The post of Sheristadar orDewantoMr. 
Plowden, the Salt Agent and Collector of the 24 -Per- 
gunuahs, being at this time vacant, Dwarkanath was 
appointed to it. He seryejLia this cap acit y for ^bout. 
six years, and gave^Mr. Plowden entire satisfaQtiQiB*-^, 
153553 ^ fiis^offldat'com mWcourse with ; 

Mr. Plowden ripened into a lasting friendship. ^ 

The Board of Customs^ Salt and Opium having 
been defrauded of a large amount of public money 

2 
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by tlio Pevvaii aiul a writer, Dwarkanatli was pro- 
iiicted to the Dewanship, and called upon to re-orga- 
nize the system of issuing Rowanahs, and generally 
the financial branch. The success with which he 
performed this task evinced his faculty of organiza- 
tion and won the admiration, and afterwards the friend- 
ship, of Mr. Henry Mereditli Pai'ker, the Secretary to 
the Sudder Board. He served for several years as 
Dewan of tlie Board, and rendered valuable services 
in that capacity. The judgment and ability with 
which he dis(‘harged his duties showed a thorough 
knowledge of all branches of the revenue. 

At last, being pressed by pi-ivate business, and 
desirous to chalk out an independent line forbiinself, 
he made iq) his mind to resign his office. In accept- 
ing his resignation, the Board addressed to him a 
letter, dated the 7th August 1834, from which I 
extract the following: — 

I hf^vo ilio honoi t(» ackuowloilj^o tlio receipt of your letter 
tlaied Lst jnptaui. iu avIhcIi you exjn’css a wi«h to be rcliovctl from 
tlie oflicial duties now ilisohargod by you, ns l^ewun to the Bounl 
of Customs, Nilt and ()piuiii, (lie pressure of your private business 
renderinp it iruj)raetieablo for you to devote so much of your 
attention to the idliiirs of the OIRec, aa to enable you to pci form the 
duties nitaciicd to ;yonr nppointnient with satisfaction to yourself. 
I liavo laid your letter before the Board, and am directed by them 
to oommunieato to you their acceptance of your resignation. At 
the same time I am «lesiied to convey the expression of the regret 
they fool in losing the services of an olRccr whose talents, zeal 
and experience have been so long and diligently exerted in 
ailvancing tlio interests of the important branches of the Revenue 
over which tlio Board pi'esido. As the high souse which the 
Board entertain of your qualifications and integrity, and tlicir ap- 
preciation of the advantage ^liioh the public interests have de- 
rived from your connection with this otliee are recorded in the 
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pi'oceuiluij^ > ot ibo Hoard, it would ho ‘^iij)evlluour to luore 
at prooul than that yoiir past soi-Niccs liavo moi witli the eoivltal 
approhiitioij of the Hoard. 

Ill addition to the above, Mr. Parker boro tlie follow- 
weighty te.stiiiioay to his merits as a public olliccr: 

Alv i>r:AR DwAKKAivATn,—f received yoiir ootc sent by Carr, 
and I need hfirdly fissure you that It fillbrded me the highest gra- 
I'dicaliou. To be assured of Ihc good opinion of those whom we 
esteem is a great pleasure, and miiio was very great, because th-.ro 
is no oiK^ whom I esteem more flam I do yourself. 1 am <mly 
asliarncd that you should so greatly ovcr-estiiiiato ii illing 

services which, if my friendship lor you had not demanded them, 
nuist have l)een given in honor and eon-eieiico as due to yot.r 
nitegrity and high eharaoter, Jinleod, I cun conseicntioiibly deciart . 
llnit, if at any time I have been iiish iimeulal in savliig you, a.* lar 
a-> my position cnahhid me to do si#, fiom tin; amioyaneo of those 
cowardly and vindictive attacks, to which )our peculiar situation 
('xjiosed you, I have been actuated solely by what I thought duo 
to justice and to the public service ia which your assistance was so 
valiuible, and yonr integrity, to any unprejudiced human being, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. To say that I regret your loss in 
■in office where your aid has Ikjcu at once so valuable in itself, and 
so cheerfully given, will but poorly express what I feci in lo ing 
your services. I hope that I only do so Iiowever, to sco you placed 
in some employment by Government, more worthy of the cstimu* 
tion in which ihoy ought to bold youi talents, and more wortliy of 
your acceptance than that you have left. There may be many an 
appointmeut which it may be in your power to fill without detri- 
ment to the honourable career on which you have entered, and if 
any such should offer I trust yojj will accept it, because I feel 
assured, it could be held by no one with more advantage to the coun- 
try or more honor to himself. You tell me, Tvhich I cannot 
admit, that you are indebted to mo for favors. I cannot admit it 
because there can be no favors between friends — ^bot you profess 
your desire to shew your estimation of what yon are pleased lo 
denominate acts of kindness while 1 call them acts of justice. I wHi 
fell you bow you may do so, my dear Dwarkanatb, — continue to set 
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nil oxaiiiplo loyour countrymen of honor and integrity, — continue 
through good report and ill report to hold fast by truth and cultivate 
the approbation of yourown conscience, — continue to lead in the path 
of true knowledge and intellectual civilization, and I shall bo 
repaid a thousand and thousand times over, not for what 1 have 
done, for that has been nothing, but for wdiat I would willingly do 
to shew my friendship and regard for you. With every good and 
kind wish for your increasing prosperity, and that you may bo 
surrounded with that happiness which your own kind disposition 
and tho goodness of your own heart lead you to promote in others ; 
believe me, my dear Dwarkanath, 

Your sincerely attaclied friend, 

SooK Saugor, I 
October 1834. J 


II. M. Taukek. 


Soon after bis retirement from official life, Dwarka- 
natli established the firm of Messrs. Carr, Tagore, and 
Co. On hearing of this enterprise. Lord William 
Bentinek addressed a very kind and flattering letter to 
Dwarkanath congratulating him on being the first na- 
tive gentleman who had set up a house of business 
in Calcutta on the European model. The congratula- 
tion was not unmerited Before his time tho ne- 
plus ultra of opulent natives in the mercantile line 
was to serve as Banians to European firms. Their 
commercial aspiration went no further than to 
supply funds to Bi^.hUi hmtees, obey their behests 
as moochhuddees, and pocket tlie dustooree* It never 
entered into the'u* heads to launch into speculation 
or make shipments on their own account. The 
idea of “no venture, no gain’' was considered by them 
as frauglit with imminent danger : safety and slavery 
were their motto. Hence no small credit was due 
to Dwarkanath for thus setting up as an indepen- 
dent merchant. 
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Tlie original partners of the firm were, besides its 
founder, Mr. William Carr and Mr. William Prinsep. 
With them Major IT. B. Henderson and Mr. W. C. M. 
PloAvdcn, Dr, Maepherson, Civil Assistant Surgeon of' 
Kampore Beauleah, and Captain Taylor ot' the Madras 
Military Service, Babus iJidieiulranath Tagore and 
Grindranath Tagore, wx‘r(‘ subse(|uently and at differ- 
ent times associated as partners. Mr. 0. M. Gordon 
and Babu Prosonno Oooniar Tagore were employed as 
assistants in the firm. The fornierstuck to it, and rose 
to beapartner. The lattei* left commerce lor Jaw, enter - 
ing the bar of the late Siidder Dewany Ada whit, and 
realizing by practice a large fortune whic h he lias left 
tied up in trust, l)ut not so lightly but that the gentle- 
men of tlie long robe have lieeu able to jiick holes in it. 
Dwarkanath was, however, the animating spirit of the 
house. He directed its operations and supplied the 
sinews of ww. In truth, he took up the entire 
management of the financial department, and al- 
lowed no other partner to interfere with it. The 
large resources at his commaud, his connection with ^ 
the Union Bank, and his unlimited credit with otlu^r 
Banks and Kootees enabled him to meet demands, 
however heavy, on all occasions, and on the shortest 
notice. 

The history of the Union Bank, with which .Dwarka- 
nath was connected, may be bei'e Wiefly told. The 
projectors of the Bank were Messrs. J. G. Gordon, 
J. Calder, and John Palmer, ColonelJames Young 
and Dwarkanath. These gentlemen constituted the 
.first Board of Direction, and at their first meeting 
held at the Exchange Hall, they elected Mr. William 
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Cavr, as tlic Scnrolary, and Babii Bamanatli Tagore 
as tlie Treasurer. The Bank commenced its opera- 
tions on the; 17th August 1829, with a capital of 
Sicca Itupecs 15,00,000 (equal to Company's Kiipecs 
1(1,005000), consisting of 609 shares, of Sicca 
liupecb 2,500 each, which were held by all classes of 
the coinmunii) . This capital was wholely furnished 
by individuals on the principle of a joint-stock Bank. 
It was formed avowedly as a commercial Bank, and 
tor the ])urpose of affording pecuniary facilities to 
commerce and agriculture, —facilities which were 
denied by the restrictions imposed on the then semi- 
Governuicnt Bank of Bengal by its charter. There 
were at tlie time two Banks besides the Bank of 
Beiigal, namely, the Commercial and the Calcutta; 
but the proprietors of those establislmients agreed, 
by mutual consent, to c.ontract their circulation in 
urdoi’ to make room for the Union Bank. The 
operations of the Calcutta Bank ceased in 1829, in 
consequence of the arrangements for establishing 
the Union Bank. Mackintosh and Co. lading in 
1833, the settlement of the aft'airs of the Commer- 
cial Bank devolved on Dwarkanath Tagore, the only 
solvent partm'r. lie adjusted all claims The new 
Bank proved a great help to tin' mercantile interest, 
and Dwaikaiiath ])roved a great help to the Bank, 
nursing it, as a mother nurses her child, saving it 
from an untiimdy death on more than one occasion. 
Cne of these occasions was when one of the officers 
of the Bank embezzled a considerable sum, Dwarka- 
nath made good the loss, and hushed the scandal. 
The other was a large exchange transaction on 
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CouUs ami Co, amlGlyn, Halifax ami Co. The latter 
acropted the bills, but Coutts and Co. at iirst declin- 
cd, but afterwards lionorod the drafts upcai tbe 
personal intercession of Dwarkanatli wlio Iinp]ieiu*d 
to be at the time in London. At lci\^th (he Baide 
departing from tlie princijdo of logitiinato bai»king, 
mot with its ruin. Its funds were svvallowc^d up in 
Indigo advances made to a few particular lionses. 
Tliese Indigo engagements and dealing in bills of 
exchange were the main causes of its iailuro in 1847. 

The stoppage of the lihiion Bank spread alarm 
and consternation in the mercantih^ world. The 
limited hahillty princij)Ie not being then in opera- 
tion, the sharehohlers were assessed according to 
thvdr means, real or supposed, at the capi*icc of the 
liquidators- 

We resume the thread of our story. In connev- 
tion with his firm, Dwarkauath established Indigo 
factories at Seladah and other places. (2ommercolly, 
the chief mouzah of Beramporc, his ancestral zemiii- 
dary, was the seat of a silk manufactory belonging 
to the Government. On the abolition of the silk 
monopoly, Dwarkauath purchased the Conuriercoll y 
filatures, and worked them on account of Cari% 
Tagore and Co. He also worked the coal mines at 
Raneegunge, and also a sugar factory at Ramnuggur. 

It may be hero observed that there was a direct- 
ness and a thoroughness in liis way of doing business 
not common then among his uneducated and un- 
trained countrymen. Let him act as a merchant or 
fis a zemindar, he did everything to the best of his 
poAver, The prudence with which emergencies were 
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scov], and the en(3rgy with wdiich they wore grappled, 
made him a suceessful man of business. Voltaire 
^avs men succeed less by talents than character. 
Duarkanath ilkvtrated the Voltairian theoiy, in- 
jeanuch as his cliaracter as a person of imcommon 
energy, and judgment, and tact, wielding vast re- 
sources and exercising great induencc among all 
classes was the secret of his success. Jt is, there- 
fore, small wonder that the hrm of Carr, Tagoi’e, 
anti Co. rose to bo a first rate on^^, and its partners 
were considered the )*epr(‘scntatives of the commer- 
cial interest. 

His career as a zemindar was no less successtul 
than that of a merchant and a maiuitkcturcr. The 
folloAving estates tvere purchased by liiux in the 
course of a fetv year.s aftei ha sot liimself up as a 
merchant. Kaleegram in Ra Jshahye. Shahazadpore in 
Pubna, SuiTooppore in Rungpore, annas share 
of the Mnndle Oliflt estates, DAA^arbashini, Juggo- 
dis<lipoif Mahomnied Slialu c in Jes.sorc, Shorgarah 
in Cuttack, and several other zeniindaries. 

But Avhile DAvarkanatli was purchasing new 
zemindaries and consolidating and improving them, 
his ancc'^tral zemindary, Berampore, became a source 
of trouble to him. The ryots being detormiimd to 
withhold fonts, organised an ekajote^ or league, to 
resist tlie proceedings of the zemindar for the 
recovery of his dues. They petitioned the Magis- 
trate to institute a local enquiry, and the Magistrate 
came and pitched his tent on the spot. The ryots 
came up, and complained of the oppressions of the 
Naibs and Gomustas, and demanded redrggs-^Tlie 
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1 1 uzoor, forgetting there are two sides to a story, 
helieved tlieni to be the aggrieved parties. He, 
accordingly, promised them liis protection, and tliore- 
])y eiicoTU’aged them in the course they \vei*o pursu- 
ing. While the Magistrate was acting as tlie ryots' 
friend, Dwarkanath instituted enquiries into his 
past career, and found he had been guilty of several 
a(!ts of omission and coinniission. Determined to 
bring the Magistrate to bay and regain liis rights, 
lie went up to Berampore, and re([iiested an 
interview with that oflicer. It was held at night, 
and in the tent of the Magistrate. Dwarkanath 
comjdained to him of the lawless combination cn- 
iered into by the ryots for the purpose of defrauding 
lum of his rents, and asked him to break it up, 
as it not only prejudiced his individual interests 
hut endangered the peace of the district. The 
Magistrate in his turn lectured Dwarkanath on the 
duty of protecting the ryots from the oppression of 
the Mofussil Amlah. Dwarkanath at last con- 
vinced the Magistrate that what he had heard from 
the ryots was greatly exaggerated, and had little 
or no foundation in truth, and demanded the restor- 
ation of his rights as an act of justice. The Magis- 
trate still hesitating to comply with this requisition, 
Dwarkanath reminded him of his peccadillos and 
further threatened to hand him up to the Superin- 
tendent of Police, the then terror of Magistrates, for 
his arbitrary and one-sided proceedings at Beram- 
pore. On this the ryot's frifend collapsed into the 
partizan of the zemindar, and peace was restored, and 
Berampore succumbed. 


3 
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Towartls another official, willi whom he was differ- 
ently circiiiiistanced, he follow^ed a different line of 
conduct — the line most congenial to his instincts and 
feelings. He had been a judge of a district in 
Bengal, had fallen ill, had taken a furlough, and 
was in Calcutta en route to Europe. He had scarce- 
ly taken up his quarters at Spence's Hotel, when he 
was informed that his creditors, to whom he owed 
about a lac of rupees, would stop his departure and 
lodge him in No. 1 Cliowringhee. In his precarious 
state of health, to rot in jail and forego the change, 
was certain death. He thought of various expedients 
to extricate himself from his perilous position* He 
at last thought of Dwarkanath, of whom he had 
heard much as a helper of the needy, but with whom 
he w^as not personally acquainted. He, however, 
made up his mind to make an appeal to his gener- 
osity* He, accordingly, wrote a letter to Dwarka- 
nath, acqufiinting him with his distressing situation, 
and asking for help. It came to him more promptly 
than be had expected. On the receipt of the letter 
Dwarkanatli made enquiries about the statements 
contained therein, and when he was satisfied of their 
truth, be paid a lac of rupees to the parties to whom 
his correspondent was indebted, and got back the 
the bonds and notes. With these papers he called 
on the cx-judge, knd introduced himself. The ex- 
judge then commenced a narrative o^his case with 
a view to move his sympathy, but Dwarkanath 
stopped him shorty m#de over the papers, and told 
him he was free, to go to Europe. The ex-judge 
was overwhelmed with gratitude, and could only 
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weep out his thanks. He offered to give a bond, 
])iit Dwarkanath refused to take it, saying it was of no 
manner of use, inasmuch as it would he waste paper 
in the event of his death, and it would be unne- 
cessary in the event of his recovery and return to 
India, as ho was then sure to repay the money. 

This act of generosity Was characteristic of Dwarka- 
nath. lie did not however lose by it in a pecuniary 
point of view, as the ex-judge returned and repaid 
the money. 

Tliese tw’o instances prove that Dwarkanath was 
a clever. as well as a generous man, with a strong 
eye to his own interest, and a lively and hearty 
sympathy for all persons around him. 

To collect rents and to buy and ship produce was 
not a life sufiicient for Dwarkanath. lie wanted 
to do something for his fatherland and for his own 
generation. To got through life easily and secure 
as much money as possible by the way, is the theory 
of the herd of men. But it was not Dwarkanath^s 
theory. His was to improve and elevate his coun-* 
try, and, if possible, to lead her to greatness and win 
himself fame. That was the one dream of his man* 
hood, and became the one purpose of hia after-life. 
He was not destitute of ambition — the last infirmity 
of a noble natui*e.” He strove to raise his country 
along with himself. He knew work was the des- 
tiny of humaifity, aiid bo thri^^j^imlself heartily Into 
it, but he wanted 

and the 
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and intense sympathy with his fellow beings. It was 
not bounded by the restnc.tions of race, or creed, or 
color. It embraced all men requiring it. It was 
not a lip-deep sympathy, but was manifested in 
unmistakable and substantial ways. 

Disraeli says that, in England to achieve distinc- 
tion, a man must have genius, a million, or blood. 
Now^Dwarkiinatli had a touch of genius which gave 
inspiration to his judgment. lie hud something akin 
to genius in respect to his marvellous knowledge of 
men and liis faculty of moulding and managing 
them ; but he owed his rise less to this or the 
other attributes predicated by Disraeli than to his 
active benevolence, his high resolve, and his tenacity 
and persistency of purpose. 

We have seen how generously he came to the 
rescue of the ex-zillali judge. We could endlessly 
multiply such instances. We could point out to 
hundreds of Europeans and natives, officials and 
non-officials, whom lie assisted and accommodated 
and rescued from ruin and established in life. The 
names of those who obtained, on his recommen* 
datioii and through his exertions, employment 
in Government offices, banks, and mercantile 
houses is legion. There were others whom he took 
by the hand and set up as mercliants, traders, and 
brokers of produce and freight, bills and stock. Many 
of tliese men are still living, and by* them his memo- 
ry is cherished as that of a father and a guardian 
angel. We thui^ see it was not in Dwarkanath 
to close his pui^e-sfrings or steel his heart against 
distress aud to hldulgoin sensual pleasures. It was 



DWARKANATII TAGOUE. 


21 


not enough for him to drift down tlic life stream 
for his personal gratification, or to live unto 
liimself. If “ friendship caught his arm,” or if iinpeeu- 
niosity clogged his heels, he would not shake them 
off, l)ut take them up in a loving spirit. A person, 
a resident in mofussil, whom he had known in scliool, 
oeiiig in distress, informed him by letter of his 
miserable plight, and applied for pecuniary assist- 
ance. Dwarkanath remitted to his (piondam school- 
fellow five liundred rupees, and requested him to 
come down to Calcutta that he might provide for 
his permanent support. He came, and was installed 
in a situation befitting his capacity. His broad 
liuinanity transcended all sectarian and sectional lines 
of demarcation. It was a humanity which made arid 
places fertile, and lifted up those who, overweiglied 
with anxieties and debt, had sunk into depths of desti- 
tution. 

We have before us a correspondence between 
Dwarkanath and his old master and friend 
Mr. Plowden. It appears that, on the recommenda- 
tion of Dwarkanath, several of the Amlas had been 
employed by Mr. Plowden in the^Collectorate of the 
2iTPe|gunnahs. One of them, througli^lEe systein 
of lax supervision then obtaining, embezzled some^ 
money in the Stamp Department. On this fact liaving 
been brought to tbe;notW;i^ Gf^yemment, Mr. 
Plowden was Ordered to ioss. On 

Dwarkanath being informed 
Mr. Plowden to say that 
hie , for th? • 
the deficiency. iPhe 
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Mr. Plovvden illustrat9s the relation in which he j^tooil 
wnth him : 

Dwarkanath, — Kindest friend, there in no one I 
IcRve with more regret than I do you. I shall always gratefully 
bear in mind every thing you have done for me. I cannot resist 
writing so mucin 

Mr. Parker loaves mo to-night. God hless you, and let mo 
hoar from you soon. 

A note of infinite compassion for humanity rang 
through the whole composition of Dwarkanatii* 
His munificent donation of a lac of rupees to 
the District Cliaritahlc Society enabled that insti- 
tution to extend its beneficent operations. It was an 
act of enlightened liberality, the like of which had 
not been before perfonned by any of his countrymen. 
The sum was vested in trust by Dwarkanath, 
as a fund for the poor blind. In alluding to it Mr. 
Parker, one of the trustees of the Dwarkanath Fund, 
thus writes to him. 


My DEAR Dwarkanath, — I will readily undertake, in cont^ert 
with Mr, William Prinsep, to mako all communications with the 
District Charitablo Society which your muniiiceut gift may render 
necessary. I feel myself honoured by being associated, however 
humbly, iu such a work, by being associated with that' wb|ph will 
redound to tho lasting honor of my excellent — ttiy noble hearted* 
friend. 


I have known you now, my dear Dwarkanath, for many yeaw.' 
I have known and revered your integrity, your disinterestediUM 
your unequalled kindness of heart. I have so ki^own 
however others inay be surprised at as mach as they 
tlio act of the magnificent liberality of noblochariiy» 
surprised. Need I say raoro to justify 

be considered yom nffeetic^ate and sincere iHendS " " ^ * 



BWARKANATII TAGORE. 


23 


There wa« scarcely a chaiTta1>lc or educational ’ 
institution to which Dwarkanath did not couti'ihiite. 
These noblo contributions marked him out as a pliil- ' 
anthropist of a noble type. IIis name conspi- * 
cuous in every movement of public imjiortance, and 
liis purse-strings were open to calls for all public » 
sul)scriptions. 

The career of Dwarkanath is from this time cou- 
tomi)oraneoiis Muth organic and radical changes in 
the social and mental and moral aspect of his 
country — changes w^dch he did much to bring about. 

It I’eprescnted an era u<" unprecedented progress in 
the national life of the Hindus. 

Wlien Dwarkanath saw light, ignorance {ind 
superstition reigned rampant : The Hindu widows 
were immolated at the funeral pile of their husbands; 
tlie natives were persecuted and proscribed as a 
subject race ; the dark fatality of a dark skin 
crushed and kept them down ; the crime of color 
was considered the most atrocious in the social and 
political code governing the country ; the commu- 
nity was divided into Sahiblogues and the natives. 
These two classes composing the dominant few, and 
the subjeict many, not understanding each other, 
vejfre estranged and alienated. Now what did 
Dwarkanath leave behiiid ? A Hindu College and 
a Medical College ; the revolting rite of Puttee 
abolished and branded by law as murder; a Land- 
hol^js’ Society representing a'B|g»frimporta^ inter- 
co^ steam cjoimnauiucati^ ; a free 
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the Natives and the Europeans, — being the firsi step 
to a fusion of the two races. 

♦ I feel now called upon not to describe the processes 
by which these reforms were consummated, but to 
indicate the share which Dwarkanath took in their 
consummation. I have elsewhere given a historical 
sketch of, the Hindu College, and It is only neces- 
sary to mention here that Dwarkanath cordially 
co-operated with Dr, II. H. Wilson and David Hare, 
in the re-organization of the Hindu College, and 
“ the erection,” in the words of tlie Geneval Com- 
mittee of Public Instruction, of that institution 
into a seminary of the highest possible description 
for the cultivation of the Englisli language.'^ The 
educational policy of the Government was then 
embodied in the following remarks of the General 
Committee of Public Instruction : 

At present the extensive cultivation of some foreign langnago 
which is always veiy improving to the mind is rendered iudispen* 
sable by the almost total absence of vernacular literature, and the 
consequent inrqwssibiUty of obtaiuing a tolerable education from 
that source ouly. The study of English, to which many circum- 
stances induce the natives to give the preference, and with it the 
knowledge of the learning of the West, is thei’efore daily spreading. 
This, as it appears to U3, is the first stage in the process by which 
India is to be enlightened. The natives must learn before they 
can teach. The best educated among them must bo placed 
possession of some knowledge, before they can transfer it into 
their own languages. 

Thanks to this policy for the furtherance of edtt. 
cation, — the only possible and practicable policy, 
which has in point of tact always been, and 
always to be, acted upon by the Crovemmeab^^S; 
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niiulu College pimed a brillLmr success. Its alumni, 
like the tops of the Ranchungunga, were the 
first to catch and rcllect the dawn. They wore tliO 
first band of reformers who made noble exertions 
, to improve and elevate their country. They were 
, eager to communicate the knowledge they had ac- 
1 rj aired at the College to their less fortunate country- 
! men, and they established for thi.s purpose several 
j schools in and around Calcutfii. The alfiiirs of the 
! Hindu College were conducted by a Committee of 
Management of which Dwarkanath was a member, 

: and not the least zealous one. The principal mem- 
bers of the committee, both Native and European, 
believed that the liberal education of the higher 
clas.ses must precede the instruction of the masses, 
and that the best way of reaching the latter lies 
through' their natur.il leaders and chiefs. No one 
was more sti’ongly impressed with this belief than 
that aposde of native education, David Hare, the 
jmnlvorsary of whose death wo arc now assembled 
to commemorate. He, as well as Dr. li. H. Wilson 
and Dwarkanath, thought that the primary condition 
of popular education is the previous provision of.* 
education for those classes of the community who, 
from their position in life, are able and willing to 
devote themselves to study and to direct and conti'ol 
the instruction of the poorer classes. If these men 
had thought or aeted differently, we should not ndw 
see so many flourishing ^11^^ gad cendfll schools, 
nor hear p^^ prate fdr !pehr:.«^lition. 

'Dwarkatta^^ - iiimaielf 'iu' %he .]ftliedi<!id[ 

bdlege from ita wtahlishmeui ba tiie June 18 $^ 
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With a view lo encourage the medical ^^ttidents in 
their studies, he offered a donation of tliree yearly 
sums of Rupees 2,000 for distribution in prizes. On 
the 24th March 1830, D\varkanath wrote to Mr. 
Principal Bramley as follows : 

I am unwilling to offer jou ray cnngrntulations apon the success 
which has atteraleil j’our umlcrtakings in the Medical College, 
w'ithout showing that my feelings towards the institution are more 
substantial than those which words only can express. 

Should all your exixjctations be realized, and thoro is cv(M-y 
reaeou to believe they will, the Medical College cannot fail lo 
produce the happiest results amongst my countrymen. 

No man, I assure you, is more sensible than I am of the benefits 
which such an institution is calculated to dispense, but I know 
also that you have many very great difficulties before you, and 
the greater part of these you will havo to contend with at the outset. 
My own experience enables me to tell you that no induce- 
ment to native exertion is so strong as that of pecuniary reward, 
and I am convinced you will Had ditlicultics disappear in 
pi*oportion to the encouragement offered to the students In this 
particular. 

As an individual member of the native community, I feel it 
lielongs to ns to aid, as fur as lies in our power, the promotion of 
your good cause. At present this can hardly be expected on any 
very great scale, but as example may bo of service to you, I for one 
will not be backward to accept your invitation to my countrymen to 
support the College. 

I beg, therefore, as an inducement to the native pupils now 
studying in the institntion, and to those who may hereafter, to 
offer the annual sum of Bs. 2, OCX) for the ensuing three years, to 
be distributed in the form of prizes. Xu order that these may 
bo of substantial value to the caudidates, I propose that the prizes 
should not exceed eight or ten in number, and that they should 
be available to f'onndation Students only and' natives lion& fide 
pupils of the College. All other arrangements Ih regal'd to their 
ilistribution I leave to your discretion. 
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To tliis the following reply was sent by the Secre- 
tary of the General Committee of Public Instruc- 
tion: 

To Badoo Dwarkanath Tagore* 

Sir, — Tho Sub -Committee controlling the Medical College 
has submitted to the General Committee of Public Instruction 
your letter of tho 24th ultimo to tho Pj incipal, in which, with a 
view to encourage tho study of medical science amongst your 
countrymen, you teihioi* the donation of three yearly sums of 2,000 
Kiipees for dislributiou in prizes to native students of merit. 

2nd. Tho General Committee desires mo to accept your liberal 
ollbr, and at tho* same time to convoy to you how highly it 
estimates the enlightened phihinlhropy by which it has been 
dieiated. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. C. Sutiikiilano, 

Secretary^ G, C. P, L 

j Four William, ) 
fTke ]2tk April IHl/e. J 

Tho thanks of tlio Board of Education were again 
and piihlicly accorded to Dwarkanath at the annual 
distribution of prizes and diplomas to the successful 
medical students, for the active interest taken by 
him in the welfare of the College and the-substantial 
encouragement offered by him. The Medical College 
has been tlie nursery of our medical men. It has 
fed all the dispensaries in the raofussil. Its alumni 
are also to be found in the army, in charge of jails, 
in private practice, ,at railway stations, on board 
steamers a|id passenger slups, in the employ of zeptn' 
dars oad. planters, and in deplits and nhops. 

But whesi the Ckdlege was first established, it 
encountered formidable difficnlries, tmt the' l^t 'Qf. 
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which was the general repugnance of the Hindus to 
dissection. The constant presence of Dwarkanath 
in the dissecting-room did much to remove it. This 
devoted encouragement to the study of anatomy 
contributed in no inconsiderable degree to render the 
College within such a short time a great , success. 
Dwarkanath continued to take the most lively 
interest in tlie welfare of the Medical College to the 
. last, as we shall afterwards see. 

One of the fii’st acts in the public life of Dwarka- 
nath was the active and efFectivc c6-operation he 
ent to Ram Mohun Boy in the abolition of tlio 
inhuman custom of SuHee. 116 appeared as tlio 
champion of the Hindu widow, and enlisted on her 
behalf his great influence, both witli the Grovernment 
and the public. He held that her immolation on 
the pile of her husband was neither sanctioned by 
the shastras, nor warranted by any interpretation 
of them, and declared that it should be put down by 
the strong arm of the law. When the Dhurma 
; Shava assembled and petitioned the Government 
to perpetuate the Suttee^ he regarded their opposi- 
tion as senseless, and expressed his conviction 
that it should not, and could not, stay a social^ 
reform so imperatively called for. His prediction 
was verified. Lord William Bontinck, inoved by 
);he representations of Ram Mohun Roy and Dwarka^ 
Hath, enacted a law for the abolition of Suttee^ a law 
that redounds to the everlasting honor of that illus- • 
trious Governor-General, and entities bis memoty. 
to the lasting gratitude of evexy civilised man. 
To these exertions of Dwarkanath in the cause of 
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suffering humanity, Lady William Bentinck subse- 
quently bore the following testimony : — 

My deak Sib,— R ofomng to our lato convolution In wliich 
• you expressed a desire to possess somo testimony from mo of 
tlio part you have taken in briuguig about a measure on which 
the mind uiid heart of your former Govornor-Gencml were so 
intently fixed, I have much pleasure m stating tliat, among the 
Native Community of Calcutta, the lato Bam Mohan Boy and 
yourself wore the persons who took the wannest interest, and 
afforded the most important information tending to show that, 
although by long established custom, the awful rite had obtained 
the oflfect of law, still it was a ceremony not really inculcated 
by the Shastras of the Hindus ; and, generally speaking, by tho 
I example given by yourself and a few others, a bcgimiing was 
I made in shaking tlie prejudices of your countrymen, and opening 
j their minds to the gi'cat truths of Enropcan scienco which arc 
) calculated to lead to important results. 

From myself, Dear Sir, accept my anxious wish that your life 
which has beeu rendered so valuable to your country may be long 
spared to enable you still further to extend the useful benefit 
of your example, and I indulge the expectation that what you 
have seen and heard, during your short residence in England, may 
and will enable you to impress upon your countrymen the happy 
consequences that are likely to result from the more intimate 
connection which the present rapid communication between the 
two countries are calculated to secure. 

I beg to 8ubs<3dbe myself, very sincerely your friend, 

^ (Sd.) M. Wm. Bicwtiwok* 

Lonbon, Ocioier 9, 1842. T 

DTrarkao&th was oae. of the first to esSipito. 
rightly the influettce of the lamtefi sristoayy 
the h^rtamse <^ . 
ing it to bettr oB (Ke gi^ 
tiy. With in: 

the 
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liousc adjoining Itis own. Mr. W. C. Hurry, the then 
Editor of the Englishman, and Ihibu Prosonno Cooniar 
Tagore were appointed tlio Secretaries, hut Dvvark.v 
natl) n .is the life and soul, the decus at tuternen of the 
L-andholders’ Society. Onthefonnationof the Society 
being intimated to the Government, the following 
letter recognizing it as the channel of communication 
holwoen the State and the Landholders was received 
from Mr. Secretary H. T. Prinsep : — 

I am dircoted to acknowledjje tbo receipt of year letter dutotl 
ilio 7tli nisuiTjt, enclosing tlio prospectus of a Society to be called 
“ Tho l..ani.lh«»klei8* Society,** and requesting pennissiou to addi css 
the GoverntiKnl- through the medium of the Society’s Secretary, in 
tho . arnc manimr as is done by the Chamber of Commerce. 

2. la reply, 1 am directed to state, that tho Iloidble tho Deputy 
Governor of Bengal will always bo disposed to receive and con- 
sider the representations of any class of the inhabitants, affecting 
their own Interosts or tho good of tho community. The communica- 
tions of the Lniuiholdors’ Society, upon matters counectod with tho 
Ijand Revenue and Judicial Uepartmonts of the Governmont, 
bo addressed in duo oourso through the Secrotaiy of those 
Departments. 

Several ([uestions of vital importance to the zemin- 
dars wxTC taken up by tbo society. Among them 
may be mentioned tho resumption question, or the 
measuiu proposed by Government for ' i*csaming 
lakhiraj tenures, and the Draft Act for tho regulation 
of sales of landed estates in consequence of defal- 
cation in the payment of revenue. The society 
made a bold stand on behalf of the.lakhirajdai's. At 
their requisition, a monster meeting was convened at 
the Town Il.all for the purpose of memorialising th6 
authorities iu England against the resumption mea* 
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sure, and also for co-operating with the British India 
Society of London formed under the auspic.C‘?. of Lord 
Brougham. It was numerously and respcctfibly 
attended fay the European and Native inliabitauts. 

Mr. Dickens tnadc an ekxjucnt speech, sliownng 
the impolicy and injustice of the measure, declaring 
that the laws of Lord Cornwallis in 17t)3, taken in 
connection with the Limitation Act of Lord Welles- 
ley of 1802, wwe the Charter of the lakliirajdars as 
well as of the holders of lands under the Permanent 


Settlement. 

Dwarkanath dw^elt at great length on the sufa- 
ject, and W'as cheered throughout. Referring to 
the Friend of India which had supported resump- 
tion and characterised the Landholders^ Society 
and others opposed to it as selfislj, ho declared it 
was not the friend, but the foe of India, and 
scouted the idea of selfishness. ‘‘ I am willing to 


allow that self-love is the main-spring of human 
actions, and that every society dms some particular 
object or objects in view, which it endeavors to 
accomplish ; but before I plead guilty to the 
charge made by the Friend of , In^a against 
this institution, on the ground’ of its agitating the 
resumptiew question, | should' like to be infomed 
how many of the members of it jpossess ceiit-free 
lands (hear, hear), lam certain very few indeed 


would be discoyered. How Aen, I ask, can wq ; he 
selfish in agitat^g the .1^ question 

cheers), b it <hen for qinftelvas or the 
lai^ tliat. we. 

AfiMilrAM 


ing Ae Teiumpfli^ 
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Mr, Oickens has, upon general principles, fully 
e\j){ain.Ml the nature of these operations. I shall now, 
in Si.'jjport of his positioji, mention a fact pointini;^ 
out ilio injustice and hardship of I'esuining rent*- 
free tenures, on the ground of inability on the part 
of the lakhirajdar to prove the registry of bis sunnud. 
The Kanee Kateyanee, who is a member of thisasso* 
elation, and one of tlie few who possess rent-free 
lands, affords tlie instance I allude to. The property 
in ( j uestion was sold hy Government for arrears of rent 
due to the State by its iornier ownier on account of 
his revenue lands. At the time ot* the sale, it was 
declared to be rent-free, and piircliased by the prede- 
eessovs of tlie Ranee, upon the bond fide understand* 
big. !iik] the bond fide value of rent-free estates. 
Now, gentlemen, you will be a little" surprized to 
liear that this very estate has since been resumed, 
because the present owner of it cannot shew the 
registry of her claim in the Collectorate of Behar, 
where, it is well khowm, the Government officers 
never kept a proper and complete registry as required 
by the Regulations.*’ 

His speech was not clothed in fine or flowery 
English, but it was terse and to the point, and was 
set foith in his clear and pearly voice. It made a 
great Impression, and elicited loud applause. 

This agitation intensified the irritation against 
t he resumption. ♦ 

The newspapers of the day teemed with letters 
bitterly complaining of the oppressions caused by 
the resumption operations, conducted as they 
not by judicial or regularly^jonstituted courts, but 
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by special and exceptional tribunals. One of tiiese 
tribunals, presided over by Mr. William, now known 
as Patna Tayler, decided in a single day nine hund- 
red and odd resumption suits! At lasc Government 
was roused to a sense of justice, and the law was 
modified, so as to exempt fi'om its operation religious 
endowments, lands hold since the year 1790 and 
all parcels of lands aggregating not more than 
fifty biggahs situated in a single village. We 
ought rather to say, its severity, intensified by the 
oppressions of the Ameens deputed to investigate 
Lakheraj temu’es, was mitigated by two Circular 
Oi-ders issued by the Board of Eevenue, under the 
direction of the Government, exempting the above 
mentioned descriptions of Lakheraj tenures from 
assessment. 

The existing Regulations for the sale of zemin- 
daries on account of airrears of public revenue, and 
for securing the rijjhts of purchasers at public sales, 
being fraught with radical defects, the Landholders’ 
Society solicited the Government of Bengal to move 
the Government of India to enact a comprehensive 
law to refiiedy the-^vils complained of. In reply, 
Hon’ble tihie .|Jeputy Governor of Bengal said thal 
such a law waa> under the consideration of th< 


Supreme Government.' The first la%, Act I of 1841, 
was crude in its inception, but some of ih» provisoiu 
were elaborated aiJMl .iia|Hf0vefi at the instimco of 
Landholder^’ Sooi^ 


thele^ 
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rovenne—a conce&'doB for Tt'hieh the community ia 
chiefly indebted to the Landholders’ Association. 

The' Landholders’ Society, growing into an in- 
fluential political body, provoked hostile criticism in 
certain quarters. TheFncndq/’/Mdiaandthe Calcutta 
Qourier condemned the policy of the CTovemment 
in recognising it as the medium of comihuuicatiou 
betfl’een the state and the landed interest. 

Lord William Bentinck and his successor. Lord 
Auckland, heeded not the alarmists, but regarded 
constitutional agitation asahelp to good government. 
The Landholders’ Society, although it was a most 
useful body, and did good in its own generation, re- 
presented only one- class; it is therefore no wonder 
that it was superseded by a more catholic political 
body, which subsequendy culminated into the pre- 
sent British Indian Association, comprising all classes, 
and representing all interests. 

About this time Lord William Bentinck, having 
proved the greatest benefactor to India, and the 
most enlightened statesman who had wielded her 
destinies, laid down the sceptre of his exalted office. 
The different sections of the community, includ- 
ing even that section which was affected by thp 
half-batta order which had been forced on the retir- 
ing Govemor-Geneml by the Court of B&re!<jt|n 
ors, remembering only the world good doUe hy 
His Lordship, resolved on holding public meo^h^ 
for the purpose , of testifying their profound ex- 
pect and lasting gratitude. The Hindus 
by Dwarkanath, met at ffie HaU of the 
College, and voted an iaddress ^to I^ord 
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3entinck expr^sive of their sentiments towards His 
Excellency. 

Tho reply of Hia Lordship to the address was so 
characteristic that we cannot resist the temptation 
•f quoting the folI<twing passage from it ; — 

Yon alone can aocnralely judge of the effects of our adminiatra- 
ion. You can best decide upon ku failure or success, and your 
ratifying testimony upon this occasion encourages me to hope that 
have not lost sight of the great end and purposes of British 
lovernment in India, as laid down for our guidance by tho Legis- 
ituic and the Home authorities, and so eloquently and justly de- 
cribed in your address to be these:—*” To establish a community of 
eeling and of interest between races separated by almost every 
conceivable circumstances of alienation. To efface all distinction 
»etween conquerors and conquered ;md to make all in heart and 
nind, in hopes and aspirations, one with Englishmen.” 

It is tho consummation of this great truth that is to be devoutly 
'rayed for. The foundation once solidly laid, the greatness and 
onor of Britain, the happiness, prosperity, and independence of 
ndia can never be impaired. But it would ill became me in my 
fOsitlon to conceal the unpleasant fact that, during my course, I 
lavc scon too much of this conqueror’s spirit, of tho pride of do- 
nination, of the abuse of power, and of the too general oppression 
)f the strong over the weak, to be able to pronounce that this 
vished*for time is arrived. These evils etiU require the strong 
land of authority to put them down, the estabUsluneat of a more 
simple code of .,kws, and what is of greater importance, a more 
efficacious administratioii of them. 


In the year 1835, DwatkaDath' proceeded on a 
tour to the KerlhWetdfera BroVinoe^^ He waad*^ 


oompanbd hy hia.anitfiy'p^ Baboo DwiVlat' 
oatii OoeptOi'^iof the fitet frahs of tlwa 
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along the Trunk Road, and saw the great citiets 
Benares, Allahabad, Agra, and Mothoora. He ad- 
mired the palaces and tombs, the musjeeds and 
minarets which are the glory of Northern India. 
At Agra, he was struck (as who ris not?) with thf 
unique Taj, the kohi-noor of architecture,^’ its wealtl 
of pure white marble and exquisiteness of Mosaic 
work glorifying the doors and wandering towards 
the minarets. From Mothoora he proceeded tc 
Brindabun, the nursery of Krislma, the Jerusalen 
of tlic Hindus. There he gave a feast to the 
Choubeys, such as they had seldom enjoyed, at a cost 
of ten thousand Rupees- The Choubeys are high 
caste* Brahmins, chiefly attached to the temples of 
Brindabun. They were fed in an extensive tope of 
Tamil, one of the umbrageous groves where Krishna 
is supposed to have held dalliance with Radha. 
The majority of the guests of Dwarkanath were 
muscular Visnubahs, strong healthy men, endowed 
with giant^s appetites. They brought with them lotas 
of Bhang which they imbibed before they sat down to 
dinner. Being thus fortified they did ample justice 
to the creature comforts spread before them. Three 
or four seers of metayh and puris were' consumed by 
each of them. At last, when they were satisfied^ 
they shouted “Radha maye ki Jai” — “Dwarka- 
nath Baboo ki Jai.” While ^ Dwarkanath 
visiting the Fort at Agra, some soldiers, Irishm^^ 
by birth and Roman Catholics by religion, 
him, and represented to him the disadvantage^ 
laboured under by reason of thw ChujToh 
no pecuniary aid from the Oovemment, and 
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llapidated condition. They solicited his assislance 
lie matter. Dwarkaiiath after due empilry paid 
s hundred rupees for the repair of the Cliiircli. 

(jis visit to the North-Western rrovitHOs, and 
|ly of the tenures of land prevailing ihcrein, 
,Vinced him of the nccessily and importance 
,lie extension of tlie Permanent S(,‘irleijiciii:. 
h the establishment of a coinprelicnsivo steam . 
Tcourse between England and Iiiclin, Dwark- 
1*1 took a lively interest. To his farsceing mind 
fas one of tlie greatest questions tiiat ever iii- 
ested his country, and he assiduously and dili- 
itly labored with Mr. C. B. CACcenlaw, Captain 
lies Barber, Mr. M. A. Curtis, and other gcntle- 
p. engaged in promoting tlie formation of a 
team Company ” 

(I'lie history 6 f steam communication is a story 
Idifficulties overcome, and perseverance rewarded, 
me w^as when the estabiishmont of a com- 
mication between England and India, via the lied 
i, was considered as utopian as the e.';;cavatinu of 
",^uez canal some years later. But a few bold 
Js took up the matter in right earnest, and orga- 
J themselves into a committee. ^ At their instance 
jbvisional committee, representing the Bengal, 
bay, and Madras Presidencies, was formed in 
Jon, and was supported by petitions andmemo- 
||fro)tn Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, *and also 
>e adriceand influence of Lord WiUia’in Bentinck 
|had returned India. A deputation diis, 
hit^o, head^ by M* P. for Hull, 

^ njpon 'ihm Chancellor ' of the ExcheqnOii^ to 
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solicit the support of His Majesty’s Government 
the sclieme of steam communication. Anot 
ileputation of members of Parliament and mercha 
of London had an interview with the President of 
Board of Control with the same view. The meas 
met with the support of both Sir John Cam I? 
liouso and the Court of Directors. Tlie Calc 
committee urged on the London committee 
necessity ol’obtaininG; the most complete comm: 
cation )»etwGen England and India, and held \ 
tills was })rccisely one of those projects whicli ctj 
alone work out the advantages derivalde from it 
its being carried into eflfect on the most effic^ 
scale. 

The outline of the plan originally submitted 
the London Committee to the Court of Direct 
was as follows : — 

111 cariyiiig into effect steam communicatioxi between Ox 
Bj’itaiii and Jndiii, it is to be borne in mind that all intorcoi 
botweeii Egypt and Europe will be subject to the Quarantine la 
and therefore it beeoinoa ab.>;olutely necessary to have bra*^ 
boats Irum Malta to Alexandria, so as to have the boats i 
Fuiinoutli to Malta, always in free pratic. The plan pn, 

}H therefore to have two vessels to be confined to the * 
between Malta and Alexandria. (The transit from Alei^ ^ 
to Suez to bo undertaken by the Company) ; three vessels ' 
eommuiiioation to and from England to Malta ; four vesse 
the services between Suez and Bombay. \ 

The gross outlay contemplated for the whole service is 

The annual expenditure required for the ejtfcient prosocut 
the intercourse, the annual repairs of the boats, their insu 
and for a fund to serVe for the replacing of capital, is estima! 
£ 11 & 3 , 000 . ! 

After minute and careful <»lcu1i^io]t, the iEcotne must, Ibl 
years, fall far short of the annual expendituae, and it se, 
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contemplated that the Goverumeut and the Company would ^rmt 
£65,000 as an annual allowanco fov tho transmission of the Medi- 
terranean Mail, and the East India Company’s and Gmornmeut 
dispatches to and from India. (Private Letters to become a per- 
qnisite to the Company.) 

The intention of the ComptMiy is to have a vessel to leave Bom- 
bay ond England on the 1st of every month, and it is cxpeeied, 
to do the service in the space of (ifty-two days, without intennis- 
‘dou, throughout the year. 

Tliis plan was afterwards considerably niodihcd 
•ind enlarged. Mr. Tui-ton was sent to England, and 
hu associated himself with the London Committee. 
Ill their efforts to bring about the important measure 
entrusted to them, the committee met with .strong 
opposition from parties not understanding the bcar- 
mgs of the question. But after many disappoint- 
ments and diflScultics it was ultimately carried out. 
^vow that steam communication has annihilated 
<listance, we cannot but feel deeply grateful to the 
promoters of this great undertaking. Steam com- 
munication between India and Europe means the 
intercommunication of knowledge and the eleva- 
tion of our country. 

Dwarkanath believ^ the press to be a puissant 
engine for good. It was in his, time represented 
by the Bengal Hurkaru^ the John Bully the CalcttUa 
Courier^ the Friend- of Indioy and the Calcutta 
Journal. The first mentioned jountal wfts under 
the editorial management of Mr. James Suther- 
land, a ripe scholar and a politician of moder- 
ate but souud pwaxlu^th purcdiaseila 

(iiQStay^Ue a^re % . and 
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proprietor of tlint leading journal was to enlist 
its advocacy uf the just rights and privileges 
of his couiitrvuion* and thereby to counteract 
the savage a])d unscrupulous attacks of the»/o/m Bull 
upon the nati\os. The other proprietors were 
Colonel Young and Mr. Samuel Suiith. There was 
a laj\ge library in the JIurkara Office. In thi.s 
library Dwarkaiiath occasionally niel. liis iriends \YiI-- 
Jiain Adams and Kaminohun Hoy. for the purpose of 
lieariag tljoin discourse on uuitariajii.sm. To their 
views he loaiK^l, hut never committed himself. The 
Jnhi^ was coached ' by tlie Kcv. Dr. Hryce: flic 
FrimdofIndtahyyi.\\ MarsJimau; the Coz/ricr by jMr. 
Osborne, and tin? Calcutta Journal by Mr. llolcroft, 
wlio Jiad succeeded the persecuted and celtd)rat* 
od Silk Buckingliain, liio founder of the Journal. 
The vernacular press was also ably represented by the 
Snuffhad Prohltakar and the Su7ighad Vhaskar; the 
former was editc3d by Issur Cluinder Goopto, a man 
ol‘ great natural parts and uncommon pmietration. 
lie lisped in numbers, for tlie numbers came. His 
style was cliaracterizcd by the accuracy of the phi- 
losopher and tlie polished diction of the poet. He 
was a sweet-tempered and generous-hearted man, 
seldom roused to auger except when wantonly 
attacked by his contein]iorary of the Vhaskar^ 
whom he used to pay in his own coin. The 
Vhaskar was under the editorial management of 
Goiireesiinker Bliattacharjca, a moral contrariety 
to Issur Ohunder. Sour-tempered and narrow-minde<Ji 
he delighted to Wackguard men eminent in position, 
and talents, and for this he came more than once 
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srrief. He was, liowever, master of a sober and 
nervous Bengalee style, but it was as often prostituted 
to bad, as rendered subservient to good, purposes. 

Dwarkanatli tliorouglily appreciated the merits 
of Issur Chunder Goopto, and accorded to him 
every assistance, patronising largely the Prohhakur^ 
and offering him valuable suggestions for tlie con- 
duct of that paper. 

The Anglo Indian press was represented by the 
Gynanason^ a diglot paper, conducted by Baboo 
Eussick Krishna Mullick, Head Master of Mr. Hare’s 
School. The other members of this branch of 
tlie press were the Enquirer^ which was conducted 
l>y the Rev. K. M. Banerjea, and the Reformer 
by Baboo Prosunno Coomar Tagore. The Gynana- 
son having once indulged in a venomous hit at 
Dwarkanatli, he was advised by a relative, and him- 
self an editor, to go and horse-wdiip Mr. Mullick. 
'n stead of following this advice, he invited Baboo 
Russick Krishna Mullick to dinner, and explained 
to him that he was wrong. Russick Krishna was 
charmed with the manners of his host, and his feel- 
ings towards him underwent a change. Dwarkanatli 
knew how to disarm enmity better than most men. 

Believing, as he did, that the press, if free from the 
restrictions imposed on it by the Government, 
would be a still more powerful instrument for the 
improvement of the country, Dwarkanath became 
an earnest champion for*its emancipation. 

He was convinced that a free press was a bul- 
wark against oppression, and erne of the greatest safe^ 
guards of the c^hts of his oountaymen, — frights 
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invaded and trampellcd on in several directions. He 
spared neither money nor personal exertions to 
secure to his country the benefits of the institution. 
When the Press Act was passed, he stood forth to 
fight the good fight; incurring heavy charges in 
retaining counsel to argue against the registration of 
the law in the Supreme Court, and afterwards ir> 
petitioning the Parliament; for in those days tlie 
Court, as recentlj^ observed by Mr. Justice Norman 
in the Wahabee case, had the power not only of 
registering Acts passed by the Government, but of 
hearing expression of public opinion on their merits. 

The history of the Freedom of the Press in India 
is the gradual growth of a healthy public opinion 
among public men. The Marquis of Hastings was 
the first statesman who recorded a declaration in 
favor of a Free Press. Lord Amherst disapproved 
of the restrictions on the Press, but he lacked moral 
courage to repeal them. He said that as they had 
been enacted by men of great experience, and ap- 
proved of by the Court of Directors, he would 
not meddle with them, but would never take advan- 
tage of them in his own case. 

Lord William Bentinck virtually emancipated 
the press, but he did not unfortunately come forward 
to legalise its freedom. 

At length Sir Charles Metcalfe recorded his high- 
minded decision that the press should be legally and 
absolutely free, and directed the publication of the 
Regulation proposed in Council on' the 27th 
Apiil 1834. It was this project of law which moved 
the community of Calcutta to express their grati- 
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tilde to the Govenor-General. On the 5th January 
1835, a general meeting of the inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta was held at the Town Hall, to take into consi- 
deration the propriety of petitioning the Governor- 
General in Council, or the Legislative Council of 
India, to i^cpeal the Press Pegulatiou passed in 1824, 
and to remove the restrictions upon public meet- 
ings, and also of petitioning the British Parliament 
upon the subject of the late Act for renewing the 
Company’s Charter. The Press Eegiilations referred 
to, thus commenced, — The Governor-General in 
Council, with reference to the bye-law passed on the 
14th ultimo, and registered in the Supreme Court 
on the 4th instant, deems it proper to notify to the 
proprietors and editors of newspapers and other 
periodical works, as specified in the aforesaid bye- 
law, that the publication in any such paper or perio- 
dical works of matter coming under any of the 
following heads, will subject them to be deprived 
of the licence under which such paper or other 
periodical work may be conducted.” The heads 
indicated above were in respect to statements 
touching the character, constitution, measures, and 
orders of the authorities in England and India, and 
also to discussions calculated to create alarm 
among the native population, of any intended 
official interference with their religious opinions and 
observances. 

The restraints on public meetings were embo- 
died in the following extract from a general letter 
} the Court of Directors dated 23rd July 
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We direct^ on the receipt of this dispatch, that public notice 
bo issued forbidding, under pain of our high displeasure, any public 
assemblage either of our own servants, or of private merchants, 
traders or other inliabitants whatsoever, without first obtaining the 
sanction of the Government through the medium of the sheriff for 
the time being ; and wo further direct that with the application 
for hobling such mootings, the subjects intended to be taken into 
consideration, bo also submitted to your previous consideration, in 
order that you may have it in your power to judge of the propriety 
of allov.dng the questions that may be proposed to be agitated, and 
on no oousid oration whatever is the sheriff or the officers presiding 
at such ineetings to allow any subject to be considered that has not 
been previously submitted for your consideration. Wo have full 
confideiH'c, however, that our Government in India will not pre- 
clude our servants or other European inhabitants from meeting for 
the purpose of expressing their sentiments, whenever proper sub- 
jects are submitted for their deliberation.” 

This guiding ordinance was neither a dead letter 
nor was allowed to lie in abeyance, but was rigidly 
enforced. Several public meetings called under 
requisitions signed by several most respectable • and 
influential individuals were actually disallowed. The 
following instance will sufHce. Mr. John Palmer and 
several other influential citizens of Calcutta, having 
requested the sheriff to convene a meeting for the 
purpose of petitioning Parliament for declaratory 
Acts relating to certain subjects involving interests 
of great importance, the following notice was issued 
at the instance of the Government. 

Notice is hereby given that the meeting called under a requi- 
sition, signed by J. Palmer, Esquire, and otlfer in^iabitants of 
Calcutta, and advertised for the 17 th instant at the Town Hall, 
will not take place. 

' (Sd.) J. Pl^OWDEN, , , 


Calcutta, \%h May 1827. 
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This state of things was galling to the advanced 
spirit of the age. It is, therefore, no wonder tli/it 
Mr. T. Dickens in moving the adoption of tlie peti- 
tion to Parliament at the meeting, characterised the 
above notice as ‘‘a most jealous, senseless, and capri- 
cious exertion of arbitrary power.'’ 

Dwarkanatli thus followed Mr. Dickens : — 

Gentlemen ! — In rising to second tlie resolution that this petition 
bo adopted, I am only doing that which I did ion years ago. 
When this regulation was first promulgated, I with three of my 
own relations, and my lamented friend the late Rammohim Roy, 
wore the only persons who petitioned the Supreme Court against 
it ; but most sincerely do I congratulate the community at large, 
tliat I now see the whole room of the Town Hall filled both with 
Europeans and Natives, for the purpose of protesting against the 
regulation. At that time I did not ask any European to sign a 
petition, his signature to which might have subjected him^to trans- 
portation ; the same objection, however, did not exist in tlie case 
of the natives, for the Government even of that day could hardly 
have transported them. But none of the natives could I prevail 
upon to join mo, and I believe it was thought I should bo hanged 
the next day ' for my boldness. 1 think the present is the very 
time we ought to petition against the regulation, because for the 
lust eight years we have, under the rule of Lord William Bentinck, 
enjoyed a really free press, in spite of its provisions. If we could 
only secure Lord William Bentinck as a Governor-General, thei’e 
would be no need of a petition, for with him this law is a dead 
letter, as well as many of the Court of Directors’ laws; but we do 
not know who we may get next, and for anything we can tell to 
the contrary, Mr. Sutherland and Mr, Stoequelor may be turned 
out by the next Governor-General. This, then, is the time we 
ought to petition j and I have every hope from the known character 
of Lord William Bentinck and from the interest ho has always taken 
in the welfare of the natives iMid in that of the communitf at 
large, that he will repeal the regulations ; and when once it U* 
repealed, I think it will be''di0OQlt for any fhture Governor^ 
Gener^ to gel it enaeted afain* 
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When the iicedoiii of the press became an accom- 
plished foct, the inliabitauts of Calcutta met for the 
purpose of testifyinr; their gratitude to the Governor- 
General. The Meeting was held at the Town Hall 
on the Sth efune 1835. 

Mr. Tiirto)), in an eloquent address, moved the 
first resolution which ran as follows : — 

Thai it ia expo<*ient that au adtireas aliould ])o presented by 
the inhabitants of ^aUuUta to the Governor- General of ludia^ 
Sir C. T. Mcloalfe, expros.sivo of the satisfaction and gratitude 
whicli they feel at the proposed law relating to the Press of 
India, and for repealing the Regulation of March, 1823, relating 
to the Press of Hengal. 

Dwarkanath Tagore expressed to tlie meeting 
tlie pleasure he felt at the promulgation of the 
proposed law. He said — 

lie had ever leli a deep intero.st in the removal of all restric- 
tions on the fi ecdom of the Press, and had partaken in every 
jniblic »*xprcs‘«iou of feeding on that subject. It was natural, 
ihorefoie, that iio should be pleased with the victory, and as lie 
had helped to tiglit the battle he could not do better than second 
this x’csolution. 

• 

The addrcjss voted at the meeting was presented 
to Sir C. T. Met(ial(e on the 20tli June 1835, by a 
deputation of which Dwarkanath formed a member. 
In his reply to the address, Sir Charles said : — 

The time was wdien tlie freedom of the Press was considered 
as intolerable for any class in India. That fias passed away, and 
many now admit that there is not much harm, and that there may 
bo some good in granting it to Europeans, but still entertain' 
"apprehension as to its injurious effects, if enjoyed by natives^ 
1 do not participate in those apprehensions, but of this I am sure 
that to legislate in distrust of our native fellow-subjects, or to, 
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lo^ihlate differently for them ami for Europeans in matters of 
right and lil^erty would bo extremely unwiso and unjustifiablo 
policy. The Press will bo always under the safeguard of laws, 
and the laws can bo made where laws arc wanting. The exis- 
tence of a local legislature which can at auy time provide for Oio 
safety of the Stahi, should it be endangered has rciiiovoil the 
only formidable bar which before opposed the complete liberty 
/d‘ the Press. 

It was certainly the l)riglitcst feature in tlie Pi'css 
j emulation that it was not a law for the Englishman 
only, but also for tlic cliiltlrcn of the soil, and that 
it repudiated the idea of any such distinction 
between the two races. 

InFebruary 1838, a public dinner was given to com- 
memorate the freedom of the Press, and to do honour 
teits liberator Sir Charles, afterwards Lord, Metdalfe. 
Dwarkanath wrote a letter to the Chairman of the 
Pestival, regretting his inability to join it, and re- 
joicing at the privilege of free expression of opinion 
of public measures and public men : — 

It is my duty, more pariiculurly, as a native landlord 
und raevchaut, and more intimate thau most of my country- 
men with yours and with the nature of the Government under 
which this great and rising country is connected with Englarid, 
4o spoiik out on an occasion like the pi'esent. I sincerely believe 
that the liberating of the Press in India is one of the most 
valuable acts ever attempted by the Indian Government, It 
sti'engtheus their own hands and ears, and ^eyes, in ruling this 
vast region^ *^and it is also a guarantee to the people that their 
rulers mean to govern with justice, since they are not afraid to let 
^heir subjects judge of their acts. 

In proposing the health of Dwarknath, the Vice 
Jhaiman of the Free Press dinner^ Mr. H. M. Parker, 
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paid the following eloquent and feeling tribute to his 
merits. 

Thank God, the honor due to the name connected with my 
toast, depends upon a more solid foundation than my feehle word, 
Tliat name is insoiilicd foremost amongst the foremost, on the 
roll of those most distinguished for mercantile liberality and 
commercial enterprise. It is among the first, if not the very first, 
on the list of active, rihle, and mnnilicent citizens to whom the 
whole community is indebted. The nurae of my friend is revered 
by many whom he has saved or established in life by his judicious 
advice, or his liberal assistmieo. It is written in the hearts of 
thousands who have partaken of his inexhaustible charity ; who 
have liad cause to bless his boundless l>enevolenee, confined to no 
caste, color, or creed. It shines brightly, surrounded with all that 
is urbane and kind and courteous, on the tablets of social hos- 
pitality. It is heard in the halls of onr colleges, in the porticos 
of those literary and scientific inMitutions which lie has supporte<l 
and eiuichcd. It *hines gloriously through an act, — a recent attty 
of charity eo princely, so magnificent, tliat I tax my memory in 
vain to discover a parallel to it Avithiii my own knowledge and 
experience. Above all, the name of this admirable citizen i 
inseparably connected with that cause whose triumph we have 
mot this night to celebrate. Gentlemen, need I say after thi.s 
that it is the name of Dw'urkanath Tagore. 

Referring to the donation of a lac of rupees to the 
District Cliaritablc Society, commented on in such 
glowing terms by Mr. Parker, it may be here remarked 
that Dwarkanatli was not content with contributing 
money, but used to take a most lively interest in 
the proceedings of that society. He was not only A 
beneticent but a benevolent man. 

At a meeting of the District Charitable Society 
held in April 1810, the question of establishing an 
Alms-House, and the enactment of a Vagrant Laf 
being mooted, the President, Sir Edward Ryan, ask#^ 
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the Committee at first for the Native opinion regard- 
ing the latter point ere the foi*nier oite was consider- 
ed. Baboo Dwarkaiiath Tagore took the opj)or- 
tiinity to intimate to tlie mooting that ‘Mie was 
fully advised to say that the Native comiiiunity at 
large Avorc unanimously favourable to a (?ode of 
Vagrant Law applicable to this country. Tliat so 
far from their licing at all opposed to it a meeting 
liad been (jonvened by them some time ago, lor tin' 
eonsideration of this subject, wbicli arose in t!\is 
way. A great backwardness becoming apparent 
among the Nr.tlve comuuiiiity in regard to chari- 
talde subscriptions, a meeting had been called to 
enrpiii 0 into the cause of* tliis backwardness, when it 
appeanal, that the general impresNion was, that the 
])i’t\seni mode of bestowing chariti(‘S was entirely in- 
eilieient, beggars being permitted to infest the streets 
aiirl bazars, and annoy people at their private dwell- 
ings. Besides, by the present system, imposition was 
but very partially counteracted, so tliat the charities 
conferred were in effect no charity at all. Hence 
arose the general unwillingmjss of the Native com- 
munity to make further donations, I was, in conse- 
quence, canvassed, and to some extent decided to 
erect an Alms-House, Baboo Motee Lall Seal volun- 
teering to give up a suitable spot of ground for this 
purpose, and Rustomjee Cowasjee coming forward to 
defray the expenses of the building. It was at this 
meeting also mooted, that in order to carry out an 
Alms-House effectually, some restrictions w:ould be 
necessary to prevent the wandering of beggi^s in 
the streefcS) and that therefore a Vagrant Law vras 
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indispensable. While Ibis question was pending 
before the Native committee, the proposition of the 
District Charitable Society was started ; and, in 
consequence, the proceedings of the former were kept 
in abej'Attcc to await the issue of the subject mooted 
by the latter. It would hence appear that the Native 
community were altogether favourable to a Vagrant 
Act, particularly as the annoyance of beggars in the 
Native division of the town far exceeds what it is in 
the European division.” 

The result of the discussion was the adoption of 
the following Bye-laws for the suppression of va- 
grancy, at the instance of Dwarkanath and Mr. 
McFarlan : — 

“ That the present practice of the society, which 
distributes relief almost wholly in money, is inherent- 
ly liable to abuse, and has had injurious effect in the 
encouragement of pauperism. 

“ Troposod that it be discontinued. 

“ Public charity should provide nothing for the poor 
beyond wholesome food, decent raiuient, and neces- 
sary shelter, and it should invariably exact an ade- 
quate return of labour from all able-bodied paupers 
who receive relief. 

“ Resolved, that tlie principle be acted on in the 
administration of the funds of the District Charitable 
Society as soon as the following afrangemehts are 
completed. 

“ To carry out this principle 

“ Resolved, that a Woi^ House and Alms-House W 
erected. 

“ A considerable sum of money will be required for 
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the purchase of ground and the construction of 
buildings. 

Eesolved, therefore, that Govex^nment be solicited 
to grant to the society an adequate portion of ground 
within the limits of the town, on which may he erect- 
ed the requisite buildings, and that subscriptions be 
opened to provide a building fund. 

“ This meeting being of opinion that a Vagront Act 
is now urgently required for Calcutta, and since it 
seems probable that the first effect of the plan of 
distributing alms now pro[)osed will be to inci ease 
the number of the vagrant poor. 

“Resolved, that Govern)xient be solicited to pass 
a law restraining promiscuous begging in the streets, 
bazars, and tliorouglifares ot the town.'^ 

Going back to 1835-3(>-37 we find those yeai\s wit- 
nessed several important public movement'^. Among 
the reforms attempted by the leading ujcmbio s of the 
community of Calcutta about */xtro- 

duction of Trial by Jury in Ci'il e**;. < ijupreiY^o 

Court. Mr. Charles Fnnseu^ 

took the lead in tliif? ^ IM the .Tub ^ 

meeting, convened by 1hx.slieriflp . ' the Town 

Hall, for the purpose of acioptiug ■gyrfi measures as 
might be best calculated to secure Trial by Jury in 
Calcutta, and likewise fc^ considering the expediency 
of extending and promoting the Jitl^y system* At this 
meeting the speakers dwelt, ixt great length an the 
importance of Civil partlcjilarjy on tomr 

great utility in dstemSBUtg tiie'fai^te hropgbt for* 
vrtu-d in evi^snoe. The eieeting resolved that ihe 
late Precedent of the Board of Gaatirpl having 
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recommended, on the subject of introducing Trial by 
Jury in Civil cases, a petition be presented to the 
Governor-General of India in Council for that pur- 
pose. The meeting further appointed a committee 
for the purpose of preparing the draft of an Act, oh 
suggestions to be forwarded with the petition to the 
Governor-General of India in Council, and also to 
adopt such other measures from time to time as 
may be necessary to further the proposed object. 
Dwarkanath was put on this committee, and he 
did his best to promote the above measure, but 
Government set its face against it, because it was 
not practicable. However desiral)le it may be to 
separate the jurisdiction of tacts from the jurisdic- 
tion of law, yet it is not easy to effect this sej)a)‘ation 
in a country where the number of men competent to 
serve jurors in Civil cases are so few. TJie Jury 
system in < )iiminal cases in tbe Mofussil can scarcely 
bes?''i>^^ have j^eicd tbe purpose, and the time 
' to e>;tnnd it to Civil cases. It 

may, m;'yeveT, tried in the original 

the Cosrt. ' 

Thci!;... . ,'^st tile “ ninck Act” dates fron) 

the time of i» .-i’Sw !li- On the I8th June 1886 
a general public ^ifjecting of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta and its neighbourhood, convened by the 
sheriff, was held at- the Town Hall, for the purpose of 
petitioning Parliament asainst Act'XT of the Legis- 
lative Council, vcj/tTiijjjj the 107th tSection of 53rd 
Geo. Ill, Chapter 153, whereby British subjects were 
deprived of their right of appealing to English Courts 
of law against the decision of the Mofussil Tribil*. 
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nals. The first resolution was moved by Mr. 
Turton, and was seconded by Dwarkanath. It ran as 
follows :-r- 

“ That in consequence of the passing of Act XT of 1836, the 
Government has declared an intention of abolishing all appeals to 
the only Courts of Justice hi India, independent of the Govern- 
ment, whereby the rights and property of British tubjocts resi- 
dent in the interior are rendered insecure, and the application of 
British skill and capital to the improvement of tho roHonices of 
India will be checked, and it is therefore expedient to memoralizo 
tho Court of Directors and Board of Control to repeal or disallow 
this Act.” 

• 

Dwarkanath in seconding the above resolution 
spoke as follows : — 

Gentlemen, 1 have much pleasure in rising to second this 
resolution, and I do hope that my doing so may be the humble 
means of removiug an impression that the Natives of this country 
are indifferent to the subject of this discussion. Here we see as- 
sembled a set of intelligent gentlemen, among whom I perceive a 
number of natives who, I may say, are not ignorant now, though 
they w^ere so under the rule of the Mofussil Courts. 

But DO i the “ Central Free Press” will say that we are a sot of 
ignorant Calcutta Babf'os ; and why will the Central Free Press 
say this ? Because we will not run out of our houses on the ap- 
proacli of a Civil Servant’s palanquin, and fall prostrate in the 
street before him (laughter.) 

If we are not so ignorant as onr brethren in the Mofussil, and 
who will say tliat we are not better informed than they are. To 
whom are we indebted for it ? To Englishmen, Twenty years ago 
the Company treated ns as slaves. Who first raised us ffom this 
state, but the merchant of Calcutta ? And the first among them was 
the late much lamented John Palmer. All that time the Government 
servants never took any interest to improve the condition of the 
natives, though there have been a f^w honorable exceptions* 

It WAS to those Wlio were called interloj^rs. (Hear« hear» and 
load a^laase.) It was to Ifiib mero1laQ^ agents, and other in* 



54 


DWABK4NATH TAOOM. 


depf/ndent English Bettlers, that tbe pativea of Calcutta were 
indebted for tbe Buperiority they posBesa over their copntrynieo 
of the Mofussil, and to the lawyers who are over ready to defend 
the rights threatened to be infringed, they are also under partl- 
euiar obligation. Are the learned gentlemen who thus come forward 
to defend the rights of the people at every imblic meeting ever 
paid for their trouble ? No ! on the contrary their services are 
always gratuitous, and thus are they deserving the wannest thanks 
and sincei^t gratitude from the people. 

Instead of their receiving anything, I know that, in some eases, 
they have paid out of their own pockets for the expenses attending 
public meetings. We are told the Government wish to equalize 
Englishmen with tbe Natives. But what equalization do they put 
in practice ? 

The Natives have hitherto been slaves ; are the Englishmen 
therefore to be made slaves also? This is the kind of equality the 
Government are seeking to establish. They have taken all which 
tiie Natives possesbod ; tlieir lives, liberty, property and all were 
hold at the mercy of Government, and now they wish to bring the 
English inhabitants of the country to the same state ! They will 
not raise the Natives to the condition of the Europeans, but they 
degrade the Europeans by lowering them to the state of the 
Natives. (Hear, hear.) 

If you, (addressing himself to the Englishmen present) do pot 
come forward to defend your rights at this juncture, you will 
repeat when it is too late ; you will suffer what we have suffered 
for these last sixly years. Little is to be expected from our 
countrymen. They are timid in the extreme, and very relhctaut to 
come forward in aeserting their rights. 

They fear that those who rule tliem will be disploaBod and 
would ruin them by a stroke of the pep : but^ gentlemep, the fear in 
pot without oaiifio, for niunbera of them have auffered for no other 
crime than displeasing a civil servant, or uniutentioaaUy omitUng 
to make a $alam when they are passing on the road. This is the 
oharacter of the generality of them ; the few exeaptlons a»e ooUt 
fined to those who, like himself have been spoilt by the interlopm 
(lankier). The majority of my ocwnitrymen say--**** if I have 
lost one eye let me take care of the other,** and thus they kehp 
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themseives back frora public mcetingt^^ anti are tardy iu the 
asfiertiou of their rights. Do not be surprised, gentlemen, that there 
are so few Natives present on an important occasion likl^ the pre- 
sent ; their absence is not unaccountable, for they do not under- 
stand the merits of the question we are considering. But a time 
will come when the case will be quite ditferent. 

Let the Hindu College go on, as it has gone on, for three or four 
years more, and you will have a meeting like this attended by four 
times the number of Natives. My friend, Mr. Turton, has brought to 
your notice one case which he had in the Mofussil, and has shown the 
badness of the system pursued in the Courts there. My cxperienco 
iu those Courts is extensive : I have frequently been engaged in the 
management of suits iu the Mofussil Courts, having property of my 
own, or relatives of mine, in almost every district of Bengal, and 
well know the system adopted there ; I have also some experience 
in the Supreme Court, and am therefore qualifie<l to speak 
upon the merits of both. The co.sts of the Supremo Court I 
allow’ are heavy ; but heavy as they are, they are incurred openly 
and with proper authority ; so that when a case is decided the 
wiuuing party gets back all the costs he has incurred. The case 
iu regar'd to Mofussil Courts is very different. There the suit 
costs — the bribes to the corrupt Amlahs^ amount to twenty 
times the authorised charges, and there, too, the costs Avben once 
given, are gone for ever. I am not so great a friend to the lawyers 
of Calcutta as to sacrifice my own interest for their sake. If I 
believed that the Mofussil Courts were preferable, I would not be 
such a fool as to pay more for justice here when I could obtain the 
same justice for a &r less amount in the Mofussil. The faulty 
however, is not in the persons who preside over those Courts ; it 
is in the system, which needs reform. 

To this the Law Commission should di^reot their attention. 
Why does not Mr. Macaulay correct the abuses of the present 
system ? Can any one find fault with the justice of the Supreme 
Court ? If its expexuies are high, they should be lowered. X beg. 
Gentlemen, to call your attention to the evidence given by Bammobon 
Boy before the Committee of the Hoose of Commons. That 
experienced and respected genlkmaii had nothing to say agakst 
the justice of the ^fureoie Court i its were aU that he 
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foimtl fault with. The first aud principal judges of the Mofussil 
Courts are the Amlahs, who lead the inexperienced judges as they 
j)l('a8e. There is scarcely any law for the rofiliziog of money 
decreed by the Mofussil Courts. The Collector, perhaps the 
brother of the Judge, is the person to realize the money : but this 
functionary has moni to do than he can well get tlu-ongh iu the 
way of his immediate duties iu the collection of t)ie revenue, in 
at teinling to the resumption cases, and several other duties which 
fully oo{*upy his time, aud you may go on presenting petitions, 
all your life, but get nomouey out of the Collector*8%*easuiy with- 
out difficulty. 1 have now decrees to the amount of four lakhs long 
standing unrealized. What wmiild you think, gentlemen, of such 
a Court of Justice, where after all the trouble and expense attend- 
ing the suit, you cannot get the fruit of your labours. How bad 
it been in ttic Supremo Court, could the Sheriff delay the proceed- 
ings. If he refused or delayed to do his duty I Avoiild have my 
friend, the Sheriff; put into jail. (Laughter.) These observations, 
gciitkmen, are not the result of mere theory: they are the lessons 
taught by every day’s experience. In the Mofiissil Courts a distress 
of property for rent occupies a couple of years. There are no com- 
mon law or ejectments in the Mofussil, every case must be 
heard like a regular etjuity suit. In the meantime should you let the 
Government revenue fall into arroar, your estate is sold by 
the tax gatherer without any mercy or consideration. Whether 
w'o look to the <-xpense.s, the unfair and secret costs, or the delay 
in the proceedings of the Mofussil Courts, in comparison, the 
Supreme Court will always be found fur better. There is no 
doubt that ihe Court of Directors arc desirous of exercising abso- 
lute and despotic po\^r in this country. I would call your 
attention to the case of Mr. Courtney Smith, one of the most up- 
right judges the Civil Service ever had. He, it is well known, 
refused to accept Company’s Paper as security in a certain cause, 
because he conscientiously doubted whether it qpuld afford suffici- 
ent and certain guarantee. For this he was threatened with suspen- 
sion. Even in the times of the Mahomedans a Cazi could not be 
removed for far greater supposed transgressions ; without conviction 
he could not be condemned. 

Such, gentlemen, is the system pursued under this Government} 
yet there ore some who uphold it. I will let them enjoy those 
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precious blessings, and thank God that my person is in Calcutta, 
within the Marhatta Ditch, where my Uiu is hocui e. (Tloai. hoar). 

I have jiroperty in the Mofiissil which Ihc judges there, ii* thoj*’ 
choose, may take away, but my person they caunot injure. T have 
scon no reason why natives oiiglit not to snppotfc a petition to 
Parliament on the present occasion. 

I have gone over the comparative merits of tlie ]\rofiissiI and 
the Supreme Courts, and said that the lattin* is iar pnderahle. 

T have pointed out the desire which the Court of Directors 
have to rule India with absolute power, atiil that tlieso attempts to 
infringe upon the rights of the people arc in conformity to that 
wish. 

It now only remains for us to give our hearty suppoit to smdi 
measures as may be adopted to defend those riglits and to pre- 
serve us from the threatened despotism. Gontk-men, if Tgo to give 
you the particulars of a few cases, and detail how they are decided 
by the judges wdio pretend to decide according to justice, equity 
and good conscience, it will take me some time to finlsii. But as 
the business of tlie night must he got through, I must conclude 
by seconding the resolution so ably moved by Mr. Turtou. 

This speech elicited loud applause. It no doubt 
gave a vivid but faithful portraiture of the Mofus- 
sil Courts, and their operations. Those Courts were 
in his time as bad as bad can be. They were dens 
of iniquity, instead of temples of even-handed justice. 
They were marketplaces where decrees were sold 
to the highest bidder instead o|^anctuarics for the 
protection of the rights of individuals. 

Intimately acquainted as he was with the work- 
ing of the Courts, and smarting ns he did for losses 
sustained by the ignorance of the Judges and the 
corruption of the Amlah, Dwarkanath boldly and 
fearlessly denottuced them. But we are surprised 
that witib all his sagaei^ he failed to recognise the 
justiee and wisdom of the principle of the m^uture he 
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complained of. That principle is of perfect equality 
of law as respects the individual olfender, eciiiality as 
respects penalties, and equality as respects the forms 
of administration and the nature of the trihunals. 
The exemption of Britisli born subjects fronithe juris- 
diction of the ordinary courts in the IVlofussil is un- 
constitutional in itself, unjust in principle, and often 
oppressive in practice. 1 have no hesitation in 
dc(‘.laring my conviction that such exemption has no 
constitutional sanction,— and that it is not based on 
any ])rinciple of justice or sound policy. It has 
never been recognized by the legislature of Great 
Britain. No man who has attentively read the 
debates of that asseml)ly, or has looked into the 
course of legislation during the last forty years, 
will deny or doubt the fact that it has been 
the intention of those who have enacted laws for 
India, that British born residents in the Mofussil 
should, in criminal matters, be subject to the same 
law and jurisdiction as those framed for the people 
at large. It would be a waste of time to go into 
proofs that the prevailing opinion of the British 
legislature for many years has been, that while the 
broad realms of li^a should be open as a field of 
honourable adventure and enterprise to persons 
unconnected with the Services, such persons should 
be ultimately subject to the laws of Police and crimi- 
nal jurisdiction, regulating tlie districts in which 
they might settle, and that they should enjoy no ex- 
clusive privilege by reason of their place of birth 
or descent. Such persons, since the time of Dwarka* 
nath, have been partially rendered liable to the 
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jurisdiction of the Mofussil courts. Keferring to 
the improvement of the Afofussil courts and other 
altered circumstances of the country, I humhly 
think Her Majesty’s subjects within Her Majesty’s 
Indian dominions should, in all cases of criminal 
prosecution, for whatsoever description of offence, 
he amenable to the same laws, and be trierl by 
the same tribunals, and that no section of the 
community should, l)y reason of place of birth, or 
religion, or official position, possess any exclusive 
])riviloge or supposed advantage, distinguishing iliem 
in the eye of the law from the rest of their fellow 
subjects. 

Dwarkanath’s unmeasured, but not undeserved, 
denunciation of the Mofussil Courts naturally 
‘‘ riled” the Mofussil Judges and Magistrates. 

Mr. Abercrombie Dick, Judge of Midnapore*and 
Hidjiee, taking up the cudgels on behalf of the 
Anilali, wrote a long letter to the Englishman,, 
dated 1st December 1838, of which the following is 
an extract : — 

Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore, in his speech, gave cxpi’cssion 
to sentiments that influenced him in supporting tho European 
portion of the community of Bengal, ^hich must be deemed 
highly creditable and generous. Was, hoMrever, his unmeasured 
reprobation of his own countrymen, without a single fact in 
substantiation thereof^ equally generous ? * 

You observe, that the opinion of Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore 
roust have great weight, 0*om the information he must naturally 
possess on the subject. This I would readily admit, if the Baboo 
had entered into partienlars ; his reprobation, however, is in 
generals, so yeiy good in %hf field of battle^ but im just good 
for nothing in #eld 
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To this Dwarkanatli replied as follows : — 

To THK Editoh of the Englishman. 

Sir, 

Mr. Abercrombie Dick, having come forward in his own 
name, and through your columns, put a question to me : I shall 
iraiue^Jiatcly give him my reply, a course which I would not 
have adopted towards an annbnyraous correspondent. Mr. Dick, 
after giving me credit for generous and creditable sentiments, 
asks whether my unmeasured reprobation of my own countrymen, 
without a single fact in subs tan tin tion thereof, is equally generous. 
I can assure Mr. Dick, that to me it is always a matter of deep 
concern to cast censures on any individual or public body : and 
it is still far more painful to me to point out the errors of niy 
countrymen. I trust, however, that I wull never pemit my own 
feelings to intci fere with the diseliargo of my public duties, or 
shrink from that which is irksome when a national object is to 
bo attained. The regeneration of my countrymen is the great 
olyect which I have in view, an<l certain am I, that this can only 
be achieved, by a candid and fearless exposure to their feelings, 
exposing the source from which they have originated, and point- 
ing owt the remedies best calculated to prove successful. All 
lliat I said, in the Town Hall, and which I had stated in a more 
detailed form before the Police Committee, I am ready to repeat 
as my deliberate and firm opiuious, and if Mr. Dick wdshes me 
(0 spci/ify wbat I deem to he the present characteristic failings 
of natives, I answer that they are — a want of truth, a want of 
integrity, n want of independence. 

Tlieso were not the characteristics of former days, before the 
religion w^as corrupted and education had disappeared. It is to 
tlie Mahornediin conquest that these evils are owing, and they are 
the invariable results of the loss of liberty and national degrada- 
tion. The Mahomedans introduced into this country, all the 
vices of an ignorant, intolerant, and licentious soldiery. The 
utter destruction of learning and science was an invariable part 
of their system, and the conquered no longer able to protect their 
lives by arms and independence, fell into the opposite extremes 
of abject submission, deceit, and fVaud. Such has been the con- 
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dition of the Niitivcd of IlinduptMU for scv'eml conInrifH, the 
lapse of time only increasing the c\i]. und ti iuhn^ s? li fnriher to 
extinguish the lillio ■v\’)iioh ivini?iino«{ of then’ I’oriiior 'vh'njo^*. 
The first chanjijo wldtrh was cfr-‘c*t<‘,d was hy Un* r oi >iK- 

Liiglihh, and yet till lati^ly 1 hat Itas done biu litllo ; for iiwfond 
of introducing among as their lav\s, (h(*ir Innguagn, and their 
institutions, as far as praetieal ks they coutiiuied the whole of 
the Mahomedan •Reverm# an<l Judicial system, uini oven made 
them more corrupt hy na ans of their tilt( rations I A wiser and 
more wliulosome pc.licy is nov/ Loing introducc«l ; ediicatihm, so 
neglected, is ripidly extending its powerful inilnenee, a 
gnlph is lio longer pln.e* (I hetweeu the onlightoiicd Englisinnen 
and the benighted Nativ.- : they arc gradually mingling into one 
jjoople, and the appointniciit of my countrymen to posts of con- 
fidence is the lust stimulant to integrity and independence., 
TJiis change of system has already begun to wmrk, and wbihs I 
agui it repeat, that I have ja?>t]y described the general churac^ter- 
hsties of the Natives, au<l shown that they are but the inovi- 
tfiblo results of oin* national misfortnnes, I gladly admit that 
there aro now to bo found many honorable and distingnislied 
<»Kccptions, although sorry to tind vso few of them selected for 
the higher and more important situations, in the piibtic service ; 
and sincerely do I believe that the number will incrcahO, if 
our rulers persevere in the remedies, to which they have at last 
resorted. 

I should have given a raoi’e detailed answer to Air. Dick, 
especially in regard to the presumed purity of his own Amlah, 
from the absence Af charges of corruption, had not the very 
able remarks in your editorial furnished a complete reply ; but 
Air. Dick must not judge of every Court by his own, for I 
believe it would be difficult to find another which is so well 
ordered or skilfully managed. 

One mistake 1 did make at the Town Hall, when I stated that 
no gentleman of the CivU Servioe had attended at the Oooly 
Aleeting. It did not o<^ur to me then, that Mr. Patten^ Uie 
Magistrate at A]lipoire» by whose exertions and humanity so 
tnany hundreds hare escaped from slavery, was present daring 
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iho whole discussion, and I avail myself of the public opportunity 
of rectifyijig my error. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

( Sd. ) D VV \RKANATII TaGOIIE. 

Decemb(r Gth, 1838. 

w 

Thus we perceive that like the true surgeon 
Dwarkanatli tliought that the hest and safest way to 
cure a wound was to probe it to its core. Like 
the genuine patriot, as he was, ho never concealed 
the iaults and vices of his countrymen, but he ex- 
’ posed, and when necessary, expatiated on them 
with a view to amendment and rectification. 

On tlie 29th September 1837, a meeting convened 
by the Sheriff was held at the Town Hall, to consi- 
der the propriety of addressing Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, on her accession 
to the throne, and manifesting the loyalty and attach- 
ment of Her Majesty^s subjects in British India. It 
was resolved tliat a dutiful and loyal address from the 
inhabitants of Calcutta, of all classes, be presented 
to Her Most Gracious Majesty, congratulating her on 
her accession to the throne of the British Empire. 
An address which had been drawn up by Mr. Rattray, 
Judge of the Sudder Court, was then read by Mr. 
Theodore Dickens. 

Dwarkanath, in seconding th4 resolution for 
the adoption of the address, made a short but per- 
tinent speech. He alluded to the absence of the 
usual number of Natives from the meeting, a cir- 
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cunistance which he said conid only ])C attributed 
to tlic day being a Hindu holiday, lor no one could 
deny that his countrymen entertained a lively 
sense of gratitude for tlie benefits tliat had been tlio 
result of British dominion. lie next rof(*iTed to 
the condition of his country under the Mahonmic- 
dan reg-iuK^, and tliough, he said, there are still 
grievances existing, life and property are now safe 
from viceregal authority, so justice in Calcutta at 
least is equally distributed amongst the people. 

As a mark of the high appreciation of his charac- 
ter and conduct by Government, he was a])pointed 
the first Justice of the Peace. Tt was really a high 
honor at that time, when the fashion had not come 
into vogue of appointing everybody, who is some- 
body, and for the matter of that, many a nobody, as 
Justice of the Peace. 

On the 19th April 1835, Dr. Martin addressed a 
letter to the Governors of the Native Hospital, point- 
ing out the urgent necessity for estal>li8hing a Fever 
Hospital, in a central point of the Native Town ot 
Calcutta, from the constant and universal and fright- 
ful prevalence of fever among the native inhalritants, 
its generally fatal consequences, and the acceleration 
of the fate of those attacked by it, through the un- 
skilful and mistaken remedies resorted to by the 
Native Doctors ; to whose aid alone the poorer classes 
of natives could have recourse ; the relief afforded 
by the Native Hospital being intended by its consti- 
tution to be directed to Surgical cases* The letter 
being submitted *to the Hononible the Deputy 
Goyemoi; of Bengal^ Hia Honor a{q>oiiited a Couit 
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inittee to enquire and report on the sanitary condi- 
tion of Calcutta, and the feasibility of establishing a 
Fever Hospital. Dwarkanath was placed on this 
Committee and lie cordially co-operated with them. 
The result of the deliberations of the Committee was 
the establishment of the Fever Hospital at “Potul 
Dangah •/' Dwarkanath and several other native 
gentlemen liberally contributed to the erection of 
the Hospital. Baboo Mati Lall Seal granted the 
land, and the late Rajah Protab Chandra Singh, the 
sum of tifty thousand rupees. The foundation was 
laid with Masonic honours by Lord Dalhousie. 

In Government appointed a Committee for 

the reform of the Mofussil Police, of which the late 
HonMde W. W. Bird was the chairman. Dwarkanath, 
in his evidence before this Committee, proposed to 
j^Ji^te the office of Deputy Magistrate and appoint 
to it European and native gentlemen of respecta- 
bility. He says that ‘‘ to remedy the state of things 
complained of, Deputy Magistrates should be ap- 
pointed, either Native, East Indian, or European; 
and if selected from the two latter denominations, 
4hey should be conversant with the native language, 
so as not to be dependent on the interpretations of 
other people, but understand directly the ryots, and 
when they receive any petition in the vernacular lan- 
guage, that they may read it themselves. They 
should be taken from the respectable class of people, 
and not selected merely to increase the salary of 
those who are at present employed, whether Dare- 
gahs, Seristadars, or others, amongst whom a good 
man might perhaps here and there be found, but 
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generally speaking they ai-e good for nothing. The 
appointment of these now Officers should either be 
njade by the Government or the Court of Siidder 
Dewanny Adawlut. They should be shitioned in the 
interior, and their powers in criminal cases should 
correspond with those of Moonsitls, and they should 
be allowed to exercise jurisdiction over theThamidars. 
The present Darogahs should be abolished, and he 
Tbaunahs remodelled on the plan of those in Calcutta, 
the Jamadar or his deputy should personally report, 
as circumstances render necessary, to the Deputy 
Magistrate ; a nd if it comes to his knowledge that a 
quarrel or dispute is likely to tiike place, he. should 
immediately give information to the Deputy Magis- 
trate. In the districts where there are a great many 
Europeans resident, it would in my opinion be 
advisable to employ European Bailiffs, proptu^y 
qualified, under the Deputy Magistrate, to do the 
dutie.s of Darogah.” 

The suggestion regarding the creation of the Office 
of Deputy Magistrate met with the hearty approval of 
the G overnment, and was almost immediately carried 
into effect. *The first few batches of Deputy 
tisates selected were either cadets of ancient and in- 
fiuential families or distinguished alumni of the Hindu 
Colfege. After probation as aSsisJants to the Magis- 
trate's in the sudder station for two or three years, 


they were placed in independent charge of Sub-diTip^ 
sions comprisng frequently the heayiebt Thimnaiis 
of the districts. These Sub-ffivisiq ** 

Ihssn^ 
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law, but their head-quarters became the centres of 
civilization; schools and dispensaries, libraries and 
literary societies springing up in all directions ; and a 
new and a healthy tone imparted to the morale of 
the people. Latterly, owing to Dwarkanath’s advice 
being departed from, and an inferiorclass of persons, — 
Darogahs and Peshkars, et hoc omne — 

being appointed as Deputy Magistrates, the office has 
sunk in the estimation of the public, 

Dwarkanath came into collision with the passions 
and prejudices of the higher classes of both Euro- 
peans and natives, and he erected himself into a 
buffer and a breakwater between the tw’^o races. 
He was born for action rather than for speculation. 
But he was not one of that class to wdiom “ abstract 
thought is repressive, and who always i^^ant to be 
doing something, and to realize the result of their 
labours before them.’^ Neither did he belong to the 
other class, wdiose speciality is thinking /or the sake 
of exercising and feeding their mental powers, rather 
than for the practical pursuits of active lile. He 
was more of a Realist than an Idealist. Though 
not deficient in imagination, yet he was not dreamy 
hut practically-minded, lie was very shrewd and 
observant. Ho was a thorough man of the w'j^rld; 
but unlike most thorough men of the world he'^was 
earnest and eager to sympathise with distress. His 
organization was a commixture of both the thinking 
and the acting elements. Being thus cbnstitutedi 
his Self-possession and social tact, as well as his 
menial versatility, and his unstinted generosity, 
and unbounded hospitality, enabled him to acquire 
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immense influence both amongst Europeans ^nci his 
own coimtrjmiea. It was not an influence merely 
founded on his position as a merchant and a zemin- 
dar, for there were many such who never attained 
it; it was an influence not founded on the worship 
of Sahib logues and Ilakim logues, for he neitlxer 
stopped to cringing nor was himself accessible to 
adulation, hating toadyism from the bottom oi 
his heart, and mixing with the highest oflicials on 
terms of the most perfect equality. It was because 
there was nothing of the flunkey in his composition, 
it was because he had a high bearing, considerable 
vself-respect, moral courage, and independence of 
mind, that he could acquire and retain the influence 
in question. It was an influence built up in a 
long courjfc of years and in a transition state of 
society. It was an influence due to the possession 
of personal qualities which in their combination is 
rare. It w'as an influence seldom misuvsed or mis- 
directed, but always rendered subservient to th© 


good of his country. ^ 

With all his suavity of di^osition and urbanity 
of manners, hie never hesitated to speali out bis 
mind in an unequivocal manner tp his, European 
friends, and to take them to task when be his 
duty to do so. A young civilian haying cQmpiaine^ 
tp him that Mr. (after Sir) Frederick UaHid«y, 
been deabng seyerely lyith bim» 
u|i tbe cndgela on bis bebaif* 

iog spme of 



68 


DWAKTUNATM I'AGOlija* 


pleaded the exigencies of the Service, but on being 
remonstrated with, promised to let the saidyoungster 
alone. 

On another occasion, he expressed his grave dis- 
pleasure to a well-to-do assistant in his Firm, be- 
cause of his having failed to assist his mother in 
England; the assistant promised amendment of con- 
duct, and from that time regularly made remittances 
to his parent. 

\ Dwarkanath now became a power in tlie State. Lord 
Auckland used to consult him on almost all questions 
bearing on the interests of this country. lie was a 
frequent guest of his Lordship at the Barrackpore 
Park, and also a constant attendant at the evening 
Soirees held every Wednesday at the Government 
House. At oui; of these re-unions, the question 
of the Permaaoiil Settlement being mooted, Dwarka- 
nath made a lucid statement of his views which 
made a profound iinpression on the distinguished 
company. He regarded it as a great administrative 
measure, and said it w||ild prove the salvation of his 
country. 

At this time the advice of Dwarkanath was souglit 
for not on]y hy puldic authorities but by private 
gentlemen, and on questions not only of public im- 
portance but affecting individual interests. He was 
not only called upon, as w’e have seen, to represent his 
countrymen in Government Committees and Commis- 
sions, but became an universal referee to whom all class- 
es of people applied for assistance and solution of their 
difficulties. He cheerfully and invariably accorded his 
advice and aid to all, making no distinction of class or 
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creed. In arbitrating in matters in dispute, he used bis 
persuasive power in loniiigdown opposition, softening 
asperities, and in cflFecting reconciliation. And such 
V as the profound respect in which liis opinions were 
1 eld, that in his presence every opposition of senti- 
ment and diflference of views were forijotton. Ilis 
nature, though not exacting; was masterful nnd it 
made people think when speaking to him that he 
niuHt he obeyed. We find Doctor (afterwards Sir) 
William O’Sliaughnessy, the Farraday of India, sub- 
mitting to him a programme of lectures on Natural 
riiilosophy, and the a])plicatii/n of chemistiy to the 
useful arts, to the students of the Hindu College, and 
soliciting Ids aid to carry out the plan. The Doctor 
says : “ A lecture room is built at the Hindu Colh.*gc, 
and [ am ready to commence if they will hut employ 
me. I will give three lectures a week on the <ul)j(‘cts 
(Heat, Liglit, Electricity, &c.,) for Rupees ;»0(> a 
month, and there is no other College in the world 
where those subjects are not taught, and there is no 
country in the world where such knowledge is more 
valuable than in India. I believe you could best 
j)romote this measure by inducing some leading 
members of the Native Community to join in an ad- 
dress to the Council of Education, setting forth my 
Jong services in the cause of Edueation, and then 
desire that they should be again made available for 
tho education of the youth of tlie Hindu College/’ 
This proposal met with the hearty approval of 
Dv^arkanathf but ite witsionly partially i^rried out fey 
thf Jlismigihg Cdn^ 

" Thorns’# Ghui^fe feeing in want of " a dideb 



70 


PWARKAKATH TAGOBE. 


application was made to Dwarkanatli for one. I Jo 
immediately and cheerfully complied with xi. 
The Most Reverend the Archbishop Carew, iKe 
head of the Roman Catholic Clergy in Indii:, 
writes to him the following interesting letter witli 
reference to liis promised gift, as also to his elForts 
for the promotion of Female Education : 

I am fully of opinion that until the Nativ^e Community duly 
apprcciato the importance of giving their female children a 
reppectable and useful education, your efforts, however noble or 
generous, would be unavailable in their regards. It will, 1 am 
sure, give yon pleasure to hear that there is every prospect of the 
“ Loretto Ladies ” being engaged in tho freely cljaritabio office of 
iiiking cure of tho female sick in the Medical College Hospital. 
In this new office, I have great, hopes that they will gain tho res- 
pect and love of many ^f tho native females who resort there for 
relief. In this way I trust, also, that a favorable dispositic n may 
be gradually created in tW Native Community, which at a future 
day will rendor your efforts on behalf of native female education 
eminently successful. I profit by this occasiou to assure you, that 
with respect to the clock ^ou have so kindly and generously 
promised for St. Thomas’s Church, it is my wish that you should 
not exceed in any respect that standard which your own sound 
judgment will deem to be the just one for regulating the price of 
such an article. 

1 have alluded to the hospitality of Dwarkanatli 
as a conspicuous trait of his character. It was in- 
deed as unstinted as his benevolence to which it is 
.“^o closely allied was unbounded. 

The chief scene of his hospitality, the spot where 
it was exercised on a regal scale, was the Belgatchuih 
Villa, which he had laid out with exquisite ^te. 
The Me tty j heel meandering thrpi^h the entixeleogth 
of the g.arden was a great attraction. It s^rkjed 
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with the Nilumbium Speciosuni, the favourite Pmlma 
of the Hindu poet, Nymphia rubra, and othur 
water lilies. The lawn spread in all directious, and 
in February and March bhized with beds of Petu- 
nias and Pinks, Phlo-xes and Sarksiuu-s, Roses and 
Zinnias. The Boytuckhanah is of noble propor- 
tion, and w.as furnished in a style not common 
in those days. The walls of the gallery wore hung 
w ith masterpieces of modern art ; the ow ner being- 
no mean judge of pictures and statuary. On the 
back of the Boytuckhanah there glittered a 
marble fountain surmounted by a (bipid. The 
summer house situated on an island in the centre 
of the Mutty jheel, and connected with the garden 
proper, both by an iron suspension bridge and 
a light wooden bridge, was a pavilion of pleasure. 
Though situated in the eastern suburbs, tlio Bel- 
gatchiah Villa became the West End, the Kensington 
of Calcutta. Here Dwarkanath gave entertain- 
ments, which were considered rich and rare treats* 
The Cuisine was unsurpassed, and the company 
unique in the quality and classes of guests. The 
Menu consisted of an infinity of French and oriental 
dishes, among which the kahob^ the fUmc and the 
hmainee curry were not the least appreciated. The 
wines were directly impen^d from Europe, and were 
of the choicest vintage. 

The Lucuiliau cookery attracted the Cfucures and 
getuihands of the metropolis, but they were udt the 
«ii|| jf fuests in the Villa. Tfa^ were memhen of 
Oo tliwU and judges of^^e Supn^e OpUi!t> Theie 
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nalis. There were fossil Civilians and blase military men 
hobnobbing with unfledged Assistant Magistrates, 
raw Ensigns, briefless Barristers, and Bengalee Baboos 
fresh from the Hindu College. There were among the 
guests old men and young men, grave men and witty 
men, men who had known and studied the country and 
men who could hardly distinguish between a cooly and 
a ferocious Dooly, men who could discourse learnedly 
on the constitution of tlie Government of India, and 
men who could ‘‘ sparkle v\itli anecdote, or blaze with 
reparte.” Among the habitues of the Villa may be 
mentioned the dashing Captain Taylor and the witty 
Patrick, the leckless Joychand Paul Chowdiy, and 
the fearless Rtijkissen Roy Chowdry, the calm and 
collected Cullen, and the catholic-minded Kallynath 
Moonshee, the judicial Prosonno Coomar _and the 
impulsive Duckhinahrunjunj the accomplished Wil- 
liam Prinsep, and the versatile Parker, the strong 
willed Dainpier, and the strong-minded Maddocks. 

* In truth, tlie Bclgatchia Villa was the rendezvous 
of almost all persons of distinction and talent, con- 
stituting a circle numerous without confusion, 
modest withoutcoustrahit,leariied without pride, and 
polished without attectation.” It was the only pri- 
vate Garden House, the only place, in fact, where 
Europeans of different classes, as well as native 
gentlemen, met and mixed freely and cordially. 

It w^as a pleasant Capua where newly mfirried 
couples passed their honeymoon, and exhausted men 
of business resorted to while away a week and re- 
cruit their energies. 

These reunions, therefore, contributed more 
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effectually to tbe fusion of the races than anything 
of the kind done before or after ; linking the Eu- 
ropean to the Hindu, and resulting in intimate 
acquaintanceship and harmonious fellowship. ' The 
Civilian forgot his hauteur, the Colonel his pipe- 
clay, and the Zemindar his old-world prejudices. 
This attrition of mind contributed to a more correct 
knowledge and appreciation of each other than any 
formal “ at Homes’^ or receptions could do. 

Dwarkauath was a person of singularly attractive 
presence. The charm of hismanner, his coiutesy and 
his kindness, always crejitedin his guests some pleasant 
recollection and some touch of sympathy which 
gained him an amount of goodwill and friendship 
which it was the lot of few men to enjoy. 

In connection with the Villa, we may mention 
a grand ball and supper given by Dwarkanath to 
the Honorable Miss Eden, the then head of society. 
It was a sumptuous festival worthy of tlie host and 
the guest. The rooms were a blaze of light and 
radiant with mirrors . and TVIirzapore carpets, and 
crimson damask and green silk. The marble-top 
tables were bright with bouquets, A profusion 
of rare orchids, ornamental shrubs, and foliage 
plants were displayed on the steps of the portico, 
the verandah, the saloon, and the central hall. The 
aummer-house and, the suspension bridge were 
festooned with flowers, creepers, and deodar leases 
and variegated flags. The grounds and wat0r-wpi!%s 
were iUutaiuated hy thousaad® or^uefetal 
lulil dwnShed by • 
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nant with music, and dancing was kept up till the 
small hours. The display of fireworks was the most 
magnificent ever witnessed here, the ilite of Calcutta 
was present, and the whole affair went off with un- 
usual 6daL 

TliiS party, viewed in its highest aspect, may he 
regarded as an event in the social history of the 
country. Tt affords abundant evidence of what 
Dwarkanath did to break down the barrier separat- 
ing the Hindu and the Englishman, “ the old world 
of tlie strong arm from the new world of the strong 
mind.” 

We sadly want a Dwarkanath to serve as a link 
of coliesion between the European and the Native. 
The obstructions to a fusion of the two races are 
partly religious, political, social, and domestic. The 
religious obstructions are melting away under the 
effects of education. The other classes of obstruc- 
tions can be removed by tbe influence of men who, 
understanding both tlie races, will stand forth the 
interpreters of their wishes and sentiments. 

It was at the end of 1841 that the idea of visiting 
Europe dawned on the mind of Dwarkanath, and he 
carried it into effect at the commencement of the 
following year. Moved by an enlightened curiosity, 
and stimulated by an earnest desire to expand his 
mind by a survey of the most civilised countries and 
study of the most enlightened peoples in the world, 
he determined to defy the prejudices of his and 
country, and to cross the kalla paneeJ*^ 

On the eve of his departure, the Fyiendqf India^ 
although differing from him on the Land B^sumption 
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and Other questionj5, pan! the ibllowiiig wolhmerited 
tribute to his puhlio virtues: — 

To describe I) warkanath's cliaritu** wr/ubi l»o lo cini- 

merate every cl'aritable iustitutiou in Cnb’iiLUi, tor from wbieb of 
them has he ivlthh^.hl his raosi libornl ilciutioiis ? S(» ecm.-tant and 
universal indeed has been his liljerality thai pi ft of n lakh of 

rupees (ten thousand pounds sferllnp) to the District Charitable 
Society in Calcutta, did not. excite an .‘HteuiKhinoTit proportionate 
to its magnitude, only because it'vn^ deenuMi so natural in Dwnrka- 
nath to give, and to give largely. Nor must wo forget that he 
has taken tlie lead la every iu^^titution, those of Christian Mle- 
riions perhaps excepted, which has iK'tn Ofctublishcd, with a view to 
tho improvonieut of the country ; that ho has been foremost in 
promoting education, and more especially m fostering the Medical 
Colb'gc, by the bestowal of prizes on <bo most successful students. 
He has not only therefore given largely, but wisely.” 

Mr. Marwliman, the E<litor of the Friend of India, 
wrote a lotf.er to Dwarkanath, expressing his per- 
s<'ual n'gret at his inability to wait on him before 
hi.s departure, owing to the wi iter’s multifarious 
avocations a.s a public journalist, ami expressing 
his conviction that the visit of his correspondent 
to Europe would lie productive of tlie happiest 
results. 

Dwarkanath met with a still more flattering 
appreciation of his merits from the public of Cal- 
cutta. 

On the 6th of January 1842, an influential meet- 
ing of the European and Native community was held 
at the Town Hall, for the purpoie of offering senne 
testimonial of their esteem and regard for the sub- 
ject, of -our memoir, The Sheriff presided on tho 
■ (idit^wwards Sir) Thomae Tutton. the 
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leading Barrister of the time, moved the first Reso- 
lution, which is as follows : — 

That the following address, &c., be presented to Dwarkanath 
Tagore, expressive of our cordial esteem for his public and pri- 
vate character, and our admiration of the liberal course which he 
has uniformly pursued for the improvement and amelioration of 
his countrymen, and his promotion and support of all institutions 
which have been proposed for that object, and our request that he 
will sit for his picture when in England, to be placed in the Town 
HaU. 

In support of the address, Mr. Turton made a tell- 
ing and eloquent speech which produced a great 
impression. Mr. Mansel, c.s., Deputy Accountant- 
General, in seconding the Resolution, claimed the 
character of Dwarkanath as the property not of 
Calcutta, of Bengal, but of British India; and spoke 
of it as widely known and esteemed throughout the 
country. 

The following extracts from the address voted by 
the meeting will be interesting : — 

” We rejoice that, in you, our British fellow-subjects will see one 
who is calculated to raise the estimate which some in Euglandlmay 
heretofore have been disposed to entertain of the native geutlemea 
in India. 

Your unwearied benevolence, your upright conduct as a 
in all the relations, of life, claim and have received tlie meed of 
public admiration in Calcutta, of which we trust the voice will 
be re-echoed in England. 

** In every good work of charity, without reference to caste, to 
coloi’, or to creed, you have set a very splendid example of liberr 
ality to your countrymen, and your purse has ever been as frediy 
opened to promote objects more peculiarly affecting the fbdings or 
pursuits of Europeans, as to suppert the ntdde institotioiii wkidk 
pliilanUiropy •uggested.’* 
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Among the speakers at the meeting, Mr. Henry 
Meredith Parker, Member of the Siidder Board, and 
Mr. Longueville Clarke, of the Calcutta Bar, bore 
their emphatic testimony to D warkanath^s many claims 
to the esteem and gratitude of tJie people of India. 
The meeting was a great success. It formed a new 
era in tibe political history of the country. Com- 
prising all classes of society, representing the whole 
community, and speaking the phblic voice, it was a 
gathering of great significance. It was a cordial and 
crowning acknowledgment of the inestimable benefits 
conferred by Dwarkanath on his country. The 
demonstration was creditable both to the Euixipean 
element which predominated in the meeting, as well 
as to the man whom it sought to do honor. It con- 
clusively showed that the leaders of the European 
society cherished sentiments which were not behind 
the obligations which their position in this country 
imposes on them, and were not withheld from giving 
expression to them, because the object of their admi- 
ration was a Hindu. It also taught the natives that 
public spirit, whether emanating from a Hindu or a 
Christian, an Asiatic or a European, will be reward- 
ed with the full measure of public approbation. 

The address voted at the meeting was jnresented 
by a deputation to Dwarkanath on the 8th January 
1842. The following is his reply 


msadfor 

toy; it U the fintlime tbat a asthreof lodis 
a teatimoay ^ nugard (nm the iolukbitaiitt of, Otir 
Tba HHiia my life iss been to 

tiaA I -ai ; 
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initiati7c efiToT’ts had already been made by others, and partioulariy 
by my luun nte'd fnrnd, the late Raiumohuu Roy. Knowing 
how impel my ond«'a\our3 have been, I feel cofiscintis 
that your anprohation rather applicable to the attempt 
than to floy succeed whu b Is fairly ascribable to me. The 
good work however baa comnnured, to whomsoever be the 
praise, and luy hopL« aio high for die result. Proud am I, 
indeed, that my motive?^ and couduf t should have been so appre- 
ciated and rewarded by my fellow- citizens, both of England and 
of India. The expression of your sentiments is doubly grateful 
to me, for, while it is a matter of the highest congratulation to 
me, it is not less so to my countrymen. It proves to them and 
to the world at lai'ge, liow closely the landholders of England 
and India are united in feelings and iii interests, when the humble 
efforts of a Hindu are thus rewarded by the united approbation 
of the British community as well as by liis own beloved brethren 
of his naiive land. Most heartily do I thank you, Gentlemen, 
for the honor you ln*ve eoufetTcd, and the flattering terms in 
which it h>is been expressi'd. TIm- little which I have been 
enabled to do, il not allied by your kind and friendly feeling, would 
not have entitled me to !.\r Hafi jriug distinction of my likeness 
b( ing placed in the IlaU of >our city. But I will cheerfully accept 
of the proud distinction, ir, the hope that it may stimulate others 
of icy (‘OP tv/meii to foUev- a course >vhich you have thus bo 
genorousl v v'-' n . de l . 

The liO|K her< expressed by Dwarkanath that 
his exauip^e would ]>e followed by his couatrymen, 
has in a lu '.ner been realized, for several enlightened 
native _ ?»!t . laen have since been and are striving 
to tread ir. ^he footsteps of their distinguished 
countryman. 

On the 9tli Ja, niiary, Dwarkanath leftjiome, taking 
leave of all his family, and went on board the India, 
He was accompaai^»d on board by his brother Baboo 
Bamanatb Tagore, Baboo Radba Persbad Royt 
the eldest son of Rammohun Roy, and sevend Sb- 
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ropean friends. On the 10th, the steamer left Cooly 
Lazar, and anchored at Culpee in the evening. 
On the 11th January, she arrived at the Sandlieuils, 
■where the steamer Dwarkanath took hack to Cal- 
cutta the friends who had accompanied him. 

Among his fellow-passengers were his friends 
Sir Edward Ryan, Messrs. Parker and Walker, and 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop Carew, as well as four 
Italians, two French gentlemen, several Civilians and 
tradesmen. His own party consisted of his medical 
attendant, Dr. MacGowan, his nephew, Cimnder 
Mohun Chatterjee, his aide-de-camp, Punnanund 
Moitra, three Hindu servants, and one Maliomedan 
khansamah. The last was a capital cook, and his 
pillaws and curry were greatly prized l)y the London 
gourmands, who used to call them the Dwarkanath 
dishes.^^ Nay, it is said that this man taught the 
Chef-de-cuuine in several English households the 
art of making curries. 

Dwarkanath has left a Diary of his voyage to 
Europe, from which I shall not hesitate to glean 
such details as may be interesting. 

On the 16th January, the vessel arrived at Madras, 
and stopped till the evening of the 16th to receive 
coal. 

On the. 18th January, Dwarkanath saw the Island 
of Ceylon, and admired the scenery, especially the 
forest of cocoanut-trees growing down to the water’s 
edge, and wavii 
also straah with 


their feathery foliage. . He was 
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and being more of a practically-minded than an 
arclieologically -minded mam 

He mentions the red-fish of Ceylon “ large like 
kulhlu.'' He makes the following remarks on 
Adam's Peak: — 

“ Tlierc i» a liigh mountain whicli they call Adam*a Peak, be- 
i'cvi ii by the people that Adam hret ma<le his appeai'ance here. 
Il's foot, of which there is a mark on the rock, measures 30 feet. 
Tht natives say that Ilimuooman put his one foot there, and the 
other foot at Madras. This corresponds with our Ramayan. There 
are seA-eral places on the Island, Rabunpoory, &c. Some of tlte 
mountains are as high as J,000 feet We saw about hundreds of 
tortoises in the sea like small elephants.’’ 

On the llth of February, the India arrived 
at Suez. Dwarkanath and party left her, and were 
put up at Hill’s Hotel, which is described as a most 
miscnible place. On the following day, they engaged 
four vans which took them through the desert, of 
which die mirage is described as the “ most beauti- 
ful sight." Dwarkanath describes his passage 
through the desert as “ much easier than all my 
journey to Gya by road, and much better than the 
Dum-Duid road to my garden.” On the 14th 

of February, he arrived at Cairo ; strings of camels, 
processions of veiled women carrying water-jars, and 
iierds of Arabs and Turks riding on donkeys, and 
munebing sugar-cane, presented an essentially orien- 
tal spectacle. He was struck with mingled feelings 
of awe and admiration by the sight *af the ever- 
lasting pyramids. The baaars, squares, and 

ranges of houses are likened by him to dbiS • 

Burrabazar and houses of Calcutta andf BenaM. 

On die 24di of February, he left Cairo io 4 
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steftmor, tlio Incklornthorn. Cniising through the 
Nile, he describes it as “ a fine river, half the size of 
the Ganges,” and “ its water very pure.” On the 
25th February, he arrived at Alexandria, which is 
described as resembling an European city, “ with 
fine hotels and a fine view of the Mediterranean 
Sea,” It is, in truth, more a cosmopolitan than an 
European city, and its population is the most hetero- 
geneous in the world. On the 1st of April, he 
arrived at Malta, and was put up at Dunsford’s 
Royal Hotel. He saw Sir Henry Bouverie, Gover- 
tior of Malta, and he was very much pleased with 
the decoration of the Government House. He de- 
scribes it as “ a fine large building,” the walls being 
decorated “ with the paintings of all the great mas- 
ters.” On the 11th of April, he left Malta, em- 
barking on an English steamer, the Polyphemus^ for 
the purpose of visiting Italy. He experienced very 
boisterous weather until his arrival at Messina. On 


his passage, Dwarkanath saw Mount Etna and the 
Island of Sicily, which he notices os a most fertile 
country.” He next saw the volcanic Island of 
Stromboli “ smoking and blaring.” On the 14th, he 
arrived at Naples. The first view of the Bay im- 
pressed him as a beautiful prospect. The Mount 
Vesuvius, as seen from every part of the city, is 
noticed by him as “ a beautiiU ri^t to a stranger.” 


He..de(»crib 08 ** Toledo” as the principal street, 
lined with gay and goody shops, and stod^ iriilh 
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sented by flowering and sweet smelling sbrubs 
growing along tho sides. On the 23rd he arrived at 
Rome. The endless cevemonies performed by ti e 
Bishop and Cardinals at St. Peter's Church stnulk 
him as similar to Hindu poojahs in almost every- 
thing.'’ Writing’^to a friend in Calcutta, he thus 
speaks of Rome : — 

T^eficriptioii oan convey but very faint ideas of its beauty. 
Everything is on u grand ecaie; and St.«folm’8 Church, with which 
I wai^ M> ])]f^a 3 cd at iMalia, and also ihose at Naples,' sink into 
ii’sIgnificaiK'o when compared with St. Peter’s, which in size alone 
woiild contain aboiii twenty of them, and is fur superior in eleganco 
and dv'.coraiion. One rtKght visit, it daily, and always find some- 
thing new and pleasing to admire ; ro are the museum, the llbi-ary, 
t!tc niuie, statues, paintings, fountains. No doubt, Romo stands 
peerless as far as beauty and grimlour are concerned. 

Dwarkanath was Impressed, but in a different man- 
ner, with the Colosseum, that once ‘4*esounded with 
tho shouts and groans of thousand^.'* 

Dwarkanath was presented to the Pope by the 
Principal of the English College. His Holiness 
received him very graciously. Dwarkanath apolo- 
gised to the Pope for not taking oft* his pugree or 
turban, as putting it on was in his country the usual 
d( 3 monstration of respect paid by the visitor. In the 
evening he went to a party at Colonel Cald well's, and 
met there Prince Frederick of Prussia, and Mrs, 
Somerville, the astronomer^ Italy interested Hm, 
nut only as tlie nursery of civilization,*but a land df 
marvellous beauty, naturaland artificial, studded with 
parks and pleasances, and enamelled with roses syud 
honeysuckles, jessamines and myrtles. The softening 
spell of the languishing climate reminded hlMof tlie 
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mild winter of his country. The place of note next 
noticed in tlie diary is Florence. Tlie cathedral 
there is described a.s a very larpe and lofty 
building, but “nothing like St. Peter’s.” In 
the room called Tribunes, his eyes feastecl on the 
crigidal statue of Venasde Medici, the like of which, 
as he says, is not to be found anywhere else. Right 
well has this masterwork of art been described by a 
recent writer as “humbling every other beauty but 
its own.” He saw some “ mosaic tables which cost 
one lakh and a half each.” He then contrasts the 


outward with the inward conditic^ of Tuscany. “ In 
Tuscany, the very cottages are neat and ornamental, 
and there is, in the dress and the appearance of the 
peasantry, a taste for comforts, which will never be 
found where the peasantry is in a state of hopeless 
vassalage.” On his arrival at Venice, he notices tlic 
grand canal as the great highway of the city. The 
bouses built on the front of the canal appeared to him 
as growing, as it were, out of the water. In the gallery 
he saw the portraits of tlie Doges by Titian, and other 
{HCtures, commemorating the achievements and glory 
of tile Venetian Republic. He left Venice on the 16th 
May for Trent On his way he had first a glimpse, 
and then a ftdl view, of the Alps. The country op* 
p«yued to him mi entire garden, riidily cultivated 
witii vine and other en^. He next travelled 


through Germany, halting at Stud%art,Heildelbntg, 
and otiier placee. This part of ^ Oemm tend* 
toiy appeared to hkn, very fertile^ theavennes on tito 
rhadilda heh^ enltiTat^ with .difiSarmt ^ 
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chestnuts, 8cc. Referring to the intellectual condi* 
tion of the people, he says “ The progress of edu- 
cation is very great in Germany, and what a greht 
contrast with Italy, where no one can speak another 
language but Italian ; here all the higher class of 
people could speak French, and many English. Not 
a boy or girl we met with was without a book 
in his or her hands, and there were no beggara in 
any town. The King of Bavaria is a very learned 
man, and in his territory not a village without a 
school, which the poor and the rich must attend ; 
the former pay ngjthing, the latter a small contri- 
bution. The whole of the country is filled with foun- 
tains and water for drinking.’* On the 3 1st May, be 
arrived at Frankfort, which he dismisses with a 
brief description of theatrical amusements. At 
Frankfort he took the railway, and was whisked to 
Maynes. He describes this place as the port of the 
Rhine, and a sort of neutral frontier, protected by the 
joint forces of Prussia and Austria. He crossed the 
Rhine here by a bridge of boats, and then em- 
barked on board a steamer, proceeding to Cologne. 
He admires the cathedral of Cologne, but complains 
of the heat of the weather, and suggests the in- 
stitution of punkhas. From Cologne he proceeded 
by railway to Aixda-Chapclle, which he notices as 
the birthplace and the last resting-place, the Mecca 
and the Medina, so to speak, of Ch^lemagne. He 
next halted at Brussels, and then at Ostend, whence 
he proceeded by post to Calais, where he had the 
pleasure of seeing his friends, Mr. John Can* and Mt« 
Brown Roberts^ who had come to meet him. On the 
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hioming of the 9th June, he left Calais, and in three 
hours crossed the British Channel, and arrived at 
Dover. 

The first object that arrested his attention wlien 
he trod the British soil was the castle, but he did 
not tarry at Dover, but proceeded to Canterbury. 
The cathedral there is described “ as very magnifi- 
cent,” as also the monuments of the Black Prince 
and Thomas h Becket. He then passed through 
Chatham and Rochester. He describes this part of 
tlie country as hilly, and in “beautiful cuhivaiion,” 
and dotted over with parks and ijPas. On tlie 10th 
June, he arrived in London, the modern Babylon, 
the capital of his rulers, the focus of vve.altli and 
enterprise, of learning and science, of beauty and 
fashion, the spot which he had so long heard of 
and dreamt of, and which he had so longed to see. 

In describing the voyage of Dwarkanath. I iiave 
quoted freely and frequently from his Diary, because 
it contains the genuine impressions regarding Eu- 
ropean countries of the first Hindu gentleman 
travelling by the overland route, soon after its estab- 
lishment, for his own pleasure and the gratification of 
his own curiosity. ' 

You will have seen how he walked the waters of the 
Ki5rat Samudra ; how he surveyed the classic Island 
of Xank4 (Ceylcm), the fabled abode of the nutn-^ 
es^g Bdk^asas, the knfturopoidiegi of the Rtimayan, 
and die soene of die great war between R&ma and 
B&vana, sogeaphically described by; V41miki; how 
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xope and India ; bow he ascended the Nile, and wjis 
awe-struck with the pyramids, defying the destroying 
hand of Time, and other monuments of a departed 
monarchy and an older civilization ; how next he 
w^as interested in Rome, the mother of European 
civilization and the temple of art ; how in Germany 
he recognized the land of Pdndits — of men 
who, like our Brahmins of old, loved to spe- 
culate on the mysteries of free-will and necessity, 
of death and eternity ; and how at last he reached his 
destination, and was agreeably surprised to find that 
London was the m|)et wonderful city in the world. 

On his arrival in London, Dwarkanath and his 
suite were put up at St. George^s Hotel, Albe- 
marle Street. On the day following his arri- 
val, he went to the Chiswick Garden Horticultural 
f^te^ w^here he found eighteen hundred elegantly- 
dressed persons. The display of flowers and fruits 
was very fair. On Sunday, the 12th June, he pre- 
sented Ills letters of introduction to Sir Robert Peel 
and other distinguished persons. He next waited on 
Lord F itzgerald, tlie President of the Board of Control, 
w^ho received him very cordially, and extended to 
him the right hand of fellowship. He also met with 
a distinguished reception from Sir Robert Peel, Lord 
Brougham, and the Marquis#of Lansdowne. 

" Proceeding to the business part of London, he 
states : — * 

In pn*;sing from the Stvmd to the City, the first striking 
object 18 Temple Bar. The crowds of the city people and the 
number of shops are great in the extreme. Except Ckiotts', tlie 
meroaatile estabhslihieiits are yery smaU.*’ 
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From the counter of Coutte and Co., we are 
taken to a different scene, namely, a dinner party 
at Lansdowne House, which is described as “a 
most beautiful place,” containing statues and pic- 
tures, and the Marquis and Marchioness are “very 
kind and hospitable people.” 

In the days of Dwarkanath Tagore, the Homo 
Government of India consisted of three bodies ; 
the Court of Proprietors, the Court of Directoi-s, 
and the Board of Control. The first-manied body, 
comprising, as it did, every holder of East India 
stock, used to hold quarterly meetings, at which the 
members discussed questions relative to the affairs of 
this country. The speakers were generally divided 
into two parties, namely, the independent members 
representing the opposition, and the official members 
representing the Court. It was therefore no wonder 
that the meetings were frequently stormy. Dwarka- 
nath was present at one of these meetings, and heard 
an animated debate on the cooly question, i, e., the 
emigration of Indian laborers to Mauritius. 

On the evening of the day of the meeting, the Court 
of Directors entertained Dwarkanath at a public 
dinner at the London Tavern. It was on the 22nd 
June that the ruling Indian power in London 
honored a distingaishe<||lubject of India. 

He soon idter visited both Houses Parlianumt.* 
Among the distingaished noblemen and gentlemen 
whom he enltitati^ were Xiord Brougham, Mr. Bab* 
bage, Loi^ Pi^emton, wti Loi^ Chancellor L}uut^ 

fteqn«^ 
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compliance with His Lordship's invitation, he attend- 
ed the annual dinner given by the Society for the 
Diffusion of General Knowledge. Of Lord Palmer- 
ston he gives a very brief but faithful portrait- 
ure: — “Lord Palmerston is a pleasant, good- 
natured man, with peculiarly easy manners." 
There is no doubt that the bonhomie of the English 
nobleman made a deep impression on the suscep- 
tible Hindu zemindar. At a burrakhanah given 
by Lord liyndhurst to Dwarkanath, the latter re- 
marks in his Diary that he was exceedingly charmed 
with the “ agreeable manners and conversation of 
His Lordship." 

On the 16th June, Dwarkanath had the honor 
of being presented to Her Majesty. Lord Fitzgerald 
took Dwarkanath to the Drawing Room, conducting 
him through the private entrance. His Lordship 
introduced him first to the Duke of Wellington, 
and then to the ambassadors. At about 2 o'clock, he 
was presented to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
then to the Prince Consort. He had also the honor 
of being presented to the Duchess of Kent. The 
royal personages received him graciously. 

In writing to his sou. Baboo Debendranath Tagore, 
he thus speaks of London and of the reception he 
met with there : — 0 

** After fici'ing everything on the Continent, 1 did not expect 
that I shoiilil be so much taken by this little island ; but really 
London is the wonderful eUy ; the bostliiig Uie city, the 
carriages, the shops, and the people, quite bewildered me. From 
8 Ajf. till 12 at night, 1 am engaged eith^ in reoeiving or 
returning visits and invitations. Two days After my arrivi^ 1 
had a very gracious reception by Her Mit^esly. AU,« the royal 
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fomily and tho principal nobility have made my acquaintance, and 
the present as well os the late ministers have shown me every 
attention. If a man has wealth, this is the country to e^joy it 
in. I was at Westminster Abbey this afternoon. The solemnity 
of the semon and prayers, with fho singing and organ, was much 
imposing. I h^ave seen some noblemen's gardens ; you may write 
anything you like about my garden now ; I have completely 
given it up. I cannot write you more by this mail, but hope for more 
leisure for the next, and then I may do some justice to London. 


Oa the 23rd June, he attended a grand review of 
the troops by an especial invitation of tlie Queen. 
Her Majesty, Prince Albert, the Duke of Wellington, 
and Her Majesty’s uncle, tho Duke of Cambridge, 
wore present. They graciously invited him to their 
circle, and the evolutions of the forces engaged in the 
mock fight were explained to him. 

At about this time, Dwarkanath and his suite 
removed fi:om St. George’s Hotel to the house of the 
mother of Mr. William Prinsep. at Great Cumberland 
Street, Hyde Park, which had been placed at his dis- 
posal. Soon after his removal, ho received a com- 
mand from the Queen to dine at Buckingham 
Palace. Besides Her Majesty and Prince Albert, 
tiiere were present at the royal party, Prince and 
Princess of Saxe-Cob\ttg Gotha, Earl of Liv^* 
pool, Lord Fit^rald, Cooper, Bart., and Baiii^ 
de Brandestine. Her Mllkjesty and the Prince Con- 
sort entered into an interesting conversation efith 
>PVe)‘hana||h> of Vhich the kernes were du<^jir; 

He then 'i^yed a ganae at' whist 1^^'' 
ihitdieas Kesnt. Her pieaehted 

-18: 
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On a subsequent occasion, Dwtu'kanath received 
an invitation from Her Majes^ to pay a visit to the 
Royal Nursery. The Lady Lyttleton brought out 
the Princess and the Prince of Wales. They were 
dressed in plain muslin, studded with pearls. They 
were not frightened by the appearance of the Hindu, 
but at the request of Her Ladyship shook hands 
with him, and bade him good-bye on his departure. 

From the Nursery of the Palace, he went to the 
study of a literary man, viz., Mr. Lockhart, who, T 
believe, was then editing the Quarterly Review. Mr. 
Lockhart is thus described in the Diary ; — “ He him- 
self is a very agreeable man. He imparts his valuable 
information in the most unpretending way. He gave 
me many valuable hints about books, and presented 
me with his ‘Life of Burns', and that of his father-in- 
law, Sir Walter Scott. .41togetlier I was charmed 
with my acquaintance." 

We thus see how the intense social tact of Dwar- 
kanath brought him into intimate and familiar con- 
tact with the higliest and most aristocratic society 
in the world. In truth, Dwarkanath had a consum- 
mate knowledge of society, and an instinctive 
appreciation of the temper of those with whom he 
mixed. It is therefore small wonder that English 
noblemen and gentlemen, men distinguished in tiie 
walks of literature and science, men holding, the 
most conspicuous position in the political and tite 
legal world, sought his acquaintance, and delightf!i|; 
to honor him. He verified the hu^uage vi tw ' 
Bible — “ A man's gifts maketh room for atl^ 
bringeth him before great men.” 
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Dwarkanath was not content to be thus lionised 
only, but he visited the principal institutions of 
England, and evinced an intelligent interest in their 
operations. 

At Printing House Square, he was agreeably 
surprised when he saw twenty thousand copies 
of the T^mes ne^vspaper being struck'ofF in a couple 
of hours. At the Post Office, he inspected every 
department under the pilotage of Lord Lowther, 
the Post Master General ; but what struck him most 
was the fact of two hundred thousand newspapers and 
letters being sorted and despatched within two hours. 
When lie vli&ifed the Bank of England, he was equally 
and agreeably surprised with the magnitude of its 
operations, and the mode in which they were carried 
on'c ; such as printing the bank notes by steam, and 
the payments of the same. 

Among the houses of the nobility wliicli he visited, 
Stafford House, the residence of the Duchess of 
Sutherland, appeared to him as one of tlie most 
magniheent. Overlooking St. James’s Park on the 
one side, and tlie Green Park on the other, it is 
described in the Diary as very happily situated. 
Consisting of three stories, which are all reached 
by the same staircase, supported on pillars, and 
running up to the top tmrrice; the ground floor is 
filled with pictures and statues, while the secondhand 
third flomrs are gilded with gold, and covered ^th silk. 
The furnitures are described as richer and nnm 
Kandsonie those of Buckingham 

parlif imd filhui which he 

gWtids at Cha(i^3# 
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sti uck him as exceedingly beautiful. The conserra- 
lory filled ^vith rare exotics, and the collection of 
tropical trees .and shrubs, afforded him great gratifi- 
cation. It was after his visit to Cluxtsworth tliat he 
wrote out to Ijidia to express his regret that his own 
Belgatrhlu Villa was nothing compared to it. It is 
a thousand pities that Dwarkanatli did not live to 
see riiatsworth laid out subsequently with un- 
rivalled taste by Mr. (afterwards Sir) Joseph 
Paxioix. 

Of the parks and promenades which he frequent- 
ed, Hyde Park, Regent’s Park, and the Kensington 
Gardens are described as very fine.’’ 

The fruits of England suited his taste, as the 
foll(»wing entry in his Diary will show : — ‘‘ The 
fruits of this country are very good — in fact, better 
than I fancied. The strawberries arc very nice, 
especially with cream and sugar \ the chenies are 
likewise good, but gooseberries I have no fancy for, 
and do not like. Currants are too sour, and not good : 
plums are also good, as also peaches and nectarines, 
hut I prefer the former.” His estimate of the vege- 
tables of England was not quite so favorable as 
that of fruits. During the morning visit, which he, 
a(icompaniod by Robert Barlow, paid to Coveut 
Gardf'ii Market, he fSund the vegetables exhibited 
“ were not near so fine as those shown at the Town 
Hall,” referring to the periodical exhibitigus held by 
the Agrihorticultiiral Society of Bengal: — ‘‘The 
quantity is certainly greater. I will here enumerate 
the vegetables : potatoes, peas, beans, both French 
and large, caulifiowers, greens, cabbages, ehillies, 
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which were indeed th(^ finest I ever saw ; enrrots^ tur- 
nips, asparagus, artichokes, holli of Teriisal,‘ni and 
English kind/' ♦ 

The following description ol a (f-f eea^vlch fiiiuior 
of which Dwarkanatli partook ou t]>i* ifotn J»me, 
may possibly interest ihe fisli-iovlng gonmionds 
of Hindu society : — “ Went to I lurjgtTfi rfi ( ])ier), 
whence I went by steamer to Greeu k h, and <luiod at 
the ‘Ship,’ with the Parker’s and fhe Hod., ou"', and 
my own party, altogether eleven in nmnlx r, and we 
had such a fish dinner. Tlie fir.st eonrs * ,v(' had on 
table were fried ccK cels a la Ti>n.lonsr, fried 
flounders, boiled fresh trout, ste^\ed eels, oc l ruilels. 
The second course was composc^d niereJ)" of water 
sucker — I think that is the name — which is a (astc- 
less dish. Third course was whitebait, the ve ry thing 
which I came to dine ii})on, and they were vcTy good. 
Fourth course, boiled and roasted fowls, a tongue, 
lobster cutlets, a curry, not good; and for vege- 
tables, we bad peas, beans, and potatoes. Fifth course, 
whitebait, fried this time. Sixth course, seed pud- 
dings, tartlets, currant and clierry tarts, and a couple 
of ornamental puddings, jelly and blanc mange, after 
which came cheese and dessert of all kinds of fruits.’^ 

In his record of the visit he paid to the Zoologi- 
cal Gardens, he notices the fact that the animals are 
chiefly imported from India a&d other Eastern coun- 
tries. The avenues struck him as very pretty, and 
the arrangements for keeping aquatic game so 
good as to hit deserving of imitation in India, 
j Poring: his i^joorh in England, the Annual Din* 
ni^ vjcrf the P Ho was im* 
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vi^ed to partake of the turtle soup and other good 
cheer, peculiarly and proverbially aldermanic. 
Amongst other distinguished guestsf^there were the 
Dcko of Cambridge, the Duke of Buccleugh, and 
H( vPTul of the ministers. About a hundred and 
eighty-seven people sat to dinner. The Lord Mayor 
proposed the health of Dwarkanath Tagore in the 
allowing words : — The high character and great 
attain nients of my friend on my right render him an 
ornament to socie ty. The great kindness he hail 
always shown to oar countrymen in India entitles 
him to the gratitude of every British subject/^ 
Dwarkanath nckuowledged this toast in an appro- 
priate and imi>rcs ive speech which lasted for half an 
hour, and which was highly praised by the then Duke 
of Cambridge. In the course of it he said : — But 
if he felt as he ought the distinction and friendship 
with which hehadbeenlireated, what must his country, 
which had been saved from utter desti-uction by 
the national friendship and humanity of Englandf 
feel upon looking to the glorious result? {cheers}* 
It was England who sent out Clive and Cotliwallte 
to benefit India by their counsels and arms. It 
was England that sent out to that distant nation ihd 
great man who had succeeded in establishing p. ace 
in the world, and who was the first who in^oduced 
a proper and paramount order of things in the 
It was the country which the company^he addreMejl 
represented that, to the honour of hu#^ 
protected his countrymen from iiro 
villany of the Mahometans, and tbe no leis 
ftti expression of tiie Russians.^’ 
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On the 2 1st Jnly, Uwarkanath left London for the 
purpose of visiting the manufacturing districts in the 
north of England and Scotland. At Sheffield, the 
centre of Iron Mami(‘a(‘tures, he visited tlie estab- 
lishments of Rogers the cutler, and wienessed with 
delight the effects of that division of lal)or which 
contiilmics so much to mii]tif>Iy and perfect its 
products, lie had a piece of iron moulded into a 
blade in one stalls he took it to another sU^ll where 
it was ground, then to a third stall where it was 
sharpened, and then to a fourth where it was pol- 
ished. In the show rooms he found a knife with 
eighteen hundred and forty-one blades, another of 
one hundred and forty-five, and a thii dof seventy-five 
blades. He purchased one of these many-bladed 
knives with a pencil at one end. At York he visited 
the Cathedral, or, as it is called there, the Minster, 
which he describes as one of the largest in the world ; 
if five hundred and seventy-five feet long, three hun- 
dred feet broad, and two hundred and thirty feet bigb.’^ 
At Newcastle, he was much interested in the 


working of the coal mines. Having been the 
launder of what is now the largest coal mine in 
it is not to be wondered at that he should 
enter in his Diary into a minute description of what 
jtiesalr in the gr^ coal district, the Raneegunge 


%^liGmd; but it will not interest the general reader. 

he attended tito Kii^. He found 
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At the end of August, Dwarkanath arrived ia 
Edinburgh. On the day following his arrival, he was 
admitted by the Town Council of the city of Edin- 
burgh as it Eurgess and Guild Brotlmr. 

In Edinburgh, the 23rd day of August, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, on which day the Right 
Hon’ble Sir ttamos Forrest of Comeston, Bart., Lord Provost ; 
John Richardson, David Jugurtha Thomson, William Thomson, 
and Andrew Wilkie, Esquires, Bailies ; John Ramsay, Esquire, 
Dean of Guild; Sir William Drysdale of Pittenchar, Knight, 
Treasurer ; and the other Members of the Town Council of 
the City in Council assembled, admitted and received, and do 
hereby admit and receive Baboo Dwarkanath Tagore of Calcutta, 
Burgess and Guild Brother of this City, as a mark of their 
esteem foi his character as a Native Merchant in our Indian 
Empire. 

Extracted from the locords of the City by Carlyle Bell, Con- 
tingent Clerk. 

Ou the 1st September, Dwarkanath was awakened 
by the booming of the guns announcing the arrival 
of the Queen at her northern capital. On the 
following evening, Edinburgh was illuminated in honor 
of Her Majesty. There was also a display of fireworks, 
the general effect of whicli was, however, marred by 
inclement weather. On the 3rd, Her Majesty the 
Queen received the keys of tlie Town, and proceeded 
in procession to the Castle, on the ramparts of which 
she took her stand. Her Majesty then drove 
tow^ards Dalmany Park, where Dwarkanath tendered 
her his homage, and had the honor of receiving fironi 
her a kind welcome, 

On the 5th September, the Unitarian Associati^ 
of Edinburgh preaented Dwarkanath with mu 
dress. 
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On the 8th September, the Committee of tlio Edin* 
burgh Emigration and Aborigines Protection Society 
presented Dwarkanath with the following Address : — 

Address of the Committee of the Edinburgh Ernignif.m and 
Aborigines Protection Society, 

To Dwarka\ath Tagore, Zemindar of CalcKt> >r 

Respected Fellow-citizen and Sir, — Vou set you 

the Committee of a Society, originally organized to |>i'>inoto the 
extinction of Negro Slavery In the West Indies, and si ill tsngaged 
in efforts for the overthrow of slavery and the slave-trudt i iirougli- 
out the world. 

For several years the Edinburgh Society has devoicd :i portion 
of its attention to the claims of onr fellow-subjects, ih'* Natives 
of your country. In doing this, wo have b<'en acui/ited hy a 
sincere desire to aid in all well-directed endeavours to mi prove tho 
social condition of the many millions in the East, ImMight under 
British rule, and to obtain t'^r your brethren the inhantngos 
guaranteed, but not yet bestowed, by tho Charter Act oi 1833. 

Aa the friends and advooatfjs of personal freedom, wo have 
from time to time considered the nature, extent, and pcfuliarilies 
of slavery, as it exists under various forms in our Indian Fosses- 
sions f and in connection with this branch of the subject, tho prac- 
ticability of superseding tho use of slave-grown produce from 
other countries, by the extension and encouragement of free agri- 
cultural pursuits throughout Britisli India. 

We have, on several occasions, exerted ourselves to prevent tho 
natives' of India from becoming tilie victims of deception and 
fraud, under the operation of what is known to us by the name 
of the HiU Coolie Emigration System. We have also labored 
to disseminate the information we have l^n able to obtain, re- 
, lotive to the nature and working of the different systems, of 
|4md Bevenoe in India, some of which we beheve to be injutloos^ 
ojipressive^ and impolitic, more especially the ircent essessmeht^of. 
estates, ^roughout die i^ldt^y of Bengel^ ;; \ 
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now do, as a fellow-citizen. We feel confident yon will appre- 
ciate the importance of the inteiests we haye espoused, and, 
however hi>mble our efforts may have been, do justice to the 
motives by which they have been inspired. Wo shall be grateful 
for your counsel in our future proceedings, and be happy to re- 
ceive from your lips whatever encouragement you feel warranted 
in affording us. 

We take this opportunity of putting on record our conviction of 
the special and peculiar claims which you have to our respect 
and gratitude. As a stranger possessing no other title to onr 
regard, we should, as individuals, have been prompt to extend to 
you a cordial welcome to the shores of Scotland. 

But, more than this, you come among us recommended by your 
own countrymen, and authenticated by your own acts, as the 
intelligent and generous promoter of many of the objects to 
which we os a Society are devoted. In that land, to which our 
l-.st wishes have been so often sent, and to which our remote 
endeavours have been directed, you have long been distinguished 
by deeds of enlightened and enlarged philanthropy. 

We recognize in you a friend of that knowledge which confers 
dignity and power on its possessor, and also a liberal promoter 
of the most extended plans for the education of the youth of 
your country. 

We recognize in you a munificent patron, aud practical promo- 
ter of peaceful and unrestricted commei’ce ; of a system of trade 
calculated to bind nation to nation and man to man, and to make 
tbo varied blessings of the Creator, and the useful inventions of 
genius, universal in their benefits to tlu^ human race. 

We recognize in you the fearless asscrtcr of the rights of human 
industry, — ^at this moment striving to throw the shield of protection 
over the humblest cultivator of tho soil of your birth, and to 
secure for honest toil a just participation in tlui fruits of the field. , 

We recognize in you a generous supporter, and ip some instances 
tho founder of the institutions of your own Metropolis, which have 
been established for the humane purpose of mitigating the soiroifB 
and the sufferings of year indigent aud afflicted countrymen. 

Finally, we reoc^nize in you a zealous advocate of just aii4 
equal laws for all dasses of the vast oommanity to which pm 
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belong Accept, then, the only recompense we have it in our power 
to offer, the sincere tribute of our admiration and esteem. You 
have lived and laboured for the good of mankind, and it is but just 
you should receive our thanks in the name of common humanity. 
For the future, we offer you our asslatance and co-operation. We 
will do what we can, by the diffusion of information, to oreatr*a 
deeperaud more benevolent interest in favour of your country, and wo 
trust you will be long spared to prosecute j our truly noble enter- 
prizes in the cause of education, and the establishment of those 
great principles of commerce and government, to the iniiuouec 
and triumph of which we look for the union, the elevation, aud 
the hapj>lae3a of the nations of the earth. 

Our desire for tlie country of your birth, now dependent fur 
its laws and its administration upon this, is, througli all coming 
time, its people »nay have reason to bless theinscrutabieProvulence 
that has linked your destinies and ours together. 

Hitherto your country has been a scene of rapid and un- 
paralleled, and a source of perennial and incalculable wealth to 
the people of Oreat Britain. But wo deplore that in our career 
of conquest aud of gain, we have, as a nation, inflicted many 
and grievous wrongs upon the Natives of India, though we would 
fain hope that at the same time, we have been the instruments for 
conferring some benefits. The perio^i for the infliction of evil 
is, we trust, past. Henceforward, wo would that our efforts 
should be confined exclusively to the reparation of injury, and 
the correction of error, and to the discharge of those solemn 
obligations under which our acquisition of your country has laid us. 

Our desire is, that the sword of conquest may be for ever 
i^eathed, that the rod of oppression may bo for ever broken, 
and that the yoke of an unwilling subjection may be everywhere 
exchanged for a voluntary allegiance, perpetuated by a wis^ 
a benevolent, and an equitable administration of the Oovernm|i^t 
throughout all the Provinces committed to our care. 

In theae desires, we doubt not you will fervently join, aa4 lki 
earneaUy lel^nr for their reidto 

now^ hmumred ^ our leaver pci^t ha Ip 

, Il8hre :^dti, that whenever ton muf depart from thia eeettWft 
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guidance, prosperity, and happiness. We haye unanimously elected 
you an Honoraiy Member of our Society, and trust that you 
will not decline to accept of this mark of the estimation in which 
wc hold your character,. We commend you to the care and 
keeping of tlie maker and preserver of men. Farewell ! 

On behalf of the Committee, 

: W. WKMYSS, Chairman, 

ED. CRUICKSHANK, Secy, 

T. DUNLOP, Sedy, 

Edinburgh^ September 8M, 1842. 

From Edinburgh Dwarkanath proceeded to Glas- 
gow, the commercial capital of Scotland. There 
he visited the warehouses and manufactories, as 
also the tomb of John Knox, and the monument 
erected to the memory of Bell, who invented steam- 
boats. 

During his visit to Scotland, he was elected, we 
are infonned, a member of the British Indian So- 
ciety of Edinburgh. We should very much like to 
know what was done by* this Society, and what 
became of it. 

At Glasgow, Dwarkanath took ship and came 
to I/iverpool. Of the institutions of Liverpool, 
tho Asylum for the blind struck him as one of 
the most interesting. ‘‘ I thought it a sight worth 
seeing, and, , when I left, they were all so anxi- 
ous to shake hands with me, and which I did 
with them all.” At Fawcett's Engine Manu&c- 
tory, he found the engines for the Dwarkanath” 
and “ Henderson” being made ; one of the pairs 
being three hundred and fifty horse power. 
“ Albert” was rather inferior t(f Napier's f there 
were no less than eight hui^dred workmen en- 
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gaged on the works. The Manchester Eailwity 
brought Dwarkanath from Liverpool to Man- 
chester. Murray^s Manufactory impressed liim as 
*something wondcrfuK and as aftbrding a striking 
illustration of the effects of division of labor. 
From Birmingham Dwarkanath proceeded to Wor- 
cester, where he saw and admired the porcelain 
vases. Here he took post horses and arrived at 
Bristol. The chief object of his coming to this 
place was to visit the tomh of his friend and co- 
adjutor, ilfim Mohun Roy. Having fulfilled this 
object, he returned to London. 

A tew days after his return to London from the 
manufacturing districts, he received a command I’roin 
the Queen to lunch with Her Majesty and Prince 
Albert at Windsor Thursday, the 29th September, 
was the day appointed. There were present Lord 
Rivers and a few other noblemen and gentlemen. 
It was at this party that the Queen and Prince 
Albert were graciously pleased to comply with his 
request that their lull-length portraits should be 
painted and entrusted to him for presentation to the 
City of Calcutta. The portraits have been pro- 
nounced admirable likenesses, and now gi*aco the 
Town Hall. 

Her Majesty was further pleased to comnu^di 
miniature portraits of herself and the Prince Consort 
to be prepared with the least practicable delay, for 
jbla own private collection. 

.^lliere was another honor reeerred for Dwarka- 
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rei^ yd(3ioi) y Venni. The following address was f re- 

routed to liiin on behalf of that body: — 

Most Flliistrirua Chieftain, ])vvarkftiiafcli Tagoroj in the name 
and on ^.w half of the Cynr.'jjr^’tlJiou y Venni, I ask permission to 
a ldvobs you »u the jire-iont and ubonginal language of this island, 
and to oxpre'ifl to yon the high gratification they teel in Leitig 
honored with yo*n presence at this their nationai festival, which 
is he'd in confoiuiity with the ancient usages of their country, 
iiMided down from ages, of which no memorial remains, save 
that f»hlch may be traced in the uncertain records of tradition; 
nnd .'ddhough that tradition is of too vague and indistinct » charae- 
tor 10 occupy the place of Listoiy, yet, if the alleged migration of 
the (?ymry from *the Summer CouNany, the ei’ndarity of the 
Druidic and tonots together with the mnny striking 

inslauecs of resembiune-o between the Sanscrit and Cymraeg lan- 
guages. may bo uliowed, any weight, there exists e^ Ideuce of the 
cognate origin of the Hindu and Celtic race*, or else of an 
early and ialiji'ato connexion betw'een those primitive branches of 
the humai family. 

Under thccfc im))r<»6sicm0, therefore, and with these views res- 
pecting Ki^tern division of the Indo-European race, the 
Cymroigyddion ca?mot but regard with feelings of peculiar pleasure 
the appcfMancQ auiong them of a representative of that ancient 
and celebrated people, Hod especially wbeu they see in that illus- 
trious individual su CTu.aout on iustauce of the high inteneotual 
cultivation which once characterized his nation, and that, too, 
adorned by the practice of those social virtues which have en- 
sured him the afiection and gratitude of his own. countrymoo, 
and thu esteem of all who have l>een honored with his acquaint-' 
anec, 

I beg, Sir, once mofe to express our gratification at the honor 
of your presence hero this day ; and as the urgency of weightier 
afifairs will not admit of a longer sojourn among us, one of our 
most sacred duties is to speed the departing gdbst t we most cor- 
dially wish you a prosperous and happy return to yonr owi^ 
peopde; and should circumstances leed^you again to yisit th^ 
shores of Britain, the Oymfeigyddion y Venni wOl be axm^ngll 
tiie foremost to welcome your ooming. 
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Being now on the eve of his departure for Twdia. 
Dwaikanath received visits from several distinguish- 
ed men whose acquaintance he had made in 
Europe, and who came to bid him farewell. Among 
them was the inimitable novelist, the lamented Charles 
Dickens. He held quite a lev6e in the evening he left 
England. On the evening of the 15th of October, he 
embarked on the “ William Fawcett” from London 
Bridge Wharf, accompanied by Ids friends Mr. 
Brown Roberts and Captain B.arbcr, and carrying 
with him the good wishes and cordial congratula- 
tions of the representative men of all classes of the 
English community. On the 16th, the “ William 
Fawcett” weighed anchor. On the evening of the 
18th, Dwarkanath arrived at Paris, The entrance 
to that great city, the capital of fashion and beauty, 
of wealth and science, is described in hi.s Diary at 
one of the handsomest and most imposing sights in 
the world. “ It was so lighted that it appeared at 
if there was an illumination for some grand occa 
moa*”, He met at P.aristhe Parkers, the Campbells 
and Mr. William Prinsep, who constituted, so b 


speak, his own party. Besides these personal fnendi 
and companions,' ho made the acquaintance of thi 
following distiA^ished persons, viz., the Duchest 
De Gi!ainoint,..G. Lappette, Baron James Rothschild 
Dalai de Mon^i^ey, Count DChsay, M. Fould, Coan 


WaBewsky, lady Cowley, M. .Bontff, Jfarqnis c>di 
Brignele, Mr. Daly CKuxot, 

Ooii^;Rafl^ mid Ppi^nMiin, 
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On the 28th October, Dwarkanath had the honor 
of aninter view with Louis Philippe at St, Cloud. 
His Majesty presented him to the Queen, his sister 
Madame Adelaide, and to King Leopold and the 
Queen of Belgium. The Court being tW in mourn- 
ing, there were no festivities held on the occasion. 

Wbile Dwarkanath was at Paris, he received from 
the Court of Directors the following flattering letter, 
presenting him with a Gold Medal for distinguished 
services rendered by him to his country 

East India House, 

2\st October 1842. 

Sir — On the occasion of your return to your native country, 
the Court of Directors of the “ East India Company ” arc 
desirous of presenting you with a Testimonial of their esteem, 
and of the approbation with which they regard the public bene- 
fits conferred by you upon British India, by the liberal encourage* 
raent you have afforded to tho diffusion of education and to the 
introduction of the Arts and Sciences, and by the generous support 
you have given to the Charitable Institutious of Calcutta, whether 
established for the relief of the Hindoo or the British commu- 
nity. The Court trust that the noble course which you have 
pursued will have the effect of contributing to the accomplish- 
ment of that object which it has ever been their anxious desire 
to promote, viz^ the identification of tho feeliugs and interests 
of tlio natives to their Government, and thus strengthening tho 
bond which united India with Great Britain. 

Impressed with these sentiments, the Court request your 
acceptance of a Gold Medal, for the preparation of which they 
have given the necessary instructions. » 

In making this communication on their behalf, permit ua to 
assure you of the satisfMtion which we derive fhom being the 
medium of conveying the Court’s feelings and wishes, in which 
we most fully parficipate, and to express otur sineere hope that 
your visit to this country bat been prodnetivt to you of much 
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mid tiiat ytwr f^turo career may be* marked by liappi* 
UMB iMiU prosperity. 

We have t)te honor to l>e, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient liumble .-M vjintx, 

J. L. LrSIlINGTON. 
John CorroN. 


In his reply to the Court of Direriors, he bears 
hrs weighty testimony to the excellence of the 
British Government in India, “ \vht)se pure «ik 1 !>ene- 
volent intentions, whose nobhi soHtdcmJe for the wel- 
fare and improvement of the niillitojs comniittod by 
Providence to its charge, may challenge the admira- 
tion of the whole world.” 

Dw'arkanath returned to India at the end of the 
year 1842. He was accompanied by Mr. George 
Thompson, one of the most extraordinary men of the 
age, whom he had invited to vivsit this couriiry. The 
unrivalled eloquence of Mr. Thompson electrified 
Calcutta. 

Dwarkanath came back with more enlarge d ideas 
and wider sympathies than what ho had carried 
with him. He had seen England and tin* insritu* 
tions which had contributed to her greatness. He 


hiwi aeon life in all its bfoad, refined, and varidd 
phailes. He had seen hiteiie«^tual and political ttidu 


Ieaflt% intellectual aaii:]^iirical lives. His iuler- 
cduiae with some' df flie ^moSt highly eultivlMtii 
iu %rope bl^ ihtmdfise e^qpiUdi 
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j udices of his comi trymen His return from England 
to the hosom ol his family caused a deep sensa- 
tion. Hindu socir-ty was stirred to its deptlis. 
Hinduism stood aghast at hiH heterodoxy. T1j(3 
man wiio had dared to cross the kalapanee and eat 
wkli the hwJlachos in contravention of the shasfers 
must he cast out of the pale of society. Accord- 
ingly tlirjre arose from the Baitakhanas of the 
Baboos and iiie toles of the Pandits a cry that 
Dwavlianatli iruist bo excommunicated. It is wortliy 
of liotiec^ that a portion of even the Piralecs and 
Tagov('S joined in this cry and desired to disgrace a 
man who svas their ornament. But Dwarkaiiatli 
sIiowcmI a hold front, and defied them to do their 
worst. This attitude drove the caste-mongers to 
their wks’ cud. They who Lad expected he would 
eat tli(i liiiiubh' pic, and perform praschiftrn, per- 
ceived that they had caught a Tartar, and the 
movdmnt initiated hy them was nipped in the 
hud. 

Dwr.rkanatii was thankful that the interests of his 
own country had been confided to the guardianship 
of Enghnui, and he continued his best exertions to 
further i]u*'=c interests. He was thoroughly convinced 
of the supreme importance of female education, and 
he was also strongly }»ersuaded that the best mode of 
educating Hindu girls was the employment of tho 
agency of trained European female teachers. He 
therefore proposed the establishment of such a school 
athis own expeusej and under the superintendence 
of female teachers. With a view to obtain thf 
8e|yiees of an efficient instructive staffs he ^a#p$^ 
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himself in communication with the Most Reyerend 
the Archbishop Carew, whose letter I subjoin : — 

“ Having received an official letter from the Council of Educa- 
tion, rec|uesting tiist I wo’iKi send some of tlio ladies of the 
Loretto Institute to superintend the Female Department of the 
Medical College Hospital, I would wish, before I return an 
answer, to learn from you how many of the ladies of the Institute 
would in your opinion be required for the Native Female School 
you propose to establish, and also when you are likely to reqtiire 
their services. I deem it proper to attend first to your wishes, 
not only because you first requested their co-ojv ration, but also 
bec&use it is gratifying to me to have such an opportunity to 
evince my respect and gratitude for you in return for your kind 
and generous conduct towards the Catholic community.** 


The project for the Female School Tvas unfortu- 
nately not carried out. 

In the Medical College, which had been established 
a few years before he left for England, he found a 
fitting sphere for bis philanthropy. Having fostered 
its growth, he now wanted to improve the status 
of the College, and to obtain for its students a 
higher medical education. In 1844, he accordingly 
made aa ofibr to the Council of Education to pay 
the expenses to England and education of any 
students of the College who might be willing to 
accompany him to Europe, where he contemplated a 
seCoud royAge. The offer was thankfully accepted, 
aifiiiie was infonu^ lltat “ two lads had voliwtawed 


4P!aocompany him.” The names of those two lads’’ 
ri^'^Bhotonath !IEkMii^> and SocirjeeooinBr, now Ihr. 

v.;.- 

■JhnidMwilt.T 
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anotihor couple of students who might aecompau}^ 
Dwarkanath for the same purpose. Thes^ fOur stu*? 
dents went home in charge of Dr. H. H. GoodevC; 
and they all successfully competed for the diploma 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, an honor for 
which the Medical College and the country are in- 
debted to the foresight and enlightened liberality of 
Dwarkanath. 

Before his departure on his second voyage to 
Europe, Dwarkanath, with ihe assistance of Mr. 
Deans Campbell, established tlie Bengal Coal Com- 
pany.*’ It is the most flourisliing concern of the 
kind, yielding annually. I think, about 6, lo, 9 1,000 
maunds, being more I him the united out-turn of the 
“ Beerhhoorn,” the Secrsole,” and the “ Equitable*’ 
Companies. 

At the end of tlie year 1844, Dwarkanatli re- 
ceiveJ an official letter, by the Queen’s order, 
regarding the tall hmgth as well as miniature 
portraits presented to him, and from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract : — 

** As I wrr.tc to you some time ago to aniiounce to you 0<fi- 
cially that the two royal ^>ortr»its painted at your requent for- 
tlie city of Calcutta were alreatly embarked for India, so I mftyt 
write t-o ioforui } oq tiiat tho Qiieea has commanded a miniature 
of lier:»eir to bo made as soon us possible, which is hi l>e 
mitted to you for >our owu private oollectioii as. a special mark 
of Her Majesty’s favor.” 

* 

. Dwarkaa»th departed on hie 8$cond roy^.to.Engr 
land on the 8th Maroh. 1845, on. board the 
and Oriental Company’s steamer %nd 

accompanied h}i; bis young^a se^c Negeiyiwwitlt . 
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Tagore, his nephew, Nobin Chunde* Mookeijee, 
his. family physician, Dr W. Baleigh, and his private 
secretary, Mr. T. R. Safe. 

At Sue/., Dwarkanath and suite left the Bentivck 
and proceeded to Cairo, where he remained for a fort- 
night at Shepherd’s Hotel. 

He met with a di.stingiiibiiod reception from 
Mahomet Ali, the Viceroy, who ])laccd at his disposal 
nine saddle hoi-ses and one mule, with gold-mounted 
harness, and a couple ol" Janissaries, or out-riders. 

At the palace of Shoubrah, Dwsirkauath had 
several interview.^ with the Viceroy. Ho was gener- 
ally accompanied on these occasions by Mr. J. 13. 
Bell, a merchant in China, Mr. John Dent, and Mr. 
Abbott, besides the members of his own party. The 
gentlemen above mentioned had joined him at Suez, 
and had accompanied him to Egypt. Ilis Excel- 
lency used to sit in a comer, and Dwarkanath and 
his friends in a semi-circle before him : Dwarkanath's 
knowledge of the Persian language enabled him to 
converse with the Viceroy directly.; but conversa- 
tion with the others was carried on through the 
medium of Mr. Tibalde and a Turkish interpreter. 


One of the vhief topics of conversation was the 
layiag out of a railway through the desert. Egypt 
hai^aot been then Europeanised, or rather Erenchi- 
fiSd ; P. dft Eesseps’ triumph,, of engmeering 
skill hsd. net hems achieved.; The new sua had 
not Witedi. tu; receive the of the Hod 
Seai 
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an oasis in the desert. The meeting of the waters 
undertaken unsuccessfully by the Pharoahs and the 
Ptolemies was not even dreamt of. What then was 
immediately desiderated was, not the opening of 
the Suez Canal, but a railway through the desert 
It was therefore natural that Dwarkanath and his 
friends should earnestly and repeatedly urge on His 
Excellency the necessity and importance of the rail- 
way. The Khedive expressed his perfect appreciation 
of the benefits of the measure suggested to him, and 
promised to carry it out with the least practicable 
delay. He in his turn asked his visitors several ques- 
tions, and always entertained them with coffee served 
in golden cups. He was sometimes very funny, and 
evinced a keen sense of humour. On being told 
that Mr. Bell had been attacked and obliged to fight 
in China, he laughed and said that ke could not 
understand how a person of such short stature could 
fight, forgetting that Napoleon and some of the 
greatest warriors were short men. Referring to the 
long nose of Mr. Safe, the private secretary. His 
Excellency observed that he ought to be a clever man, 
an opinion in which His Excellency was not mis- 
taken. Dwarkanath visited, not only the old palace, 
but the bathing, reservoirs abounding therein and 
frequented by the zenanali. 

At Malta, Dwarkanath had to undergo quarantine 
for a fortnight. The Governor, and Sm L. Curtis, 
the admiral, placed at his disposal a steamer for 
Naples ; and as the Aigle^ commanded by Lord Cla^ 
rence Paget, was to be taken in tow, he became thei ^ 
invited guest of his lordship. His private secre^J 
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tury and Dr. Ealeigh remained in the ateainer. The 
original intention was to stop at Messina ^ bui It was 
given up. On arrival at Naples a royal salute was 
firedj which w^as the fir'll experience Dwarkanath 
acquired of tlie firing n cannon on board sliip. Dwar- 
kanatli and part} were put up at the Victoria Hotel 
ill iNaple- . He called at the English Embassy, and the 
uubassador. Sir William Temple, presented him to 
the King, who conversed with him in fluent English. 

Dwarkanath ascended Mount Vesuvius as far as 
the Hemiitage, and very much enjoyed the lachry- 
mi Christi. Dr. Raleigh, Mr. Dent, and Mr. Safe 
proceeded up the volcano, and the whole j)arty re- 
turned to Naples delighted, but very much tired. 

His route now lay through the following places, all 
of which he visited : Leghorn, Civita Vecchia, Pisa, 
Genoa, Marseilles, Bordeaux, and Paris. He stopped 
at Paris for a fortnight, during which period ho was a 
frequent guest of Louis Philippe. His Majesty was 
quite charmed with the oriental zemindar, and was 
pleased to accord him a courteous and oven a cordial 
reception. Dwarkanath visited Versailles on a ffite 
day, when the scene presented by hundreds of foun- 
tains playing in the midst of a forest of flowers is 
described to us by an eye-witness as magnificent. 
There was an amusing incident on thi^ occasion , The 
Crowds of people from the country who had come to 
witusds the fSte were all eager to know who the dis- 
idnguiidied individual w^ whom their King liad de- 
light^ to honor. MomM^urFuett, the secretary^ ^ 

by ^ film 
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the Kirigof tl)e Celestial Empire. On receifiiig Ihjp 
information, the people cried “Mon Dieu,” 
expressed themselves thankful they had seen such ftn 
exnlted personage in that part of the world. 

Dwarkanath arrived in Lotui* non the 24th d^ne 
1845. He was received at the raih^ay* terminus by 
Major Hendei’son, Longueville Clarke, at:4’Oth^ 
Ituiian friends. He took up liis quarters atSt. 

Hotel- Albemarl e-street, Piccadilly. So soon as he wifcit 
settled, he made arrangements for the education end 
training of his son and nephew, who had accompanied^ 
him. He placed Nogendronath under the chsrgiai 
ofDr. Drummond, and had Nobln Chunder appoilttK;^ 
as an assistant in the firm of Robert Michael & 0 ^^, 
agents to Carr, Tagore & Co. A few days after his 
arrival in London, be had the gratification of witness- 
ing the ceremony of the prorogation of Parliament by 
the Queen in person. He, his son, and bis nepliew were 
on that occasion accommodated in the “ distinguished 
strangers’ gallery.” He was just in time to be present 
at the Queen’s I>ra wing-room. Her Majesty receivetl 
him very graciously, and requested him to stand 
behind her chair, an honor accorded only to a privi- 
leged few. Dwarkanath appreciated it the more 
as he had been told before leaving India that he 
must not expect to be received with the same excep- 
tional distinction as on his first visit. 


Dwarkanath having brought several *vah 
sents for the (Jueen, intimation of the 
sent to .Her Majesty through Lady Jocelyn, la^ W 
the l>ed-cbamber. Ifer Msij^sty accepted 
Chinese grotesque ornaments and Delhi | 
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lets and bracelets. Prince Albert accepted from 
Dwarkanatli a beautiful shawl cliogab, 

Dwarkanath received a special invitation to Buck- 
ingham Palace, Ho met several of the lioyal 
guests then lodged at the palace. It was on this 
occasion that the miniature portraits which Her 
Majesty had during her first vi^it so kindly pro- 
mised to present )um with W'ere handed to him, with 
the following aiilo':.raph * 

To DWAIIKANATH TaGORE, 

^ Itli best regiirdb 
from 

vKixouiA n, 

ALBERT. 

Bockingham Palace, July 8, 1845. 


On his return from the palace to the hotel, be 
roused up his private secretary, and requested him 
to jot down the words as nearly as could 
be recollected of this memorable interview, and 
•he laid very great stress on this point, as very 
few individuals beyond Royalty had ever received 


Mich marks of condescension from Her Majesty. 

Whenever Dwarkanath was not engaged to dine 
ont^ his great pleasure was to have bis ^ends about 
bint at dinner. At one of these little parties, die 


j^lowing liteca^ celebrities weir^ present as his 
l^ti: Conat DOrsay, Charles Dicken^ William 
MMuHny* Do«^^ hUrk Lemon, and J. 

oi^inally intended (at ^ 
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to come, but the ittvitalaonsivore coofined to the aboT**- 
mentioned gentlemen. During dinner the congela- 
tion eparkled with Vji, of the highest order ; Count 
D’Orsay, Frenchman as he was, had so complete a mas- 
tery of English that he was quite as ready at repar- 
tee as Douglas .Terrold himself. Dickens sat at the foot 
of the table next Mr. Safe, and was so silent that 
his fellbW-authord reinw-ked it and poked their fun 
at him. Douglas Jerrold chaffed him by declaring 
that his reticence must be atti’ibnted to Iverse cri 
ticism on some of his works. Tl.is drew him out 
into a mcsl animated disco, .-sc 'I'his gathering of 
tie’'' * ',1 a* an uiiiisu: ill » Dfiiliaut ..ftair; the guests 
as full^' appreciated the lieartine.ss of the host as the 
latte; enjoyed the society of the former. 

At about thi.s time Dwarkanatli pul himself in 
communication with Joseph II.'U'c, witli a view to 
obtain mateiials for a Inography of his brother 
David Haro, (he apostle of Native education in 
India. It is a Uiousand pities that Dwarkanath 
did hot live to e.xecute the ta.sk. 

In the autumn of 1845, Bwarkenath paid a 
visit to Ireland. He was accompanied bv Captain 
Andrew Henderson. He crossed over from Liver- 
pool, where he sttiyed one day to receive the hospi- 
tality of the mayor. At the Mayor’s dinner, there 
wdre present Judge 'Cresswell and the chief officers 
of the 'town. On landing in Ireland, he ‘was wafted 
upon by a committee of gentlemen who bad come to 
invite Idift to a grand dinner to be given to Mr. Hart- 
ley, thttnn^lng diveCtor of the Peninsular and‘GrieiitBl 
tlW^tany. Oii’ilds oceasion'Dwarkauath Ibr the iirat 
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time realized the peculiarities ol ih * chairu ti )■, 
and greatly enjoyed the exi^itcmeot ot b'-v 
dinner. He had not l)een long ir Uviaix 

he oullecl upou the Viceroy: he afterwards uv- 1 
His ExcoIJeney*8 invitation to dinner at the Vice-i cg.-J 
Lotige, where he met the Coummnder-in-Chiof and 
other celebrities. He then commenced Ins tour 
through Drogheda to Belfast Tliere Ids hotel was 
crowded by visitors, and there a '-urioiiLS instance of 
the aptitude of the Irish character for fun occurred. 
Mr, Hartley, seeing a friend most anxious to he 
introduced to Dwarkanath, told him that, on being 
saluted, he must fall on his knees and kiss the prince's 
hand (for Dwarkanath was ;!wa\s styled prince in 
Europe.) Sir Emerson Teiment invited him to his 
house, and caused a steamer, with the band of the 
Cameronians on board, to steam down the Lough and 
harbourof Belfast for the accommodatiou of his guests. 
Dwarkanath went over the }niacipal linen m^uu- 
factories of Mr. Dickson, : IV rwai’ds membejr of 
Psu-liament One of the greot< st attractions to him 
in Ireland was the large telescope of Lord Boase. 
His reception by this nobleman was ; not 

only did His Lordship eu^hibii tlic woiking of thi§f 
great work, hnt he explained to him the whole ayn^mn 
of adjusting the lens. His route now lay sonj^hwm^da 
to Cork, thence to Kiliai5Bey,thent6 re3ideu<5e4)f 
Daniel Jn aqw^ny wiA h# 

visited tie Lakes of Killawy and Othfir 
O^Qennell he *o |$x^ha^p^ id i ^ , 

hnt he synrpfiihiaefdi .#6 px- 
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of the Union nnd the regeneration of Ireland. His 
nur A’ith the cclG))njtnd Father Matthew was a 
great oven^ ; It occun’ed after service at a Roman 
' auiolic church where he had gone, and the friend- 
ship then .struck was mutual and sincere. There 
were many jokes about taking the pledge. They 
ended by a gift of a medal, and receiving a promise 
from Father Matthew to have his portrait taken, 
which was done hy a well-known Irish painter, 
Mr. Lesly, 

Dwarkanath had the advantage of discussing 
with the present Prime Minister a subject deep- 
ly interesting to his country. It happened that 
Mr. Gladstone called on him one evening to remind 
him of his engagement to a dinner. Mr. Gladstone 
said he was very much hurried and could not stay, 
hut somehow or other the conversation was pro- 
longed for an hour. The subject of it was the ad- 
mission of Natives to Parliament. Dwarkanath 
declared that he saw no valid reason why a Hindu, if 
otherwise qualitied, should, on the score of difference 
in religion, he excluded from the British Legislature. 
Mr. Gladstone replied that the reason for exclusion 
was, as had been laid down, religion. It was 
because a man was a non-Christian that li6 was 
unable to take the ontlis and seat even if he should 
be elected. He added that want of belief in the 
founder of ChristiaDity as the Son of G«)d was enough 
to debar a man from assuming or caUing himself a 
Christian Dwarkanath contended that a Hindu 
who confined his belief to a Supreme Being had 
an equal right to election to Parliament as a. 
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believer in tbe God-head of Christ, but the con- 
tention did not lead to the conviction of either 
party. 

At the end of June his health began to hiil. On 
the 30th of that month, he went U) a dinner party, 
the last he went to, at the Duchess of Inverness’s, but 
during dinner he felt a sharp attack of agu<^ which 
quite prostrated him. Botli the hostess and several 
of her lady guests took oft* their shawls and covered 
him with them, expressing their most sincere sym- 
pathy with his distress. 

Since that period he kept to his room. Dr. 
Martin, who attended him, ordered him change, of 
air. He went to Worthing, a watering place, but 
he did not benelit by the change. He returned to 
London, and Dr. Martin, Dr. Bright, and Dr. 
Chambers now attended him. He was siitlering 
from remittent fever, to which he at last siiccurnbcd. 
He died in the fifty -second year of his age, on 
Saturday, the 1st August 1846. It w’as suspected 
that organic disease of the lungs and viscera had 
prevailed, but it was not so, as the posi mortem 
examination showed a healthy state of all the im- 
portant organs. 

The funeral of Dwarkanath was a matter of 
considerable anxiety with his friends. It was be- 
iteved that a will had been executed, and Major 
Henderson^ hk partner in tbe Calentta^boose, named 
an executor. But the Majew could not. take upmi 

disposal of ip^ainitpf a 

W aaoestors hJid SuMt* 
lC#a W Rani 
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1)urie(i in England, but it waa believed that that 
reformer waa more of a Unitarian than a Hindu in 
religion. His son and nephew were both young, and 
their desire was to do what was right; and it was 
decided therefore that he should be buried at Kcnsal 
Green Cemetery, without the intervention of a clergy- 
man : there were offers to read the service, but none 
was rend — it was a simjde act of lowering down of 
the coffin amidst the unfeigned sorrow of the by- 
standers. 

His reuiaina were interred on the .'ith August in 
an uneousccrated portion of the cemetery at Kensal 
Green, The funeral was attended by his son and 
nephew and the following gentlemen: Sir lidward 
Ryan, Major Henderson, Genend Ventura, Dr. H. H. 
Goodeve, Dr. Raleigh, Mr. William Prinsep, Mr. E. 
Roberts, Mr, Plowden, Mohun Lall, and the medical 
students who were being educated in England at 
his expense. The funeral was also attended by 
four Royal carriages, and the equipages 6f many of 
the nobility. It is curious to notice that Dwarka- 
luith expired during the great storm which passed 
over London on the 7th August, and he was bu- 
ried while a tempest of equal violence was raging. 

On the lid of the coffin there were two silver {^es, 
the one bearing the style and title of the deceased 
in the vernaculai* language, and on the other tliere 
was a translation of the same in English 

Baboo Dwakkaiuts Taoors, ZsmNnAB, 

IsT AootJST AosnSl Ybass^ 

This nielancholy event cast a gloom over 
lai'ge circle of ike fnmds and admirers of the 
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lamented deceased. The highest personages in the 
land conveyed their condolence, either personally or 
by writing, to liis youngest son and representative in 
England. Suffice it to produce the following letter 
from the Puchess of Somerset : — 

Park Lank, 

2n(f August 1846. 

My dear Nooendro,— I cannot tell you li'ow I feel for you 
and all your family under this most heavy bereavement. May tJJod 
support and comfort you and ycurs. I trust your health may not 
sujffer from so much anxiety and constant fatigue. The Duke and 
I feel deeply tliis sad blow, and I feel ns if indeed I had lost a very 
near and dear friend, and I am very very unhappy. But I will not 
intrude upon you at this time ; only believe how anxiously w'o feel 
for you, and do tell me if in anything I con be of the smallest coin> 
fort or use to you, you have only to command my ^wor services. 
Accept of our heartfelt sympathy and our most kind remem- 
brances, nod believe me, always, 

My dear Noobvdro, 

Your very siuoero and auzioos fHend, 

(Sd.) M. Somerset. 

In Annomicing the deadi of Dwarkanath Tagore, 
the Morning Herald of August 15th ob6m*ved as fol- 
lows:— 

Dwarkanath Tagore 'had made a great etep in advance ; lie 
had dene more good than if be had addressed to bis couoti^- 
men a score of volumes full of profound philosopbicoi reflections. 

** *Xi§ ia the adwuios of individual mioda 

Ifaa sfow crowd should ground ^ir sxpselatioti 

WsilNfS in ill hsd, till isiw.^ 
oi all guf* Biiihi 

«* «w%i ■ 
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Lines, sucli as these>, might well be inscribed upon Dwarka- 
nath Tagore’s tomb. He has made an advance ; the one wave 
before its fellows ; and the rest must in due course follow. 

The London Tinted said : 

The claim that this illustrious personage has on the preseni 
generation is for bis unbounded* philuuthrophy. No reference tc 
creed stayed his purse in the cause of charity or the advanc(‘meni 
of education in tlic promotion of colleges, whether for Native oi 
Christian, and his name will be proudly associated with all the 
noble institutions nourishing in Calcutta. lie had an extraovdi- 
nixry power of self-control, far boyond those parricipating in his 
own religion, to illustrate -which Jt will suffice to instance his 
devoted encouragement to surgery. When the college for Hindu 
youths for the study of auatomy was opened, Dwarkanath was 
personally present, and witnessed the dissection of a subject — an 
abhorrence of the graved nature in the eyes of the bigot j'ortlon 
of India— and heroically Suppressed the sickness of heart an<t bod y 
he instinctively felt, for' no other motive than thal he conceived 
he was furthering the adviinccment of science, and doing a duty 
to mankind. He went -through tho ordeal with an unflinching 
nerve which had its iveight with those of his own particular 
religion who were there on the occasion. 

Wlien the news of the death of Dwarkanath 
reached Calcutta, a universal feeling of #egret pei*’ 
vaded the Eurojrean and Native community. In ordei 
to give expression to that feeling, and to commemo- 
rate his memory, a public meeting was held at the 
Town Hall on the 2ud December 1846. Sir John 
Peter Grant, the popular Puisne Judge of the 
Supremo Court, ‘presided on theoccasibn^^j^ borehi^ 
eloquent testimony to the private atfd ptiblic worth 
of the lamented Dwarkanath; Heaaid tad known 
him for a long series of years, and truly might he 
say he knew no man who posifossed ib a highei 



DWARKANATH TAGORE. 


121 


degree the excellence of a good man. He could 
speak with feelings of sincere friendship and most 
sincere regret at Dwarkanath Tagore's having been 
called away from amongst us in the midst of his 
honorable career of usefulness, while so actively 
instrumental in doing good, not only to his country- 
men at large, but also to the (roverniuent to whom is 
entrusted the sovereignty of this country. lie could 
confidently say that no man was better qualified 
than Dwarkanath Tagore to do away witli the many 
discrepancies of feeling existing between Natives and 
Europeans.” 

A full report of the proceedings of this meeting 
will be found in the Appendix. 

Thus passed’ away a master-spirit, a man who 
had imparted an unprecedented impetus to tlie cause 
of progress — a man who had left Ins mark on the 
history of his country, and whose memory history 
would not willingly let die. It is said that it is not 
the individual who makes revolutionaiy social and 
political changes, but that they are made by the 
progress o| the age, and that he appears when the 
hour for him is come. If the hour makes the man, 
I believe the man brings about the hour. There is, 
however, no doubt that the individual who realiaes 
such changes must have in him the stuff of the 
statesman and the reformer, and should be honored 
as an age#r W 

mankind., £>w#rkiniatk %re8eniSd the progresa of 
]u^(ime,i^li^pMto |pre form>nd shape to J>e 

mam of Wa eg®. 

Hindu, in hiia gen^atiOTi;, 

16 . . 
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and occupied an exceptional position in the Eu- 
ropean as well as the Native community. He 
was not only a man in a million. He was a myriad- 
minded man grappling with different difficulties, 
grasping and mastering different subjects, and 
distinguishing himself in different phases in life. We 
have seen how he succeeded as a law agent, as a 
sheristadar, as a merchant, and as a zemindar. We 
have seen how he made friends all along the path 
of life, and how lie won the honor and regard, the 
esteem and love of men of different classes and 
pursuits with whom he was brought into contact. 
The politician and the divine, the philanthropist and 
the man of the world, the savant and the merchant, 
all loved to know him. One of the sources of 
his social spell was, no doubt, his power of 
talking over people to his side ; for George Stephen 
said once to Sir Robert Peel : “ Why, of all the pow- 
ers above and under the earth, there seems no power 
so great as the gift of the gab.” It was in a great 
degree owing to the art possessed by him which 
Voltaire calls the art of pleasing, “Le grand art 
de plaire, ” which enabled him to watch and scan 
the countenance, and note its action and speak the 
right word at the right time. His mastery of this 
marvellous art rendered him an object of unusual 
attraction. He could make a dull man iuteresting, 
a dry man piquant, a reff<^nt man chatty, a blasS 
nian animated, and a battered and effete man reju- 
venescent. But the chief ingi^ll^nt of bis attraction 
with his fellow-beings was, it (^hot be too often re- 
peated, his deep sympathy love for them. It was 
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this which constituted the most conspicuous trait in 
his character, and the secret of his influence. Of this 
trait his whole life was a signal illustration. In truth, 
few men possessed a fulier humanity and a higher 
faculty of helping and sympathizing with his fellow- 
men. 

In politics, Dwarkanatli was at once loyal and 
liberal. 

The cardinal doctrines of his political creed were, 
justice for India and loyalty to the British Govern- 
ment. While he believed, and, as we have seen, 
declared on more than dne occasion, that we should 
bo thankful that the interests of the country are 
confided to the keeping of the British Government, 
he was fully aware of its radical defects, and of the 
necessity of improving it. The establishment of the 
Landholders* Society shows that he was one of the 
first natives who understood and appreciated consti- 
tutional agitation, llie active part he took in the 
emancipation of the press, and the promotion of 
steam communication, evinced his appreciation of 
the imposition of salutary checks upon Govern- 
ment, and the necessity of bringing enlightened 
public opinioU'4o bear on the actipr of our rulers. 
The zealous in|;erest he took in the public meetings and 
in public questions proved him to be a man of inde- 
pfittdent llought, of unbiassed juilgmenti and of 
strong cpnviciions. K -4 
In relight Dwarkan^y U^ early (raiiiip|$l 
Tantric, not of fmt lii the type: 

bat be outgilOar ; ||a. the huxs^y 

with Raia Mohun Royf 
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William Adams, and other advanced spirits, he threw 
off the shackles of superstition, and became a theist. 
He was a believer in one true and living God, and in 
the in^mortality of the soul.* 

He was a prayerful man, and believed in the 
efficacy of prayer, ile said his prayers every 
morning after his bath, and he died with a prayer 
on hLs lips. 

But Dwarkanath was not a perfect man, and I do 
not purpose to paint him as perfection. He had 
faults, as who has not ? His was not “ the pure 
severity of perfect light.” Dwarkanath was intensely 
of the social type, and delighted in society and in 
the pleasures thereof. He was in fact the favorite, 
but not tlie spoilt child of society, and as such was sur- 
rounded bylempfaSons! ““ T{ may be that these tempt- 
ations were not wu’estled down as they ought to 
have been; he w^anted the capacity to conquer 
them. Without pleading for his infirmities, I would 
have it remembered that the rich and the highly 
placed are as much liable to temptation as the poor. 

His w as naturally a noble heart, but it was some- 
what darkened by the shadow of the ambition and 

* To JBaHOO K1S8ORY CUANO Mittra. 

My dear Sir, — My brother was a Vaishnavam the earjy part 
ol his life. But he wns always libeiwl in his viewt"^ far as 
giou is coDcerued. %fter his acquaintance with Rajah Ram Mohqu 
Roy, his religion underwent a change, and so far^ my obser?> 
ation goes, he became a dei|t in tlie strict sensh^ of the ancient 
Hindu religion. He believed in one God and in fufiirity. 

Tours^' Ac., ^ 

RoKARinTR TAcmn. 
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worldly strife and grandeur which ‘‘ he had accepted 
as part of his life/’ 

But with all his faults he was the type of an ex- 
traordinary man, who joined to strength and energy of 
cliaracter deep sympathy with all classes of men. It 
was by that character, and the possession of some of 
the greatest qualities allotted to man, that he achieved 
^tlie highest position attainable by a Hindu in tho 
present rigime^ and succeeded in advancing his 
country in the path of progress. The intellect of 
Dwarkanath was not of the highest order, or 
received the largest measure of cultivation. He 
was not a profound thinker or lover of the abstrac- 
tions of philosophy like his friend and collaborateur 
Ram Mohun Roy. Indeed, the two men were destined 
to pliy a different r61e in life. Dwarkanath, receiving 
hearty welcome in the Courts of England and tho 
Continent, and winning golden opinions from the 
European wprld, was a different character from 
Ram Mohun l^oy arguing the divinity and deity of 
Christ with Dr. Carpenter, and the deontological 
doctrine of the maximization of pleasure and mini- 
mization of pain; with Bentham. But he was perhaps 
something better than a mere speculative theorist 
or philosophij^ reformer. He was,«as a friend of his 
desciibcd ^ in one of the London papers^ a sound 
pl^^cal mtb, ever in atfance of his i^tantiymeii, ever 
tetehing; thim hy e3cai^](^ whet it became them todo/' 
<^ Thh quesiiiti#hi^ 11^ agles df says Lord 
Stanley to of the TTnivemityi 

^ wtet eau 

and ju^sd ^ 
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light of the age he lived in^ and not by that 
of the present, Dwarkanath claims a high place 
in the history of this country. In the muster- 
roll of those who have benefited and raised India, 
a conspicuous place must be assigned to him. 

Many of the social and political reforms which 
Dwarkanatli tried to bring about, have been consum- 
mated since he has passed away. The old times ^ 
are changed. The old days are gone. The old 
ideas are exploded. The old watchwords are lost. 
The old landmarks are swept away. 

Thirty years of education have brought to us “a 
higher height, a deeper deep.” 

While a Ratn Mohun Roy, with all his moral cour- 
age, did not dare to eafc and drink with the Euro- 
peans, an unfledged B. A. now thinks it the thing to 
imbibe champagne at a Bisliop\s reception. But is the 
said B. A. therefore a greater social reformer than a 
Ram Mohun Roy or a Dwarkanath Tagore ? Yes; in 
the same sense that Macaulay tells us that the school- 
l)oy of the present day is a greater astronomer, 
because he knows more of the truths of astronomy and 
the other physical sciences than those great men who 
first thought out those truths. It must be remem- 
bered that Ram Mohun Roy and Dwarkanath were; 
the pioneers of the progress that is now going 
around us. Their career was the seed-time for the 
harvest which is ripening, and. which posterity vi^ 
reap. It was the time^ when there, were laid* the 
foundations on which a goodly superstructure is 
now being up^ared. It was the time for planting .the 
germs of that national life which is now developing ii* 
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self. It was the time when social and moral agencies 
commenced to operate imperceptibly but infallibly 
for the improvement and elevation of the condition of 
this country, even as islands and continents are up* 
heaved slowly but surely by the subterranean forces 
in never*ceasing action. 

The changes which are now passing around 
us, and also those which are looming at no great 
distance, are all beneficial. When you find the 
advanced section of the community throwing off the 
fetters of ignorance and superstition, asserting their 
rights, and vindicating their position, then you may 
be sure you have a people of whom you can con- 
fidently predict that the course before them is 
an onward course. Should education progress, as 
it is now progressing — I mean the high education of 
the upper-middle and the middle classes, constituting 
the sinews and muscles of the country, and not 
merely the elementary education of the lower orders — 
should the noble and elevated ideas bom of that 
education continue to mould the mind of the rising 


generation, and bear fruits in literature, society, and 
religion; should the spirit of enquiry, which is now 
abroad| continue to embrace the region of religion 
mi pities; /should the growing belief in higher 
ril^gs prove a living power instead pf a dead petri* 


we/sl^oitld 


oil; 


iMHieil -iiii 


si'v witb the 



128 DWABKANAI^H TAGORE. 

as Dwarkauath. Let^them unite together and put 
their hand to the plough. “I^t them not look back 
irresolute until they have done their a|i^re of the 
work, and won immortal honor for themselves and 
happiness for their countrymen.” 

Progress is the law of Mfe ; man’s self Is not ^ret man, 
Nor shall I deem his object served, his end 
Attained, his genuine strength put fairly forth, 

While only here and tliere a etai' dispels 
The darkness here and there. A towering mind 
Overlooks its prostrate fellows ; when the 
Host is out at once to the despair of night ; 

When all mankind is alike perfected, 

Equal in full-blowii powers — then, not till then, 

I fi&y, begins mau^s genial infancy 1” 
















